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VICAR:        Revd. Bill Boon        Email: bill.boon@btinternet.com
 The Vicarage Sanigar Lane, Newtown (01453) 811 360 Day off - Monday

COMMUNITY CHAPLAIN:    Revd. Mary Tucker
  Hinton Cottage, Hinton.  (01453) 811 105

Email: marycountry12@gmail.com
READER:    Mr. Stilman Davis
 Orchard Lea, Churchend, Slimbridge. (01453) 890 783

Email: stilman.davis@tolutim.co.uk
 WORSHIP LEADERS:
 (Slimbridge) Mr David Carrington
                        Email: davidwsp1@yahoo.co.uk

(Sharpness)  Mrs Carol Bailey (01453) 810 850

CHURCHWARDENS

Mrs Margaret Price (Purton) The Mill House, Purton       (01453) 811 250
Ms Katrina Bailey (Sharpness) 8 Jubilee Way        (01453) 810 850
Mr David Carrington (Slimbridge) 8 Lancelot Court       (01453) 890 031
Mrs Sue Gibson (Slimbridge) May Cottage, Shepherds Patch   (01453) 890 820

Parochial Church Council Officers
Sharpness with Purton
Mrs Carol Bailey  (Secretary) 8 Jubilee Way                             (01453) 810 850
Mr Peter Crews (Treasurer) 67 Oldminster Road                     (01453) 811 370

Slimbridge
Mrs Pamela Storey (Secretary) The White Lion. Bristol Road

Email: pamelastorey@btinternet.com
Mr Pieter Koole (Treasurer) April Cottage, Shepherds Patch

Email: koole.pieter@googlemail.com

For Baptisms, Confirmations, Home Communions,
Wedding Arrangements etc...

Please contact the Vicar.
Benefice Website: www.heuristika.co.uk/lfgdiscussion/
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Parish Diary - May 2022
(1st) SUNDAY 1st - EASTER 3
9.00am  1662 Prayer Book Communion  St. John’s, Slimbridge
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Sung Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Morning Prayer              St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(2nd) SUNDAY  8th - EASTER 4
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Sung Communion             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(3rd) SUNDAY 15th - EASTER 5
9.30am  Sung Communion   St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Family Service               St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Sung Communion                      St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

WEDNESDAY 17th

7.30pm  Sharpness Annual Church Meeting      St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(4th) SUNDAY 22nd - EASTER 6
10.00am Benefice Communion              St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

No Services at  Purton and Slimbridge Today!

(5th) SUNDAY  29th - EASTER 7
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Sung Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Morning Prayer              St. Andrew’s, Sharpness
2.30pm  Holy Baptism     St. John’s, Purton
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How many of us have tried to
help someone who doesn’t
want to be helped? Whether

that person is an adult who has not
yet reached a point where they want
to help themselves; or
a child who is de-
termined to be
independent
and - because
of course
they know
best - do it
their way,
even if we
as adults
know bet-
ter. We
know that
our attempts
to help where it
is not wanted are
more often than not
unsuccessful. Parents all
over the world have at some point
struggled to wrestle their deter-
mined toddlers into a pram, high
chair, car seat or similar. Anyone
who has tried to lift up a small
child who does not want to be
picked up knows that lifting some-
one up requires active participation!

At Easter, Christ was raised up by
his Father. The Ancient Greek for
“raise up” translates as “arises”. The
Greek implies active participation,
which is slightly lost in translation.
But Christ was an active participant
in his passion and resurrection. Je-

sus was not passive; he chose to go
along with his Father’s plan. He had
a task to perform and he performed
it. We too are asked to be active par-
ticipants in our own salvation: we

have to want to be
saved.

Christ has
done all that

he can, his
ministry is
complete,
and he is
on the
cusp of the
final part
of his Fa-

ther’s plan:
“I glorified

you on earth by
finishing the

work that you gave
me to do”, Jesus says

(John17:4). In this Gos-
pel Jesus prays for his dis-

ciples – that of course is the
future Church. “All mine are

yours, and yours are mine; and I
have been glorified in them. And
now I am no longer in the world, and
I am coming to you. Holy Father,
protect them in your name that you
have given me, so that they may be
one, as we are one” (17:10-11).

