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MINISTRY TEAM

VICAR:        Revd. Bill Boon        Email: bill.boon@btinternet.com
 The Vicarage Sanigar Lane, Newtown (01453) 811 360 Day off - Monday

COMMUNITY CHAPLAIN:    Revd. Mary Tucker
  Hinton Cottage, Hinton.  (01453) 811 105

Email: marycountry12@gmail.com
READER:    Mr. Stilman Davis
 Orchard Lea, Churchend, Slimbridge. (01453) 890 783

Email: stilman.davis@tolutim.co.uk
 WORSHIP LEADERS:
 (Slimbridge) Mr David Carrington
                        Email: davidwsp1@yahoo.co.uk

(Sharpness)  Mrs Carol Bailey (01453) 810 850

CHURCHWARDENS

Mrs Margaret Price (Purton) The Mill House, Purton       (01453) 811 250
Ms Katrina Bailey (Sharpness) 8 Jubilee Way        (01453) 810 850
Mr David Carrington (Slimbridge) 8 Lancelot Court       (01453) 890 031
Mrs Sue Gibson (Slimbridge) May Cottage, Shepherds Patch   (01453) 890 820

Parochial Church Council Officers
Sharpness with Purton
Mrs Carol Bailey  (Secretary) 8 Jubilee Way                             (01453) 810 850
Mr Peter Crews (Treasurer) 67 Oldminster Road                     (01453) 811 370

Slimbridge
Mrs Pamela Storey (Secretary) The White Lion. Bristol Road

Email: pamelastorey@btinternet.com
Mr Pieter Koole (Treasurer) April Cottage, Shepherds Patch

Email: koole.pieter@googlemail.com

For Baptisms, Confirmations, Home Communions,
Wedding Arrangements etc...

Please contact the Vicar.
Benefice Website: www.heuristika.co.uk/lfgdiscussion/
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Parish Diary - June 2022
(1st) SUNDAY 5th - PENTECOST
9.00am  1662 Prayer Book Communion  St. John’s, Slimbridge
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Sung Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Sung Communion             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(2nd) SUNDAY 12th - TRINITY SUNDAY
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Sung Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Sung Communion             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(3rd) SUNDAY 19th - TRINITY 1
9.30am  Sung Communion   St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Morning Prayer              St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Informal Communion Service           St. Andrew’s, Sharpness
2.30pm  Holy Baptism    St. John’s, Slimbridge

WEDNESDAY 22nd - Alban. First Martyr of Britain
7.30pm  Slimbridge PCC Meeting  St. John’s, Slimbridge

(4th) SUNDAY 26th - TRINITY 2
10.00am Benefice Communion    St. John’s, Purton

No Services at  Slimbridge or Sharpness Today!

Morning Prayer is said at
St. John’s, Slimbridge

every Saturday morning at 9am.

You are very welcome to join us.
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Advocate, not Defender
Pat Ashworth reflects on the pub-
lic evidence of a personal faith

Any conversation
about the Queen's faith
inevitably turns

first to the anointing at
her coronation: the
holiest part of the
ceremony, con-
cealed from all
eyes but those
of the Arch-
bishop of Can-
terbury.
“I want to ask
you all, whatev-
er your religion
may be, to pray
for me on that
day”, the Queen
had urged the public
in her first Christmas
radio broadcast after the
accession, “to pray that God may
give me wisdom and strength to
carry out the solemn promises I
shall be making, and that I may
faithfully serve him and you. all
the days of my life”.
One of the Heralds at the Coro-
nation, Dermott Morrah, is re-
corded as having felt a chill
running through his body at the
moment of crowning, and to
have later written of the occa-

sion: “The sense of spiritual ex-
ultation that radiated from her
was almost tangible”.

As the royal, religious, and na-
tional events commentator at

Sky - and a herald and
member of the Royal

Company of Ar-
chers, the Queen's

Body Guard in
Scotland -
Alistair Bruce
of Crionaich
has been a
close observer
of, and partici-
pant in, many
state occasions.

He also has the
distinction of

having been in
conversation with

the Queen for a BBC
TV documentary, The Cor-

onation, in 2017.

While not presuming to specu-
late on the Queen's personal
faith, he observes at the outset
of our conversation: “At a time
when many people, particularly
in positions of world leadership,
are hesitant to give a religious
perspective, she never fails to do
so”.
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“Prince Philip had his own very
deep search and interest in faith-
fulness on the ways in which hu-
man beings have sought to find
God. Undoubtedly he and the
Queen had conversations about
these subjects.

