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VICAR:        Revd. Bill Boon        Email: bill.boon@btinternet.com
 The Vicarage Sanigar Lane, Newtown (01453) 811 360 Day off - Monday

COMMUNITY CHAPLAIN:    Revd. Mary Tucker
  Hinton Cottage, Hinton.  (01453) 811 105

Email: marycountry12@gmail.com
READER:    Mr. Stilman Davis
 Orchard Lea, Churchend, Slimbridge. (01453) 890 783

Email: stilman.davis@tolutim.co.uk
 WORSHIP LEADER:
 (Slimbridge) Mr David Carrington
                        Email: davidwsp1@yahoo.co.uk

CHURCHWARDENS

Mrs Margaret Price (Purton) The Mill House, Purton       (01453) 811 250
Mr David Carrington (Slimbridge) 8 Lancelot Court       (01453) 890 031
Mrs Sue Gibson (Slimbridge) May Cottage, Shepherds Patch   (01453) 890 820

Parochial Church Council Officers
Sharpness with Purton
Mr Peter Crews (Treasurer) 67 Oldminster Road                     (01453) 811 370

Slimbridge
Mrs Pamela Storey (Secretary) The White Lion. Bristol Road

Email: pamelastorey@btinternet.com
Mrs Jill Joyce (Slimbridge) Fieldview. St. John’s Road. Slimbridge

                           Email: joyce762@btinternet.com

For Baptisms, Confirmations, Home Communions,
Wedding Arrangements etc...

Please contact the Vicar.
Benefice Website: www.heuristika.co.uk/lfgdiscussion/
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Parish Diary - August 2022
SATURDAY 6th - Transfiguration of Our Lord
2.30pm  VINDI Reunion Service            St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(1st) SUNDAY 7th - TRINITY 8
9.00am  1662 Prayer Book Communion  St. John’s, Slimbridge
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Sung Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Morning Prayer             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(2nd) SUNDAY 14th - TRINITY 9
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Sung Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Sung Communion            St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(3rd) SUNDAY 21st - TRINITY 10
9.30am  Sung Communion   St. John’s, Purton
10.00am All Age Service               St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Informal Communion Service           St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(4th) SUNDAY 28th - TRINITY 11
10.00am Benefice Communion              St. Andrew’s Sharpness

No Services at Purton or Slimbridge Today!

Morning Prayer is said at
St. John’s, Slimbridge

every Saturday morning at 9am.

You are very welcome to join us.
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It seems strange writing this piece for what will be the last edi-
tion of ‘De Trinitate’, for as I’m sure many of you know by now, I
retire at the end of August.
Nearly twenty-seven years ago Bishop David Bentley, the then
Bishop of Gloucester, invited me to consider becoming Priest-in-
Charge of Sharpness with Purton & Brookend. Having spent a
number of years in another life travelling daily up and down
from Gloucester to Gossington Bridge, where I worked for Bass
Brewers, I had never strayed into Sharpness. So at the first op-
portunity both Julie and I set out to explore the area searching
for the Vicarage. Then, as now, I considered the area as some-
thing of a jewel in the crown of the Diocese of Gloucester. A
meeting with the Churchwardens, Carol Bailey and Mary Tucker
followed and three months later I was Licensed at St. Andrew’s
on 31st January 1996.
From the time of my appointment, I knew that the parish was in
a sense of flux as St. John’s, Slimbridge was waiting in the wings
to join with Sharpness & Purton thus creating a new Benefice.
This finally happened in the April of 1997. I could not have
wished for a better welcome, especially as I was replacing a Rec-
tor who had followed a line of ‘Slimbridge Rectors’ going back to
1200.
My twenty-six years in post have certainly been blessed by a
whole host of people – a good number of them now in glory –
and I do truly thanks God for their lives and all that they shared
with us. I’m also extremely grateful to Stilman Davis who was Li-
censed into the Benefice as Reader towards the end of 1997 – his
arrival was very timely as alone it was difficult to keep services
running in three churches. I’m also very thankful for the ministry
that I have shared with Jenny d’Esterre and Mary Tucker, whose
ordinations at Gloucester Cathedral were great occasions.
But enough said for now – I’m not gone yet! I shall be taking the
usual Sunday services till the end of the month. No doubt there
will be plenty of opportunities for goodbyes.
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I wonder how many of you have
heard of the name Steven
Frayne? Well he’s better