This theme of coming together and
being protected by the Father’s love
continues through so much of the
Church’s history. On his way to a

Parsonally
Speaking

“After Jesus had spoken these words he looked
up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has

come; glorify your Son so that he may
glorify you.’” (John 17:1).
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martyr’s death at the beginning of the second century, St Ignatius of Anti-
och wrote to his churches, begging them to stay united, under all circum-
stances. Perpetua and Felicity, a young noblewoman and her slave girl,
were united by their common discipleship as they, too, faced death in the
Roman arena in the third century. Perpetua’s father, who was not a Chris-
tian, begged her to give up her faith and her new-found friends and save
her life, but she refused. Even the hardened Roman crowd were moved at
the sight of these two young women facing death, holding hands as equals,
united by their faith.

Under terrible circumstances, these Christian witnesses were “protected”
in unity by God. Not, perhaps, the kind of protection that most of us would
seek under those circumstances, but certainly the kind of protection that
enabled them to be true to themselves. Out of their faithful witness, the
Gospel spread throughout the world, the Good News that we belong togeth-
er, with God’s Son.

Those who know God’s unconditional love are invited into a mutual friend-
ship with him: he is not going to drag us, kicking and screaming like a
toddler, into eternal life with him. No! He invites us to know him, to love
him, and to follow him through that gateway. As Jesus prays for his disci-
ples in this Gospel he acknowledges that they have played their part: “Now
they know that everything you have given me is from you”; he says, “for the
words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that
you sent me” (17:8). We are asked to believe and to follow. And if we do
this, we have the hope and the promise of a share in Christ’s glory.

Beautiful words, but how can we live out this Gospel message? A quick
skim of our national papers and we can see that all over the world Chris-
tians continue to face persecution; in the West this is less likely to be
physical abuse, but Christians may face soft persecution – being made to
look foolish. Today’s words from St. John are all about discipleship. We
cannot help those who do not want to be helped, but we can show that we
are Christians by being bold about our faith as we go about our daily lives.
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Understanding the Bible
Canon Paul Hardingham offers his introduction to Christianity

The Bible is a popular book, with five billion copies sold world-
wide every year, as well as a uniquely precious book. At her
coronation the Queen was given a Bible, ‘the most precious thing
this world affords’.

The Bible isn’t simply one book, but a library of 66 books, com-
posed by some 44 writers over a period of 1500 years in a
range of styles including history, poetry, prophecy, letters and
apocalyptic (looking at the end times). Despite having a number
of different writers, the Bible claims one author - God Himself!

As the Word of God, it is the primary way by which God speaks
to us. ‘All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, re-
buking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man
of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work’ (2 Tim-
othy 3:16). The Bible is inspired (‘the word of God in the words
of men’) and is a manual for life, equipping us to live for God in
every aspect of our lives. We also have the promise of the Holy
Spirit, who helps us to apply its words to our lives: ‘But when
He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth’
John 16:13.

The Bible can also be described as a love letter from God, as it
deepens our relationship with Him. Jesus said: ‘You diligently
study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess
eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about Me, yet you
refuse to come to Me to have life’ (John 5:39,40). Christians fol-
low a person not a book, and the Scriptures are intended to
help us to know Jesus better. Like a signpost, the Bible points us
to the person of Jesus.
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Rector; Rev. W. H. Thomas, M.A.
Church Wardens; Mr. J. Wherrett and Mr. W. P. Hill.

My dear People,

No doubt you all know by now that the Church Council is arranging to
hold a Church Fete in the Rectory garden on Saturday, May 29th. The fol-
lowing programme will include among other things the following attrac-
tions: Baby Show; Children’s Fancy Dress Parade; Swedish dancing by
pupils of Slimbridge School; a short play, various stalls, games and com-
petitions, including: bowling for a live pig concluding with a dance in the
hall at night.

Roll up in hundreds and help to make this day a great social success.

We beg to acknowledge, with many thanks the following amounts to-
wards the expenses of repairing the Parish Church Clock:

£ s d
Slimbridge Labour Party (Women’s Section)  1 1 0
Ditto (Men’s Section)     1 1 0
Donation Miss Merrett:      10 6
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Ditto (Mrs Morris, White House)   10 0
Proceeds of the Youth Club Dance   8  3 0
Bell Ringers Whist Drive:   10 14 10
Concert ‘Robin Hood’ (Mrs Thomas)  13 17  0
    Total:           **35 16 10.

This just about provides the sum needed by the Council to carry on with the
repairs. Messrs John Smith, Church Clock Makers of Derby, have been in-
structed to do the necessary work, which they will begin as soon as they can.

The Council has appointed Mrs Griffin,  as Church Cleaner and we
hope that she will find much happiness in doing that work for the Church.