“For the Queen, traveling all over
the world as she did as head of
the Commonwealth, she met
people of profound faith in every
place that she landed. And she
was able to respect and recog-
nize all of that because she com-
prehended her own desire to
strengthen her own faith”.

In conversation with the Queen
for the 2017 documentary,
Prince Philip says that he wit-
nessed “the strength that some-
one who has a private faith and
doesn't talk about it projects”.
And he suggests that the Queen's
preparations for the coronation
– “in the face of what she was
about to take as a sacrament”,
and admit the sadness of her fa-
ther's early death – was “an in-
auguration of enormous
profoundness” for her.

Major General Bruce has studied
the Coronation closely, and his
knowledge is extensive. In 2017,
he was able to ask the Queen

many questions about the day.
He reports that she told him:
“For me, it's different. I just had
to get through it”, and reflected
that (as an onlooker) she would
have found it easier to remem-
ber her father's coronation than
her own.

He recalls a religious moment of
his own: his confirmation, “rub-
bing my toe caps into the back of
my stockings and preparing to
go up to the terrifying ancient
Bishop and having to kneel
down. Can you imagine what she
was presented with, at the age of
just 26”?

He has sometimes imagined a
breakfast scene at Buckingham
Palace during the Queen's child-
hood – “looking at your father
and mother, and maybe
Churchill has come round. You
just sense that your father, who
has never been greatly robust
but whom she clearly loved very
deeply, is carrying the weight of
empire.

Now Governor of Edinburgh Cas-
tle, Major General Bruce has wit-
nessed the Queen being brought
news of soldiers injured or killed
in battle, something that is cus-
tomarily done immediately. “I
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think, because I have lost sol-
diers in battle, I find the simplici-
ty of the gathering around the
Cenotaph and the Queen's deter-
mination to always be present,
or to be represented, extremely
moving”, he says.

“I imagine the Queen doesn't set
out thinking, I am the mother of
the nation. We project that onto
her. But there must be a sense of
anguish. We all know - she
knows - that they fight for her as
the embodiment of the nation.
She must carry that as a bit of a
burden. And where do you take
that?

“I think again of that breakfast
table where she sat with her par-
ents. I think there is a profound
recognition from a lofty and
lonely leadership that there is
something greater, and that
makes it all bearable”.

The word “humility” punctuates
our conversation, Major General
Bruce reflects: “If you look at her
in the footage of a grand service,
she is arriving - the trumpets
sound out, and the grandeur of
St. Paul's Cathedral and Wren’s
glorious apses and arches are all
around you - but she remains

herself. There's not a change in
her at all”.

His explanation is that “she
knows she's in the presence of
something greater than herself,
and that is projected in the way
she handles all the splendour
and the grandeur that she has to
embody - with the recognition
that it is aimed at her but not
about her. The last person who
would want to be lauded is her:
if you were to throw yourself in-
to praising her, she would be un-
comfortable. she is not one to
have ever been remotely good at
receiving, or is comfortable
around, praise. She also knows
that we project what we want to,
and it's not for her to choose
what is projected upon her.

That's the nature of constitution-
al kingship. She's not following
some political agenda that we
can either like or hate. She is just
the ropes around the boxing
ring. When the collisions of poli-
tics lands against her, it is her
job just to spring back into place
and provide a canvas for the na-
tion to move forward”.

The Queen is in a unique posi-
tion of being born in the Church
of England and destined from
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childhood to be its Supreme Governor. In an address to leaders of
the main faiths at Lambeth Palace in 2012, she described the con-
cept of the established church as “occasionally misunderstood, and I
believe, commonly underappreciated.

As a former Bishop of Norwich, the diocese that embraces Sandring-
ham, Bishop Graham James has been closer to the Queen than most.
He reflects that her Christian faith was shaped in what now seems a
very distant era in the Church of England, when the book of Com-
mon Prayer was indeed common and the nation was relatively
churchgoing or thought it ought to be and felt guilty about not go-
ing. “It's ordering of society places obligations and duties on the
monarch at the top, which the Queen has always called service”, he
says. “The world in which she lives in relation to a Christian faith is
shaped within its parameters. That has provided the framework for
her”.

And here is the word “humility” again: “and unforced humility
which is, I think, a grace or a gift of the Spirit. Compared with Prince
Philip, who's faith was very speculative and who loved to argue
about things, she has an old-fashioned English reserve in matters of
religion. But because people don't talk much about their personal
faith, it doesn't mean that it isn’t real: rather, that it's too deep for
words. The Queen's faith is simply there, shaping who she is. This
Platinum Jubilee is extraordinary, because 70 years separate us
from the Queen's accession. The Coronation took place in what was
a really different world. It was then a unifying event (and a sacra-
mental one) in the life of the whole nation and beyond”.