known as Dynamo: Magician Im-
possible. The title is apt,
for he performs
seemingly im-
possible feats
before live
audiences,
such as lev-
itating. In
June 2011,
Dynamo
walked on
the surface
of the
Thames in
front of the
Palace of West-
minster, to the
delight and astonish-
ment of a growing crowd.
He was photographed and vid-
eoed walking on water.
Nobody, however, fell down and
worshipped him, for no matter
how convincing his perfor-
mance everyone was aware it was
a trick – an illusion.

When Jesus walked on the surface
of the lake, his friends in the boat
were terrified, thinking they were
seeing a ghost. We are told that the
boat had been battered by waves
and was far from land, but the
rough surface of the water made
no difference to Jesus. He had

spent the whole night on the
mountain in prayer, so perhaps it
was this spiritual strength that
gave him superhuman powers.

Peter was so be-
mused by the

human Jesus
walking on

water that
he imme-
diately
chal-
lenged
him. “If
you can
do it, so

can I!” But
his bluster

was short
lived, for, like

any human being,
Peter soon began to

sink. It was as he real-
ised he was in danger of

drowning that Peter called
out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus

stretched out a hand and caught
hold of Peter. When they were
safely in the boat, all the disciples
began to worship Jesus, saying
“Truly you are the Son of God.”

Although this incident of Jesus
walking on the water is also re-
corded by Mark and John, it’s only
Matthew who has Peter attempt-
ing to emulate Jesus, and only Mat-
thew records that this incident

Parsonally
Speaking

“You of little faith, why did you doubt?”
(Matthew 14:31)
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caused the disciples to proclaim Jesus as the Son of God. According to
Mark they were utterly astonished but their hearts were hardened, and
as far as John was concerned, they merely received Jesus into the boat.

As in the previous incident of the storm on the lake when Jesus was
asleep in the boat but woke up to still the storm, Jesus again says to the
frightened disciples, “Do not be afraid,” and again under his command
the wind ceases.

It seems that Matthew’s purpose in recording this story is to prove that
Jesus was not only the Son of God, for in Judaism the phrase was used
metaphorically rather than to designate someone who was simultane-
ously God and man, but to prove that Jesus had divine qualities. Mat-
thew is building a picture to confirm Jesus’ identity and uses Peter to
reinforce the difference between Jesus and ordinary mortals.

While it continues to be true that the Church with Jesus at the centre
offers a place of stillness and sanctuary in life’s troubles, the boat should
never be static. The purpose of a boat is to get somewhere. It is a form
of transport, in this case to convey the disciples to the other side so that
they could minister there.

The disciples too had to be active within the boat. If they had been
curled up in the hold, they would never have seen the inspiring sight of
Jesus walking on the water. Matthew is saying to us today that if we
wish to be inspired by Jesus, we need to be actively working on his
behalf in a dynamic boat rather than passively waiting for him to come
to us.
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Rector; Rev. W. H. Thomas, M.A.
Church Wardens; Mr. J. Wherrett and Mr. W. P. Hill.

My dear People,
For the past few weeks the chief topic of interest seems to have been
Cricket. At the moment of writing, it is the intensity of summer heat
which has so suddenly re-visited us. I hope that, when it is pub-
lished, one of our main topics will be the Lambeth Report.

About 600 hundred members of the Mothers Union visited the city of
Bath for their festival last month conducted by the Archdeacon for the
Dursley and Bisley Deaneries. The service,

 was most impressive in the gran-
deur of the setting of so magnificent an Abbey. After tea, the members
of our Branch were very interested in a conducted tour of the Roman
Baths.
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The children of the Sunday school enjoyed their day at the seaside
which was spent at Weston Super Mare. The weather was excellent
and the happy faces of the children amply rewarded the teachers for
all they did to make the day so successful.