I would like to express my appreciation of the way in which Mrs Percy Pe-
glar continues to attend voluntarily to our altar linen. It all looked so clean
and wonderful for the Easter Festival.

We offer our sincere condolences to the families of Wm. Witchard and Alan
Burrows who have recently passed away. Both Mr Witchard and Mr Bur-
rows had suffered greatly for a long time. May God grant rest to them and
comfort the bereaved.

May 1st  Mrs Workman; 8th Mrs J Haine; (In memoriam); 15th Miss H Pearce;
22nd Miss Thomas; 29th Mrs Wherrett.

8th Mrs Thomas; 22nd Miss Thomas;

May 1st B Cobb; 8th S Ward; 15th D Pattenden and J Vellacott; 22nd M Gaz-
zard; 29th M Timbrell.

Morning 2nd May Mr S Noad; 9th Mr D Noad; 16th Mr H Hobbs; 23rd Mr J
Brown; Mr P Peglar; 16th Mr G Tudor; 23rd Mr C Hill; 30th Mr C Wall.

The children’s Lent boxes realised *£3 18s 10d, just a little more than last
year. The receipt can be seen on the notice board in the porch.
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Thursday May 6th. Holy Communion 9.45 am. Evensong 7.30pm.

Empire Youth Sunday May 9th.

Whitsun Day May 16th Holy Communion at 7.15 and 8am.

Trinity Sunday May 23rd.

Please note the dates of these festivals and attend the services.

We offer our congratulations to Mr and Mrs E Blatchford on the occasion of
their marriage and hope they will have many years of married life together.
Their home will be at Lymington Hants.

I would like to say how much we appreciate the work that Mrs L Sealey is
doing on behalf of the children in the Sunday school.

May God’s blessing be with you all, in your work and in your homes.

Your friend and Rector. W. H Thomas
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  Nigel Beeton writes: Perhaps this month we may be blessed enough to be
able to go for a nice walk in the country. I love to do that, but I’m an idiot
when it comes to cows…

Some cows are big, some cows are fat
But all cows stare at me like that!

Some are smooth and some are hairy,
But this I know, all cows are scary!

And when I take a country stroll
My mouth dries out, my eyeballs roll

My body shakes just like a rattle
If I cross a field of cattle!

And as upon my way I go
I wonder why they love me so

I hear them make a snort of glee
As they come trotting up to me!

My wife – she thinks I am a fool
For thinking ev’ry cow’s a bull

She cannot change my false belief
And so, I’m shaking like a leaf!

Yes, I do love a country walk
The rabbits, trees, the sparrowhawk

Just one thing causes furrowed brows –
If I must cross a field of cows!

 Nigel Beeton
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Attendance Gift Aid Envelopes Cash

Sharpness:     247 £155     £75  £  55.00
Funeral:        £556.62
Donation: (General)      £  24.00
Bonus Ball:       £236.00
Magazines:       £  26.00
PCC Fees:       £  85.00
Printing:       £    9.63
Rent:        £300.00

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £1,522.25     £1,816.73                 -£294.48

From 1st Jan. 2022 St. Andrew’s has received £200.63 more than it has spent

Purton:       77 £260    £30  £120.10
Donations: (Gift Aided)      £  27.00
Baptism:       £  26.00
Wall Boxes:       £  86.74
Magazines:       £  30.00
PCC Fees:       £  85.00
Printing:       £    9.62
Fabric Fund:                    (£  50.00)

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £674.46       £1,128.01             -£453.55

From 1st Jan. 2022 St. John’s has spent £266.55 more than it has received

Slimbridge:      163 £375    £0  £0
Rent:        £261.94
Donations: (General)      £  50.00
Fund-Raising: (Alzheimer's)     £284.00
Magazines:       £190.00
Bonus Ball:                   £2041.00
Bells:        £  37.00

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £3,382.94      £1,586.10        +£1,796.84

From 1st Jan. 2022 St. John’s has received £1,534 more than it has spent

From the Registers - March 2022
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We welcomed into the Lord’s family:
ELSIE MAE McDONNELL (Sharpness)   17th April

 We commended to the Lord’s keeping:
  JOHN TURL (Sharpness)    13th April
  RONALD MANNS (Gloucester Crematorium)  20th April