Trinitate 8

Rector; Rev. W. H. Thomas, M.A.
Church Wardens; Mr. J. Wherrett and Mr. W. P. Hill.

My dear People,

The great event of the month is of course, the visit of the Overseas Bishops
to our Deanery on Thursday June 10th at 8pm followed by a reception at
Lister Hall. Admission to the reception can be by ticket only *price 1/6
(One and sixpence) when light refreshments will be served.
Each Parish is asked to send at least two Choirmen and also two Church
Wardens who will bring banners or staves and will carry them in proces-
sion.
Clergy, Church Wardens, and Choirmen are asked to reach Dursley by
7.30pm. Church Wardens with banners unfurled, or with staves, will
proceed direct to the Rectory. Clergy and Choirmen will robe in the
schools by the Church and will proceed robed to the Rectory by 7.40pm
where the whole procession will be marshalled then to leave for the
Church at 7.45pm. SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED as the procession passes
through the street to the Church.
The hymns chosen for the service are; [A&M] 745; 215; and 604. There
will be a procession round the Church to the different Altars where visits
will be made and the Bishops in turn, will offer prayers. The sermon will
be preached by the Archbishop of Melbourne. The service will be con-
cluded by massed singing of the Te-Deum before the high Altar.
Those who wish to attend from this parish MUST let me have their names
AT ONCE, so that the necessary arrangements can be made. This service
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provides a great opportunity and is also a preparation in prayer for the
forthcoming Lambeth Conference of ALL the Anglican Bishops, both home
and overseas.

o June 14th  and 15th  a pageant
of Church History in which, eight members of our Y.W. Group are
taking part in Tableaux, in the presence of both home and foreign
Bishop’s and the great concourse of Church people who have ob-
tained tickets of admission.

o June 17th. The Mothers Union outing to London. Coach leaving at
6.30am. Arrangements have been made for conducted tours of: the
Mother’s Union Headquarters; the Mary Sumner House; the Houses
of Parliament and Westminster Abbey.

o June 23rd : Whist drive in the Church Hall in aid of the
Sunday School. This event is to help provide funds to take a large
number of Sunday School Children on their annual outing to the sea-
side on Friday July 2nd. The names of parents wishing to accompany
their children on their outing must be given in to the Rector or Mrs
Thomas as early as possible.

The of the Church Commissioners has been fixed in pursuance of the
Ecclesiastical Commissioners (Powers) Measure 1948 to the ‘Table of
Fees’, to be operative for the Parish of Slymbridge, from 15th day of April,
1948 with the approval of the Bishop of the Diocese, the Incumbent and
the Parochial Church Council. A copy of which will be posted in the
Church porch for all to see.

This month there is insufficient space in this article to print duty lists so:
Sides men; Altar Flower arrangers; Brass cleaners and children’s corner
helper lists will be displayed in the Church Porch
Other items also unavoidably held over owing to lack of space.
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We dogs, who live with royal folk
Who feel Her Maj’s royal stroke;
We like to hear important talk

Of dinner time, and our next walk.

But lately there’s been so much rushing
People bowing, people fussing.

Trumpets blare and soldiers shout
What is all the noise about?

No-one thinks of corgis’ needs
Like, where’s our bone, and where’s our leads?

We’re not allowed a doggy romp
‘Midst all the pageantry and pomp!

Adding to our canine woes
They all wear their finest clothes,

So we’re all stuck behind closed doors
Lest we might smudge them with our paws.

But things will come to settle down.
It’s life, when Mistress wears a crown;

Yes, it will pass, you all will see
This business of the Jubilee.

So, we shall wag our doggy tails!
Be happy, like the Prince of Wales!

We think the Boss has done just fine
Being Queen for all this time!

By Nigel Beeton
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Attendance Gift Aid Envelopes Cash

Sharpness:     179 £136     £70  £  57.50
Funeral:       £137.00
Baptism:       £  61.25
Donation: (General)      £  10.00
Bonus Ball:       £295.00
Magazine:       £    0.50
PCC Fees:       £  75.00

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £842.25      £390.85                   +£451.40

From 1st Jan. 2022 St. Andrew’s has received £652.03 more than it has spent

Purton:      28 £60    £30  £107.00
Donations: (Gift Aided)      £  35.00
Wall Boxes:       £  38.50
PCC Fees:       £  75.00

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £345.50       £258.02            +£  87.48

From 1st Jan. 2022 St. John’s has spent £179.07 more than it has received

Slimbridge:     51 £375    £40  £433.87
Funerals:       £528.63
Wall Safe:       £195.01
Fund-Raising: (Ukraine Appeal)     £768.13
Magazines:       £  18.00
Bonus Ball:       £  13.00

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £3,023.64      £1,519.12         +£1504.52

From 1st Jan. 2022 St. John’s has received £3,039 more than it has spent

From the Registers - April 2022
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If you have ever had chemotherapy, or a heart pacemaker installed,
you will be particularly grateful for the properties of platinum.