The Whist Drive kindly arranged by Miss J Evans and Miss I Tudor, to
raise the sum needed to defray the cost of the children’s fares, was well
attended and realised the sum of £18. 3s. 10d.

One other notable day and one which will be long be remembered was
a day of the M.U. outing to London. Everyone enjoyed the conducted
tour by coach of the sights of the city, even including the newly un-
veiled Roosevelt Memorial. They were shown the Houses of Parliament
by the local Member and taken on a conducted tour round Westmin-
ster Abbey, the Mary Summer House and Regents Park Zoo. We were
pleased to be joined on this occasion by members of the Stinchcome
Branch.

The Church will very much miss P.C. N.J. Gibson, who has been pro-
moted to Tewksbury. During his six years in this parish, Mr. Gibson
has been an active Church worker, a Sidesman and communicant, a
valued member of the P.C.C. and a most regular Bell-ringer. Mrs Gib-
son, too, has been a useful member of the Young Wives Group, and
Rosemary a very regular attendant at Sunday school. The good wishes
of all with whom they have been associated with here, go with them in
their new sphere of work.

Will you please note that on Sunday, August 8th, there will be no 8am
service, but the other services will be as usual.

Sidesman duties Rosta:
August 1st, Messrs C. Wall and J. Gazzard; 8th H. Hobbs,     C.
Nelmes; 15th W. Noad, G. Tudor; 22nd S. Noad, J. Wherrett;
29th  H. Dobbs and W. Fisher.

Ladies Altar Flower Guild:
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August 7th, “In Memoriam;” Mrs J Haine; 14th Miss Pearce;
21st Miss G Tudor; 28th Mrs J Whittard; Sept 4th Mrs Wherrett.

Brasses: Aug 7th Miss Thomas; 21st Mrs G Tudor;
 Sept 4th Mrs Crompton.

Children’s Corner:
August 7th G Evans; 14th J Beard and A lord; 21st M Timbrell;
28th B and V Tainton; Sept 4th V Cooper and R Bedgegood.
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A summer break can be a time of reflection and peace –
before the busy round begins once again…

It’s good to get away from noise
From chaos and from din,

To seek in solitude and peace
The beauty that’s within
To go into a quiet place

Where all is fresh and green,
And contemplate in silent calm
Great truths and things unseen.

The mysteries of the universe
The wisdom of the sage,

Or take some old and lovely thought
From a bygone age,

And meditate upon the good
The honest and the true,

This calms the mind and you will find
A blessing comes to you.

Kathleen Gillum



Trinitate 11

Attendance Gift Aid Envelopes Cash

Sharpness:       51 £118     £35  £  56.00
Donation (General)      £  27.50
Bonus Ball:       £220.00
Magazines:       £  25.00
PCC Fees:       £131.00
Fabric-Fund:                   (£220.66)

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £912.50      £305.81                   +£606.69

From 1st Jan. 2022 St. Andrew’s has received £766.81 more than it has spent

Purton:       33 £60    £40  £  73.00
Donation: (Gift Aided)      £  35.50
Wall Boxes:       £  95.13
Donation: (General)      £  10.00
PCC Fees:       £131.00
Fabric-Fund:                   (£115.00)

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £444.63       £218.43           +£226.20

From 1st Jan. 2022 St. John’s has received £202.75 more than it has spent

Slimbridge:    102 £    £  £

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £        £   £

From 1st Jan. 2022 St. John’s has spent/received £ more than it has spent/received

From the Registers - June 2022

Slimbridge figures not available due to change in Treasurer

Our thanks to Pieter Koole
who steps down after ‘keeping the books’ for many years.
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  We commended to the Lord’s keeping:
  MAUREEN McINTYRE (Sharpness)   11th July
  DAVID WHITE (Westerleigh Crematorium)  15th July

 We laid to rest the remains of:
  BARBARA JOAN COLE (Slimbridge)   1st July
  RITA DOREEN ROCK (Slimbridge)   26th July
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Close Attention to Text

Written by Brother Samuel SSF

Luke 9:46-56
 An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would
be the greatest. Jesus knowing their thoughts took a little child and
made him stand beside him then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes
this little child in my name welcomes me and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me; for it is the one who is least among
you all who is the greatest”.