 We laid to rest the remains of
 BERNARD TUDOR (Slimbridge)   29th April

Sharpness Bonus Ball

Back in 1997 we were looking for ways of raising funds for
the upkeep of our church. I heard a piece on the local radio
about a fundraising idea using the bonus ball from the National
Lottery Saturday draw. We decided that this might work for us
and so we began selling numbers for the draws beginning in
November that year. This proved highly successful and to date
has raised just over £31,000.00 for the church. Since it’s in-
ception I have overseen the collection of the monies and the
distribution of the winnings (half of each week’s income). As
you will be aware by now, I’m sure, Bill is retiring at the end
of August and we will be moving away. It would be a shame
to lose this valuable source of income, so I’m hoping there will
be someone who would be willing to take over the running of
the scheme. Since 2014 I have been using an Excel spreadsheet
to keep track of everything and it is not a very onerous task.

Julie Boon
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Close Attention to Text

Written by Karen O’Donnell

1 Corinthians 15:51-end
Listen, I tell you a mystery! We will not all sleep, but we will all be
changed, in a flash in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For
the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we
will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperish-
able, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been
clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the
saying that was written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up
in victory.
Where O death is your victory?
Where O death is your sting?”

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be
to God, he gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore my dear brothers and sisters stand firm, let nothing move
you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord because you
know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.

‘Where, O death, is your victory?’ (v55)
Paul draws this chapter on the resurrection to a close with the climatic
vision of the future. The trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised, and
we will be changed. This climax is evidence of the final victory over
death that has been established by God.

Death has preoccupied the mind of many great thinkers throughout
time. The philosopher Socrates said that the true philosopher is always
preparing for death and dying. Psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud often re-
ferred to ‘the painful riddle of death’, arguing that if life is to be en-
dured, one must first come to terms with the fact of one’s death, the end
of life. Death preoccupies the mind of Paul as well; however, it is not
the overriding power of death that he dwells on, rather the defeat of
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death. The perishable becomes imperishable, the mortal becomes im-
mortal, and death loses its victory.

It is not, then, the end of life that one must come to terms with but rather
the eternal life. The riddle of death, for the Christian, is that death is not
the end but a transition from mortal to immortal, from perishable to im-
perishable. The final application of this reimagining of death is that be-
cause we are assured of our eternal destiny, our lives and the work we
do within them have a point, a meaning, a purpose. We do not labour in
vain.

U U U U U U U U

26th May

In Salvador Dali’s picture of Jesus’
ascension all you can see are his
feet! As we celebrate the event this
month, it prompts the question

Peter says
Jesus

 (1 Peter
3:22). However, the New Testa-
ment tells us three things about
what Jesus is doing at the Father’s
side.

At Pentecost Peter said that Jesus is

(Acts 2:
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33-4). Peter is affirming Jesus’ position of authority and power at the
heart of the universe.  By pouring out the gift of the Holy Spirit upon
us, Jesus gives us a foretaste of the life of heaven ie eternal life, for-
giveness, healing, release and God’s provision for our lives.

When Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was being stoned to death by
the Jewish authorities he points out,

 (Acts 7:56). Our experience of
heaven is only ever partial, as we live with the reality of suffering and
setbacks. However, Jesus is still on the throne! We are called to trust
him daily.

The Bible also tells us that
 (Romans 8:34, cf Hebrews 7:25). Even when we don’t know how

to pray, we have the assurance that Jesus is already praying for us! He
knows our needs even better than we do ourselves, so when we feel
condemned or defeated in our Christian lives, we have somebody on
our side!

The Ascension reminds us that the risen Jesus lives in the immediate
presence of God, and both transcends and embraces our present expe-
rience. This truth lies at the heart of the  language used to describe
the event.

(Tom Wright).
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Smile for a While
Not expecting this
The young minister took his wife to the Maternity Hospital and was
told it would be a long labour. So, he agreed to ring at lunchtime for
news. But when he phoned, he dialled the wrong number and got the
County Cricket Ground. He said: “I brought my wife to your place
early this morning. Is there any news?”
He was surprised to be told: “Yes, there are seven out and the last
two were ducks.”

J J J J J

Mistake
A mistake is proof that someone was at least trying to accomplish
something.

J J J J J

Found
On the church noticeboard:  Contact lens found in church. See
vicar. If you can.