Platinum compounds disrupt the multiplication of cancerous cells,
and the properties of platinum itself (its resistance to corrosion and
tarnishing) make it particularly suitable for electrical contacts in
pacemakers.

But platinum has other properties which make it a topical subject.

The word ‘Platinum’ comes from the Spanish for ‘little silver’
(‘plata’ meaning silver, as in the River Plate in Argentina.) Platinum
is very rare. It is much rarer than gold. It is therefore very precious
and has generally been more expensive than gold.

Platinum is used to make the International Standard Weights and
Measures. The International Standard Kilogram is made from plati-
num alloys which can be relied upon not to vary over time. Plati-
num is a very dense metal. It is denser than pure gold. It carries a
great deal of ‘gravitas.’

Platinum is what scientists call a ‘Noble Metal’ – because it can
withstand almost any chemical attack. It is the least reactive of all
metals.

All these characteristics apply well to our much-loved Queen. She is
‘petite and silver’, she has ‘gravitas’, and she has remained untar-
nished over a very long period of time, despite having been in con-
stant contact with all manner of people.

The Queen is a very rare person indeed, and very precious to our
nation, setting the highest reliable standards of public service and
carrying with her immense gravitas and unquestionable nobility.
The Queen’s Imperial State Crown is made of gold, silver and, ap-
propriately enough, platinum, and decorated with many precious
stones. As the first British monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee,
she wears it well.

We thank God for her, and for her qualities that have made her so
special. God Save our Noble Queen!
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Close Attention to Text

Written by David Hoyle

Luke 7:1-10
When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening
he entered Capernaum. There the centurion servant whom his master
valued highly was ill and about to die. The centurion heard of Jesus and
sent some elders of the Jews to him asking him to come and heal his ser-
vant. When they came to Jesus they pleaded earnestly with him, “This
man deserves to have you do this because he loves our nation and has
built our synagogue”. So Jesus went with them.
He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to
him: “Lord don't trouble yourself but I do not deserve to have you come
under my roof. That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to
come to you. But say the word and my servant will be healed. For I my-
self am a man under authority with soldiers under me. I tell this one go
and he goes and that one come and he comes. I say to my servant do
this and he does it”. When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him and
turning to the crowd following him he said, “I tell you, I've not found
such great faith even in Israel”. Then the men who had been sent re-
turned to the house and found the servant well.

‘. . . not even in Israel have I found such faith’ (v9)
This story is also told in Saint Matthew's Gospel (Matthew 8:5-13), and
there the emphasis falls on a healing miracle done for a gentile. We
hear, indeed, that many will come from ‘east and west’, but the ‘heirs of
the kingdom’ will find themselves in outer darkness. In Luke, the accent
shifts. We are told that Jewish leaders commend the centurion for his
good works. Here is someone ‘worthy’.
Their commendation barely lands with Jesus, who is much more inter-
ested in the fact that this Roman soldier has ‘faith’. Luke knows that
faith matters and seems to have a particular sense of what it might
mean. Later, he will describe the disciples asking that their faith might
increase (Luke 17:5), and we will hear Jesus pray that Peter's faith will
not ‘fail’ (Luke 22:32).
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Faith might begin in listening to Christ and acknowledging him, but a
critical characteristic is whether or not this faith can persist. In the para-
ble of the sower, the seeds in the good soil refer to those who, ‘when
they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear
fruit with patient endurance’ (Luke 8:15). Those sinewy and unshowy
virtues – resilience, patience and endurance - are an essential part of the
Christian character. The centurion (just like Peter after the miraculous
catch of fish) knows himself unworthy, but he has a hope and trust that
will never fail.

God our Redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the Kingdom of your son: grant, but as by his death
he has recalled us to life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise
us to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 U U U U U U

We welcomed into the Lord’s family:
AURORA STACEY-JADE BARNES (Purton)  29th May

  We commended to the Lord’s keeping:
  DOROTHY MARGARET GROVE (Sharpness)  17th May
  HELEN JAMES (Sharpness)    19th May
  BARBARA JOAN COLE (Slimbridge)   27th May
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Evelyn Underhill - 15th June

Evelyn Underhill was an English Anglo-Catholic writer, poet and
novelist. She is known for her numerous writings on religion
and spiritual practice. Underhill was born in Wolverhampton in
1875, and during her lifetime published 39 books and more than
350 articles and reviews.