“Master,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your
name and we tried to stop him because he's not one of us”. “Do not
stop him”, Jesus said, “for whoever is not against you is for you”.
As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven Jesus reso-
lutely set out for Jerusalem and he sent messengers on ahead who
went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him but the peo-
ple there did not welcome him because he was heading for Jerusalem.

When the disciples James and John saw this they asked, “Lord do you
want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them”? But Jesus
turned and rebuked them. Then he and his disciples went to another
village

U U U U U

‘. . . The least among all of you is the greatest’

Santiago de Compostela in northwestern Spain has been a center of pil-
grimage since at least the 11th century, with people making their way
across Europe to visit the shrine of the apostle James, which has given
its name to the city. The connection between St. James and that place is
tenuous, but he became in the Middle Ages a symbol of the gradual
Christian reconquest of Spain from Islam, being known as ‘St. James,
the Moor-Slayer’, depicted riding a white horse and holding a blood-
dripping sword.
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This war like image might seem to fit with James’ suggestion to Je-
sus, in the verses following the reading from Luke, that the disciple
should call down fire on a village of Samaritans that had refused to
welcome them. However, this side of his character is clearly out of
step with the nature of the Kingdom of God that Jesus proclaims, in
which the first shall be last, and the least is the greatest.

For many thousands today, the experience of following one of the
several routes to James’ shrine is more in tune with Jesus’ upside-
down vision of the Kingdom than the worldview of James, one of the
Sons of Thunder (Mark.3:17). Walking and talking with fellow pil-
grims from around the world, and sharing accommodation, food
and blisters is a great leveler. In turn, this leads to the humility,
peace and joy that are at the very heart of Christian discipleship.

Generous God,
you give us gifts and make them grow:
though our faith is small as mustard seed,
make it grow to your glory
and the flourishing of your Kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
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 - 9th August

The Mothers’ Union is now nearly 146 years old. It has accomplished a stag-
gering amount in that time, and nowadays numbers more than four million
members, doing good work in 83 countries. That is a far cry from the modest
circle of prayer for mothers who cared about family life, which is how it all
began with a rector’s wife, Mary Sumner.

Mary was born in late 1828 in Swinton, near Manchester. When she was
four, her family moved to Herefordshire. Mary’s father, Thomas Heywood,
was a banker and historian. Her mother has been described as a woman of
“faith, charm and sympathy” – qualities which Mary certainly inherited.
Mrs Heywood also held informal ‘mothers’ meetings’ at her home, to en-
courage local women. Those meetings may well have inspired Mary’s later
work.

Mary was educated at home, spoke three foreign languages, and sang well.
While in her late teens, on a visit to Rome she met George Sumner, a son of
the Bishop of Winchester. It was a well-connected family: George’s uncle
became Archbishop of Canterbury, and his second cousin was William
Wilberforce. Mary and George married in July 1848, soon after his ordina-
tion. They moved to Old Alresford in 1851 and had three children: Marga-
ret, Louise and George. Mary dedicated herself to raising her children and
supporting her husband’s ministry by providing music and Bible classes.

When in 1876 Mary’s eldest daughter Margaret, gave birth, Mary was re-
minded how difficult she had found the burden of motherhood. Soon she
decided to hold a meeting to which she invited the local women not only of
her own class, but also all the village mothers. Her aim was to find out if
women could be brought together to offer each other prayer and mutual
support in their roles as wives and mothers. That meeting at Old Alresford
Rectory was the inaugural meeting of the Mothers’ Union.