J J J J J

Those memorable school reports…
What did your teachers say about your progress at school?  The
following were sent into the Daily Telegraph some years ago….
~ One of my French reports simply said:  ‘Sheila attended the les-
sons’. -  Sheila Blow, Surrey
~ My housemaster wrote: ‘He has an overdeveloped unawareness.’ -
Ian Jones, Wirral
~ A friend’s son’s report said: ‘By the time he has mastered French,
he will be too old to cross the Channel.’ – M Knaggs, Dorset
~  My teacher observed: ‘The improvement in his handwriting has
revealed his inability to spell.’ - Colin Sutherland, Switzerland
~  My teacher was a realist: ‘I am sorry to have to tell you that he
is doing his best.’ Stan Proctor, Surrey
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It was -

, on 26th May 1897 that Bram Stoker’s hor-
ror novel Dracula was published.

, on 27th May 1922 that Christopher Lee,
British film actor was born.  Best known for his many
Hammer Horror films, especially his role as Dracula.
He also played a leading role in The Lord of the Rings
and The Hobbit. (Died 2015)

, on 9th May 1932 that London’s Piccadilly
Circus was lit with electrical lighting for the first time.
The road junction later became famous for its neon
lighting and video advertising displays.

, on 25th May 1962 that the new Coventry
Cathedral was consecrated. The previous one had been
destroyed by German bombing during WWII.

, 1st May 1997 that the Labour Party won a
landslide victory, ending 18 years of Conservative
Rule. Tony Blair became Prime Minister.
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The National Churches Trust

As the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations approach, The National
Churches Trust has issued a ‘Royal Proclamation’ to thank her for
her patronage of the Trust for nearly 70 years.

Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth has been the Patron of the National
Churches Trust since 1953, when the Historic Churches Preservation
Trust, its predecessor charity was founded. In that time, it has sup-
ported over 12,000 churches with grants and loans, in excess of £100
million.

To mark Queen Elizabeth's support for its work, the Trust has now
produced a special Royal Proclamation which thanks her for her pa-
tronage.

Luke March, Chairman on the National Churches Trust said: "As
one of the first charities to be honoured with the Patronage of Queen
Elizabeth, we are very grateful to have had her support continuously
throughout her reign.

"Our origins date back to the early 1950's when the condition of par-
ish churches was in a perilous state, due to the almost total cessation
of maintenance and repair during the Second World War.

"After almost 70 years of our work, challenges still remain but we
are determined to ensure that churches continue to be at the heart of
communities throughout the UK and that their magnificent heritage is
safeguarded for future generations.  Since 1953 we have helped keep
many thousands of churches open, being used and in good repair
confident in the steadfast support of Queen Elizabeth.”

In a message to mark the Trust's 60th anniversary in 2013, Queen
Elizabeth wrote: “Since the foundation of the Historic Churches
Preservation Trust in 1953, I have seen the excellent work you have
undertaken to support historic church buildings in this country.”

The National Churches Trust’s Royal Proclamation is also available
to download on the National Churches Trust’s
website. [www.nationalchurchestrust.org/TheQueen]
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I began April’s magazine by writing . .  .
“Well – this month’s magazine article and the next two (May &
June) are going to be a bit different.  Some of you will be read-
ing this before Paul and I disappear, but many of you after East-
er, so hopefully we’ll be gone and you won’t see us again until
June!!!
So . . .  these extracts are from two sources. - my contemplative
journal which goes on, as does my saying of Morning and
Evening Prayer, but also our joint Boat Log which is written as
we pootle along. I hope you’ll enjoy them both!”

I ended . . .
 “Further adventures both spiritual and boating next month”
. . . so here you are part two of a three month series which could, like a
recent TV programme, be called ‘Canal Boat Diaries’.

Sunday 8th April
Journal – Morning Prayer
I’ve been using the ‘Jesus Prayer’ recently as a sort of mantra just re-
peating it over and over as I march along the tow path, or just gaze out
at the world from the back of the boat, I find it very soothing – some
people would call it ‘mindfulness’ I think.
 “Lord, Jesus Christ,
 Son of the living God,
 have mercy on me a sinner.”
It is informing this morning’s contemplative time.
LORD, creator God, master of all, who has filled this quiet morning
with the coo of doves, the patter of rain and the relentless song of spring
birds; JESUS, come to earth, human as we are, to experience the com-
fort and the unease, the love and the hate, the work, the pleasures, the
laughter and the tears; CHRIST, you took upon your shoulders all that is
wrong in our lives, our land, our world, and though you were the only
beloved SON, allowed, nay intended, that we should visit all that is
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worst in us upon you that, as a present and LIVING GOD, you could
show the MERCY of your forgiveness to us.
Boat Log
A gentle meander today – first Crick Tunnel then enjoying new sights
and views as we turn onto the unexplored (by us) Welford Arm.
4.15 turned onto the Welford Arm and by 5.30 were moored in the only
available space in the basin at the end after doing a tortuous 9 point
turn!!!!  For the first time this holiday we are absolutely soaked!  Hur-
rah for Kevin (our enormous vintage engine) who doubles as a storage
heater and will dry our coats and trews and gloves and hats and . . .
overnight!
Very worried about an elderly lady we met at the one and only lock.
Nervous and quiet querulous, she said this was her first ever lock, she
was having a ‘try-out’ ahead of taking the boat (a tiny little thing) down
to Surrey next week!!!!!!!!!!!!  Alone!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
We helped her as best we could but she really didn’t have a clue, was
worried about her dog, and obviously has NO idea what awaits her . . .
for example her first lock on the main canal will be the broad one out-
side The New Inn which has very heavy gates and tough paddle gear.
Oh dear!