She married Hubert Stuart in 1907. Together they travelled regu-
larly to Switzerland, France and Italy, where she pursued her in-
terests in art and Catholicism and visited numerous churches and
monasteries. She pursued a daily routine that included writing,
research, worship, prayer and meditation.

During the First World War Underhill worked at the Admiralty in
the naval intelligence (Africa) department. In 1921 she became an
Anglican and later changed her views about conflicts and in 1939
she became a Christian pacifist.

From 1924 she became widely respected as the creator of Anglican
retreat houses in the UK. Her first was at Pleshey, a small village in
Essex. These were havens of peace and prayer where many drew
closer to God; sought His will for their lives and found renewed
strength on their return home. Underhill also believed that retreat
attendees should be warm, comfortable and well-fed as their phys-
ical well-being was just as important as their spiritual needs.

In her 50s, her writings became more focused on the Holy Spirit,
and she became a prominent figure as a lay spiritual director,
guest speaker, radio lecturer and a proponent of contemplative
prayer.

Underhill died in Hampstead, North London, on 15th June 1941,
aged 65 years.
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Smile for a While
Techie trouble
The vicar had technical problems with the sound system one
Sunday. Instead of starting the service as usual with ‘The Lord
be with you’, he said: “There’s something wrong with the micro-
phone.”
Being good Anglicans,the congregation responded: “And also with
you.”

J J J J J J

A child’s definition
‘Ecclesiastic’: material used to fasten a minister’s robes.

J J J J J J

Weight
Signing the register at a wedding, the groom had difficulty in
making his ball-point pen work. “Put your weight on it,” said the
vicar. So the groom complied: ‘John Smith (12 stone, four
pounds)’

J J J J J J

Don’t fool me
A three-year-old put his shoes on by himself. His mother no-
ticed the left was on the right foot. She said, "Sam, your shoes
are on the wrong feet."
He looked up at her and said, "Don't kid me, Mum, I KNOW
they're my feet."

J J J J J J

Miscellaneous observations on life
Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip
around the sun every year.

I had a ploughman’s lunch the other day.  He wasn’t very happy
about it.
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It was -

, on 22nd June 1772 that the Court of
King’s Bench ruled that slavery was illegal in England
and Wales. But it remained legal in British Overseas
Territories and colonies until 1833.

, from 4th– 7th June 1942 that the Battle of
Midway took place. The USA defeated Japan in the
most important naval battle of the Pacific Campaign

, on 1st June 1957 that the first premium
bond prize draw took place in Britain.

, on 14th June 1982 that the Falklands War
ended. Argentine forces surrendered to the British in
Port Stanley and a ceasefire was agreed. Argentine

president Leopold Galtieri resigned on 17th June.

, on 21st June 1982 that Prince
William of Wales was born. Son of Charles and
Diana, he is second-in-line to the British throne.

, on 27th June 2007 that Gordon Brown
became British Prime Minister.
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Carol and Katrina Bailey send their –
Greetings from Wales

We would just like to say a big ‘Thank You’ for our
lovely gifts for our new home in Wales. We will put this
voucher towards something special so that we can think of
you all. Many kind messages were sent by you all, we are all
church family and friends, and we will always keep you in our
thoughts and prayers.

We have a beautiful dormer bungalow, and the front
looks out onto the hills. It is beautiful! If we go up into the
back of our home and look out from the top, we can see hills
all around us. The only sound is the beautiful birds singing.

There are so many boxes to unpack but we can do this
in our own time. Beginning a new chapter in our life is very
special and never did we think this possible.

Remember that St Andrew’s and St John’s are two
very special churches, you are what makes these two build-
ings possible. They will always be part of everyone’s lives.
No-one needs a title because being part of this life is special
enough and always will be. Slimbridge has supported us too
and we are lucky to have a good Ministry team.

Many thanks for all your love, support and friendship,
it means so much to us. You are always welcome to come and
visit us.

With love and blessings,
Katrina, Carol and Peter xxx

(See the ‘Backpage Picture’)
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I began April and May’s magazines by writing . .  .
“Well – this month’s magazine article and the next two (May & June)
are going to be a bit different . . .  these extracts are from two sources.
- my contemplative journal which goes on whilst we’re on our boat
holidays, as does my saying of Morning and Evening Prayer, but also
our joint Boat Log which is written as we pootle along. I hope you’ll
enjoy them both!”