For 11 years, the Mothers’ Union was limited to Old Alresford. Then in 1885
the Bishop of Newcastle invited Mary to address the women churchgoers of
the Portsmouth Church Congress, some 20 miles away. Mary gave a passion-
ate speech about the poor state of national morality, and the vital need for
women to use their vocation as mothers to change the nation for the better.
A number of the women present went back to their parishes to found moth-
ers' meetings on Sumner's pattern. Soon, the Mothers’ Union spread to the
dioceses of Ely, Exeter, Hereford, Lichfield and Newcastle.

By 1892, there were already 60,000 members in 28 dioceses, and by 1900
there were 169,000 members. By the time Mary died in 1921, she had seen
MU cross the seas and become an international organisation of prayer and
good purpose.
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Smile for a While

As you enjoy your children during the holidays, remember …

1. You spend the first two years of their life teaching them to walk
and talk. Then you spend the next 16 telling them to sit down and
be quiet.

2. Mothers of teens now know why some animals eat their young.

4. Children seldom misquote you. In fact, they usually repeat word
for word what you shouldn't have said.

5. The main purpose of holding children's parties is to remind your-
self that there are children even more awful than your own.

J J J J J

Warning at a mountain holiday resort
Be careful not to fall here. It’s dangerous. But if you do fall, re-
member to look to the left on your way down. You get a wonderful
view on that side.

J J J J J

Labels
As part of the admission procedure in the hospital where I work, I
ask the patients if they are allergic to anything. If they are, I print
it on an allergy band placed on the patient's wrists.

Once when I asked an elderly woman if she had any allergies, she
said she couldn't eat bananas. Imagine my surprise when several
hours later a very irate son came out to the nurses' station de-
manding, "Who's responsible for labelling my mother 'bananas'?"

J J J J J
New perils
A child was trying to memorise the Lord's Prayer: "...and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from email…”
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It was -
, on 25th August 1822 that William Her-

schel, German-born British astronomer died. He dis-
covered the planet Uranus and infrared radiation,
conducted the first deep sky surveys, and was the first
president of the Royal Astronomical Society.

 on 11th August 1897 that Enid Blyton was
born. This enormously popular British children’s writ-
er created Noddy, the Famous Five, and the Secret
Seven. She is among the world’s bestselling writers,
selling more than 600 million copies of her books.  She
sometimes wrote 50 books a year.

, on 6th August 1922 that Sir Freddie Lak-
er, British entrepreneur, was born. He pioneered budg-
et airlines. Best known as the founder of Laker
Airways. (Died 2006)

, on 31st August 1997 that Diana, Princess of
Wales, her companion Dodi Fayed and their driver,
died in a car crash in the Place de l’Alma underpass in
Paris.
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This is probably one of the most important articles I’ve ever written for
this magazine and it is, through ancient journals from the early 2000s
and my memory, a thankful tribute to Bill Boon for all he has given
me, the churches and communities to which he has committed himself
and each one of us in our different callings.  It is also, of course, a big
thank you to Julie too who, in her quiet way, has also worked so hard
supporting him and all of us over these many years.

I hope that this very personal record of my journey with our Vicar will
encourage each of you to look at the times during your life when his
presence and ministry has touched yours - that way even when he is
no longer with us here on this side of the River Severn we will contin-
ue to carry him on our hearts, to remember him with gratitude and
pray for him and Julie as I know they will be praying for us

The diary and journal extracts around which this tribute is based
ought to begin with Bill’s arrival and installation because I was (so
say) a churchwarden at that time but I was such an inept one that, in
reality, it was Carol Bailey who did everything and I just wandered
vaguely in her slip stream!  Anyway Bill arrived with the lovely Julie at
his side and a few years later . . . in June 2002 I wandered ineptly and
vaguely into a whole new life!  He however was anything but inept or
vague!  My diary, and later, journal entries are in

13th June 2002

Oh good heavens!  I squirm with embarrassment at that brief, rather
crass and apparently inconsequential diary entry but my memory tells
me a different story – I am standing opposite Bill in the church hall at
Chipping Sodbury clutching a glass of red wine as if my life depended
on it – I look him in the eye (poor man) and simply say, ‘I think I’m
going to be a priest!’  I gave him no time to respond, downed the drink
in one and ran away!  I never mentioned it to him again (did I hope he
hadn’t heard?)  But he had, he always does hear, he never reacts in a
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knee-jerk fashion but just quietly thinks, prays and gets on with the
job . . .
23rd October 2002

Typical Bill – a lunatic member of his congregation makes an appar-
ently lunatic suggestion and . . . he hands it over to God who points
him in the direction of the Diocesan system to which he sent me be-
cause it will help to decide if this is a lunatic idea or God’s will.  It did
help!  He then sent me off to be ‘looked at’ by some high up bod in the
diocese . . .

12th November 2002

Again – typical of the man – SUCH a good listener.

12th December 2002
(good name! he was the ‘high up

diocesan bod’!)
(Oh hurray I’ve finally mentioned my poor

husband!)

As if he hadn’t been setting wheels in motion for the previous six
months – he just doesn’t make a ‘song and dance about it’, never has
and never will so that ten months later . . .

27th – 29th October 2003
(a three day inter-

view)
It was exhausting – apparently it’s only exceeded in depth and diffi-
culty by the selection process for being the captain of a submarine! –
perhaps I should have gone for that instead!  But Bill and so many oth-
ers were being SO encouraging by now that I didn’t give up and exact-
ly a week later . . .

5th November 2003
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And who was there to answer my questions and keep me going as I did
a distance learning course from St John’s College, Nottingham?  Who
else – Bill! who kept the ball rolling in the background, getting me en-
rolled at WEMTC (West of England Ministerial Training Course) – a
three year course of weekly evening classes, lots of homework and res-
idential weekends – because of course I was still working full time as a
teacher.
During those three years Bill had to let me ‘roam free’ in his churches
and parishes, trying things out on unsuspecting congregations, getting
things right, getting things wrong, doing things his way, doing them
mine, and all the time the buck stopped with him but he never gave up
and so with God’s help for both of us, neither did I until on . . .

Sunday 1st July 2007
I was ordained!
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I was ordained alongside the 4 others I’d trained with (and many oth-
ers from other colleges) and we 4 met regularly, post ordination, to
share our early experiences of ministry and it was borne upon me very
swiftly that I was working for a very unusual man, quite unlike the
vicars and incumbents most of my colleagues were suddenly ‘working
for’.  I was ‘working with’ Bill.  Anything and everything I could offer
and could do he accepted with thanks, the stuff I couldn’t (or
wouldn’t) do he also accepted without complaint and, absolutely EVE-
RY time he asked if I could do something, he never failed to preface it
with the words, ‘Are you available to/on . . .?’  and that has continued
throughout our ministry together and is only one of the things that
makes Bill Boon in my eyes a MOST EXTRAORDINARY MAN and I
have good reason to be very, very grateful for it.

That doesn’t seem much to catalogue a 20 year journey together but
through all the ups and downs I have always depended on Bill’s quiet,
calm and prayerful presence and partnership (to say nothing of a
shared love a cricket!)

Thank you Bill.
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Most of us will know the hymn, , by John Newton.
Grace is an essential element of our faith, but what is it, exactly?

In everyday life the word ‘grace’ has many uses: in the courts, a
pardoned person has been ‘shown grace’; in the arts, an exquisite
dancer moves with beauty and grace; if someone undertakes an
unpleasant task cheerfully and willingly, it is done with ‘good
grace’ and composers sometimes add ‘grace notes’ to their music
to enhance the playing of their music.