I ended last time . . .
We should get to Foxton locks comfortably this afternoon where

hopefully we can moor – there’s a pub (though many don’t do food on
Monday’s any more) and a Museum to visit before we begin ‘The
Great Descent!’ . . . but you’re going to have to wait until next month
for that!”
Here then is the last thrilling (!?!) instalment of ‘Mary Afloat’!

Monday 9th April
Boat Log continued – later that same day!

Well – 3 hours later – we’re supping a cuppa moored at the beginning
of the Market Harborough Arm.  Coats and trews are steaming happily
in with Kevin, the engine and storage heater, and we have a table
booked at the Foxton Locks Inn for tonight.
We left our lunchtime mooring with only the lightest of rain and by
2.45pm had joined ‘Antelope’, a Hudson boat, at the top of Foxton
Locks.  They were taking on water so we went in front of them onto
the lock moorings (with their blessing) where our volunteer lock
keeper had told us to wait.  At 3.20pm we set off down, Antelope be-
hind us and were down by 4.20pm.  The swing bridge at the start of
the Market Harborough Arm at the bottom was VERY heavy and I was
fortunate that a bloke off another boat came along and gave me a hand
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– lucky also that he and his boat then left the mooring leaving a per-
fect space for us and Antelope to tie up.

Imperceptibly, as the afternoon went on, the rain got heavier and
heavier so that we were soaked again by the time we finished – soaked
only on the outside though, which is important!

Journal – Evening Prayer
I had been a bit worried about the locks, don’t know why but anxiety’s
like that, it isn’t always logical.  It was, in the end, quiet a tough day
and wet, but not a fear-filled one at all.  A day when the kindness of
strangers came into its own; a day, even when things were difficult, an
inner peace remained and problems were solved.  Arrow prayers were
all I managed and some of my language to myself left much to be de-
sired (!!) but was good for relieving tension.
I started the day with Hebrews 13,

“God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake
you.’”

and end it with the words from the canticle for this office,
“Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and
earth.”

and rain of course!
“ . . . Come bless the Lord . . . for you have redeemed me,
Lord God of truth and love.”

A lovely day in the end and now looking forward to a good meal and
feet up (metaphorically) with a pint (or two!)

(weeks later) Sunday 29th April
Journal – Morning Prayer
The final day of our trip arrives – we’re here in Gloucester Docks, well
fed at the Pie Pub last night.  The area was heaving because the Rugby
had been on at Kingsholm and had just turfed out – raucous but
cheerful so I think Gloucester must have won.

The early morning starts beneath the equally raucous squawking of
gulls (the roof will be covered in their generous gifts!) with peaceful
words,
 “In God alone my soul in stillness rests.”
       Psalm 62
but soon deteriorates into laughter as I read Paul’s (the apostle not the
husband!) description of taking up the ‘whole armour of God’.  I read
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it in a very modern paraphrase edition of the Bible and find that before
the breastplate of righteousness’ etc come the immortal words,
 “Put on the underpants of truth” (!!!!!!!!!!!)
their version of having ‘girded loins’ – I shall be giggling about that all
day!

Despite the hilarity (or perhaps because of it, God and I often start the
day in hysterics!) a thought strikes me – one didn’t don armour alone
– in fact I don’t think you could.  All this stuff, truth, righteousness,
peacefulness, faith, salvation and God’s word (which we’re told to
‘dress’ in), is prepared, given and fitted by someone else (in the case of
a knight by his esquire) in our case by Christ, the servant king.  He
kneels in his grace, fitting, providing and giving all that is required for
redemption and for life in this world, if only we’ll stand still and let
him!  A knight who constantly jiggles about or tries to do it all himself
(like me!) must be a nightmare (no pun intended!).

Boat Log
So the great plan has come to fruition and more!  We’ve been to Fox-
ton and to Milton Keynes; we’ve tunnelled more than ever before;
we’ve hardly been aground and never been in a panic about pumping
out (the toilet tank!) or getting fuel, and on top of all that we’ve done it
all in the (rather shortened) timescale we were able to set ourselves.
Extra miraculous we’ve done it despite various medical disasters be-
forehand and hearts and eyes and shoulders have, in the main, be-
haved themselves – hurray once more for the NHS!!
Lovely lunch at The Bell – served quickly considering how full it was –
off on the final leg now. What a busy canal - runners, walkers, cano-
ers, rowers, lots of other boats – busier than any canal we’ve been on
all holiday.

Pootling down the final straight passed the old railways bridge re-
mains and – guess what? – it’s started to rain!  Final full kit on ready
for tying up and unloading . . . hey . . . why change the habit of what
has been a lovely holiday?!?

Back to normal next month – when we should be home and dry (well
perhaps a bit damp!)