The biblical use of the word ‘grace’ is quite different! The New
Testament describes grace as God doing something for us that we
could not do for ourselves. That ‘something’ is the free and un-
earned favour of God towards us. It is God’s goodness which re-
moves human inferiority and worthlessness and which raises our
status. It pays the debt of sin. Grace welcomes the wretched, the
weak and the wayward. It adopts us – homeless orphans – into
God’s family.

The story of King David and Mephibosheth is a remarkable exam-
ple of grace. (see 2 Samuel 9:1-13) When David discovered a dis-
abled relative of a former friend, he opened the way for this
person to be brought into the royal household. He was accepted
into David's family and given the same status as one of his sons.

Similarly, God accepts the unacceptable into His Heavenly Family.
He accepts us as we are, regardless of status, health - or any objec-
tions we may have! Our gracious God loves us even though we are
unlovely, undesirable and unholy.

We most see God’s love in the gift of His Son. We can only be
thankful that through Christ we have a new relationship with
God. It is by His grace we are saved.

In John Newton’s famous hymn, he wrote ‘grace will lead me
home’. Through the grace of God we can be assured of eternal life,
joy, peace and security with Christ.
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THE WAY I SEE IT!

David Walker considers the race for power and authority.

Britain, Sri Lanka and now Italy. July was not a good month for in-
cumbent heads of government. The alleged and apparent causes of
collapse admittedly vary: corruption, character failings and coali-
tion breakdown, are not equal, nor equally shameful, but each adds
weight to the notion that we need to reflect on what makes for qual-
ity leadership.

Unusually for a sacred text, leaders in the bible tend to get their sto-
ries told, warts and all. We read how often, and sometimes how rap-
idly, power turns sour. The shepherd boy David narrowly survives
assassination at the hands of Saul; the old king fearing his protégé’s
success and popularity is making him a credible rival. The same
David goes on to try to conceal his adultery, arranging for the wom-
an’s husband to be killed in battle. Scroll forward a thousand years,
and we find Herod, fearful of losing face among his friends and
courtiers, ordering the murder of John the Baptist to impress a
young dancer.

What strikes me about these stories, ancient and modern, is that
they convey a common message. Kings and political leaders alike,
are charged with setting the culture within which power is exer-
cised. David recovers, because he listens respectfully to the prophet
Nathan’s blunt criticism. Moses reduces the risk of corruption,
through sharing power, and delegating. The persistent unity among
Jesus’s apostles, after his resurrection, is grounded in what they
have been taught, sometimes painfully, of humility and forgiveness.

Culture ripples out in circles from the centre. Leaders mould it, by
expressing their core values through behaviours. Colleagues around
them pick up the messages, explicit and implicit, and act according-
ly. When the culture at the centre goes wrong, the temptation for
those in charge is to pass blame down the line. Junior heads roll. Yet
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responsibility stays at the top. As the Chinese proverb evocatively
puts it - the fish rots from the head.

The candidates to be the UK’s next Prime Minister have been whit-
tled down to the final two. As the pace speeds up, the political heat
seems to be rising almost as fast as the temperature on the weather
charts over the last couple of weeks. Whatever the outcome, I find
the process fascinating to observe. We’ve heard plenty about, what
seems to this outsider, relatively minor differences over policy. But
what I’d really like to hear is how each of the candidates intends to
create a healthy culture, first in Downing Street and then beyond.
And what values, and what behaviours we can expect from them, to
embed it in place. Get that right, and much else will follow
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Continuing Rhyming History of Britain
House of Windsor
1910 - Present

What started off the First World War?
It had to happen, as a thaw
That rises only one degree

May start an avalanche. Let's see. . .
The German states had coalesced,

(Though Prussia overawed the rest),
And gave the Austrians their backing.
Russia and France swore mutual aid;

And Austria was now afraid
Of conquered Serbia to the east.
Unstable times, to say the least.

Our young Queen's festive coronation
Was tinsel on a bankrupt nation.
We'd had a dole of Marshall Aid
(Which didn't have to be repaid);
But interest on the millions owing,

Plus keeping all that Welfare going,
Plus the fantastic costs inherent

And building up our own deterrent,
Led to a gut-wrenching repeal

Of Labour’s Socialist ideal:
To ease our economic ills,

People would have to pay for pills.

Bob Dylan’s lyrics caught the mood;
The Beatles made a hit with Jude;

Under Bismarck
1871

Triple Alliance
With Italy 1882

Elizabeth II
Crowned

2 June 1953

£700m
From USA

In 1947

Prescription Fees
1953
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The goalpost widened overnight:
‘ Don't worry - it will be alright!’
But how could either of you know
How far you really ought to go?

Hot baths in gin: and then get married
If after that she's not miscarried. . .

The chastened groom, his bulging bride;
Their parents smiling, mortified:

‘This should have been a happy day!
What will our friends and neighbors say?’

Those gunshots from the Dallas store
Would fix in mind forevermore

When we received the intimation
Of Kennedy's assassination.
The BBC announcer cried:

It felt as if a friend had died.
But now I've reached ‘remembered’ time,

I'll end my convoluted rhyme
With Bobby Moore lifting up

The 1966 World Cup
When England took their final bow:

‘They think it's over - it is now!’

Postscript  - James Muirden

The tides of destiny that drive us on
(Too deep to fathom, or too close to see)
Cannot be analyzed until they're gone –
When we shall all be Rhyming History.

Lee Harvey Oswald
22 Nov 1963

Wembley
30 July 1966
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BONUS BALL SWEEPSTAKE

July
WINNERS

 Jane Poulton   01
 Steve Wills

 Ursula Toher   45
 Tom Reynolds

 Ros Davies    23
 Anthony Whittaker

 Lin Ashpole    26
 Georgina Jones

YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT
TO WIN IT!

Supporting the church of -

St. John, Slimbridge

THANK YOU!
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My dear Nephew Darren
Your offer to bring in your team of church members, in order to make a
house call on every home in our parish, was most generous. I do under-
stand why you would need us to accommodate your team of 25 visitors,
and then hold a residential training weekend for our own members of
the team. I accept that we would have to produce a visiting pack listing
all our church organisations, giving contact names and numbers and a
short resume of what each group did, along with our mission statement
and safeguarding policy. I also understand your suggestion that we in-
clude a supplement outlining our stewardship scheme.

Your plan that we should then hold an opening Service to which all the
newcomers would be invited, and to which we might fly in a world-re-
nowned speaker for the occasion, is understandable. And then of course
we would need your help to set up a finance committee with budgets
and organised fund raising. But what you seem to have missed is that
our entire parish consists of something like 70 homes. They would not
feel visited, but invaded.

Instead, I feel it would be best if we attempt something a little more low-
key: an invitation to sherry after Mattins, perhaps, where we could find
out which of them plays golf and who may like to join the Bridge Club.
Gradually, as the sherry flowed, we would also seek to discover who
would be prepared to go on the brass cleaning, flower arranging and
grass cutting rotas, which are the traditionally recognised signs of com-
mitted Christians, at least in this parish.

Inevitably, this means that none of our church members will be joining
your team as you visit the residents of the new tower block in your par-
ish. Most of our congregation abandoned attempting stairs some years
ago and their polite enquiries about which Hunt the residents belong to,
and where they stable their horses may lead to a rather stilted conversa-
tion.

You are, of course, all prepared to welcome your new residents with en-
thusiasm, excitement, and frenetic activity; our policy of polite indiffer-
ence and brief conversations about the weather should soon help ours to
settle in in no time.

The Rectory
St. James the Least
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Word-search
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Sue Gibson School of Gardening
Shepherd’s Patch, Slimbridge

3-Term Courses in:
· Garden Design (beginners)

· Garden Design & Management
(improvers)

Saturday Workshops on:
· Pruning Shrubs & Roses (spring)

· Pruning Shrubs, Roses & Perennials
(summer)

· Growing & Training Fruit
in Small Spaces

(summer)

Call Sue Gibson
on 01453 890820

www.iteachgardening.co.uk
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