Trinitate 22

The U in JesUs
With Pentecost – 5th June - the birthday of the Church, in mind,

and all that that means, we liked the following….

Before U were thought of or time had begun,
God even stuck U in the name of His Son.

And each time U pray, you'll see it's true
You can't spell out JesUs and not include U

You're a pretty big part of His wonderful name,
For U, He was born; that's why He came.

And His great love for U is the reason He died.
It even takes U to spell crUcified.

Isn't it thrilling and splendidly grand
He rose from the dead, with U in His plan?

The stones split away, the gold trUmpet blew,
and this word resUrrection is spelled with a U.

When JesUs left earth at His upward ascension,
He felt there was one thing He just had to mention.

"Now go into the world and tell them it's true
That the love I have shown is not just for U."

So many great people are spelled with a U,
Don't they have a right to know JesUs too?

It all depends now on what U will do,
He'd like them to know,
But it all starts with U.

Author unknown



Trinitate 23



Trinitate 24

Continuing Rhyming History of Britain
House of Hanover

1714 - 1901
A palace was built -

Whose length equaled the date in feet –
And took just ten months to complete

From Joseph Paxton's first suggestion?
It's really quite a simple question.
The local Greens had won a fight

To save three Elm trees on the site
They'd chosen for the Exhibition.

With no alternative position
(And no sign of Dutch Elm Disease)

The plan was scuppered by those trees,
Till Paxton ended the impasse:

‘Enclose them in a House of glass’!

It was an absolute sensation:
A symbol of world domination.
True, Ireland’s potato blight

Had killed off every plant in sight,
And workers seemed to want the vote
(Three million of them signed a Note).

But look at all the discontent
Enveloping the Continent!

Mob rule, uprisings, stupid fuss –
Come to Hyde Park and learn from us!

Six million did, scrubbed and clean-spoken:
And not a single window broken.

James Muirden

1851 feet
long

Joseph Paxton
Engineer
1801-65

The Great
Exhibition

In London’s
Hyde Park

Crystal Palace
1 May - 15 Oct

1851

Chartist March
And Petition

1843
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THE WAY I SEE IT!
David Walker considers privilege and entitlement.

I live a pretty privileged life. In fact, when I rated myself against
15 dimensions of privilege, as part of a recent safeguarding
course, I ticked every box bar youth and beauty. In itself, I see

privilege as morally neutral, a mere matter of fact. It’s what I do
with it that matters. Do I open or shut doors for others? Do I help
the voiceless be heard, or shout them down? Do I use my influence
in the cause of justice, or against it? In this Jubilee week, many of us
will wish to celebrate how our Queen has used the particular privi-
leges of her position in the service of nation, church and common-
wealth.

But privilege can prove hard to prise from its evil twin, entitlement.

The Bible tells how, long ago, God forged a close relationship with
one specific people. That privileged status gave them a unique place
in his plan. But it brought with it the call to be a blessing for all peo-
ples, to exemplify hospitality to the stranger, and to work to redress
disparities of wealth and status. Jesus chides those, especially the
leaders of his day, who think and act as if mere ancestry and posi-
tion entitle them to divine support.

Entitlement poisons our relationship to the world around us; af-
fording exemption from applying to ourselves the same rules that
we expect others to follow, whilst infecting us with a sense of impu-
nity. It creates a culture which justifies the President who invades a
neighbouring country, claiming its territory as his due, and the pri-
vate soldier who sees looting and rape as part of his spoils of war.

Less dramatically, it legitimates the man who perennially interrupts
female colleagues, and the boss who touches junior co-workers in-
appropriately. Fail to set the right culture and otherwise high
achieving, intelligent people can be led to indulge in the very behav-
iours they had crafted laws to ban, as Sue Gray reminded us last
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week. Frustrated entitlement, that sense of being deprived of our
rightful superior place, fuels the fires of racism and twists some to
terror.

The poison of entitlement has, I believe, one known antidote, humil-
ity. Never to be confused with the humbling that follows embarrass-
ing revelations, freely chosen humility forms an abiding attitude to
life. Jesus embodied it, St Francis of Assisi exemplified it. Holy wom-
en and men of many faiths seek it. From rulers to rough sleepers,
anyone, privileged or unprivileged can, if they choose, possess it.

U U U U U U

Sharpness Bonus Ball

As we now have various numbers vacant, with more
reductions on the cards, and as no-one has offered
to take over the running of the scheme, we have re-
grettably taken the decision to close the scheme at
the end of June.

I am aware that a few people have paid in advance
beyond this date and if they would like to get in
touch, I will happily refund these payments.

I would like take this opportunity to thank everyone
who has supported St. Andrew’s Church in this way
and helped us to raise a magnificent £31,200 over
the years.

Julie Boon



Trinitate 27

NOTICES

Slimbridge Bell Ringing

I am happy to be able to let you know that practice night for Slim-
bridge bells is being re established on Fridays from 19.30 until
21.00. The first Friday practice will be on 10th June and I hope all
those who have expressed an interest in learning to ring will find
this a convenient time and place and will be able to come to learn
as part of a new ‘Slimbridge Band’.
The Wotton branch of the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan Associ-
ation of Church Bell Ringers have been pleased to assist in arrang-
ing these sessions and to provide the necessary expert guidance
every Friday night. I do hope you can all come along to have fun
and enjoy learning in this very worthwhile opportunity

        Huvin Thompson - Tower Captain

* * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * *

On the evening of Saturday 11th June, Thornbury Orchestra will be
holding a concert in Berkeley Church in aid of SARA (Severn
Area Rescue Association) who will benefit from the ticket sales
and refreshments sold during the interval.

Ticket price - Adults £10 - Children go free

Tickets available online:
Thornburyorchestra.org.uk

Or on the door
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BONUS BALL SWEEPSTAKE

May
WINNERS

Charlie Trotman   39
 Helen Stone

 Val Wakefield   35
 Anna Butcher

 Dot Beard    08
 Karen Hobbs

 Percy Langford   20
 Sara Jones

YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT
TO WIN IT!

Supporting the churches of -

St. Andrew, Sharpness

St. John, Slimbridge

THANK YOU!
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My dear Nephew Darren
This has been an unusual month: we have moved from hysterical excitement
to deep disappointment within the space of days.

For many years, our vestry has displayed an oil painting generously donated
by the Dowager Duchess of Stansby – given to us, I suspect, because her son,
the tenth Duke, would not allow it in his house. It was supposed to depict
Daniel in the lions’ den, although I always thought it looked more like a pro-
spective adopter visiting a dog rescue centre. The Dowager was less than
pleased when it wasn’t made the centrepiece in the sanctuary, but we man-
aged to persuade her that her exceptional work of art would be safer from
theft if locked away.

Then - our cleaner happened to knock it off the wall. If it had landed in her
bucket of disinfectant and been totally destroyed, it would have been a sad-
ness I suspect I could have learned to bear. But something more interesting
happened. Some of the Dowager’s oil was chipped off – to reveal a painting
underneath of what looked like a cherub.

The cleaner told the churchwarden, who instructed her not to tell anyone
about the find. This inevitably meant that, within the hour, the entire parish
knew of the discovery of what had already been transformed into a priceless
pre-Raphaelite treasure. Our churchwarden has yet to learn the fact that if
you tell someone something in complete confidence, they assume it means
they can only tell one other person at a time.

By evening, mutually opposed camps had already formed. Miss Timmins
wanted the treasure to be placed in a side chapel, as a shrine, preferably with
candles permanently burning beside it. She envisaged St James the Least of
All becoming a place of pilgrimage, and that this yet-to-be revealed cherub
may work miracles of healing. She was already asking for opinions about
where the car park should be built to cater for the thousands of tourists who
would soon be flocking here. Another group wanted to sell it as soon as pos-
sible and use the money to repair our church tower. A third group insisted
the fortune it would raise be given to African missionaries. Meanwhile, the
tenth Duke was consulting his solicitors to see how he might get the canvas
back to his castle.

We compromised by getting the thing X-rayed, to see what work of art lay
underneath. It turned out to be by a local artist who had painted an advert
for the village pharmacist to sell his own brand of gripe water.

Shrines, towers and good deeds were quietly forgotten and the last we heard
of the tenth Duke was that he was consulting a second set of solicitors to see
if he can get out of paying the first set for the work that they had done to re-
trieve the painting.

Your loving uncle,

The Rectory
St. James the Least
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Word-search
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Sue Gibson School of Gardening
Shepherd’s Patch, Slimbridge

3-Term Courses in:
· Garden Design (beginners)

· Garden Design & Management
(improvers)

Saturday Workshops on:
· Pruning Shrubs & Roses (spring)

· Pruning Shrubs, Roses & Perennials
(summer)

· Growing & Training Fruit
in Small Spaces

(summer)

Call Sue Gibson
on 01453 890820

www.iteachgardening.co.uk
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Backpage Picture

Carol (right) & Katrina Bailey say farewell to the church at Sharpness.
Carol was Churchwarden at the opening of the church in 1992.

Katrina was Churchwarden up until May this year.
See their letter on page 18