Monday 9th April
Journal – Morning Prayer
Another day dawns with laughter on its lips – looking back to last
evening when we laughed ‘til we cried; looking back down the last 40+
years of canal boating our logs also filled with laughter.  You are the
God of delight and laughter, of joy and thanksgiving, of love and ‘com-
fortable homeliness’, as Julian of Norwich would put it.  My joy in bird-
song which drowns the nearby traffic noise is your joy; my enjoyment
of my first cup of tea on a chilly morning gives you pleasure, for you
have known what it is to be human and somehow you give a glimpse of
your ineffable greatness, your unimaginable power and love, through
such simple thing.
 “O Lord open our lips
 and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.”
Boat Log
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It’s not raining!!
HURRAY!!  I’ve put
my (now nice and
dry) gear on anyway
being a bit of a pessi-
mist!
This is a lovely little
arm with plenty of
boats – off we go!
We’re both in a state
of deep concern over
the lady we met yes-
terday who we have
just helped back down
the lock.  She shows,
if anything, LESS un-
derstanding of what she is doing than then – ho hum – nothing more we
can do (except pray) she’s certainly determined if nothing else.
We follow her back to the main canal and there’s a selfish bit of me that
is glad she’s turning left back down to Crick as we continue North to-
wards Kilworth and eventually the great flight of locks at Foxton.
Minor panic as we approached Husbands Bosworth Tunnel when the
headlight (a great big, old, brass search light) stopped working!!  Paul
got it going – a good thing as we met three boats coming the other way!
We should get to Foxton comfortably this afternoon where hopefully we
can moor – there’s a pub (though many don’t do food on Monday’s any
more) and a Museum to visit before we begin ‘The Great Descent!’

But you’re going to have to wait until next month for that . . . .
further adventures both spiritual and boating next month
With love and many blessings
Mary Tucker
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The Story Behind. . . Lead Kindly Light

Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom,
Lead thou me on;

The night is dark, and I am far from home,
Lead thou me on.

Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see
The distant scene; one step enough for me.

A celebrated - and controversial -Victorian wrote the poem on which
‘Lead Kindly Light’ is based. Queen Victoria loved John Henry New-
man's poem ‘The Pillar of the Cloud’; she was in two minds about its
author and his religious ideas, still, on her deathbed this was the work
she wanted to have read to her.
Newman experienced two conversions. His first in 1816, described as
a transformation in the religious life, followed an illness when he was
at private school in Ealing. “I know perfectly well”, he wrote, “and
thankfully confess to thee, O my God, that thy wonderful grace turned
me right round when I was more like a devil than a wicked boy, at the
age of 15”. The ‘wicked boy’, rather the shy, vigorous seeker, went to
Trinity College, Oxford and on to be a fellow at Oriel, and in 1829, a
year following the death of the Mary, his greatly loved youngest sister,
he became Vicar at Saint Mary's, Oxford. His search for spiritual truth
continued, through his work and the Oxford Movement, as writer,
thinker, preacher - and later following his second conversion and re-
ception into the Catholic Church in 1845.
Newman wrote ‘The Pillar of Cloud’ long before, in June 1833, on
board a boat carrying oranges to the port of Marseille. Still suffering
from a deep fever contracted in Sicily during his travels around the
Mediterranean, he was enduring, 19th century style, a long journey
without timetables or maps. The boat became becalmed, windless, for
a week in the Straits of Bonifacio. Newman was sick in body and heart.
The revolution in France, politics and church matters in England had
taken their toll on him. He was passionately longing for home.
The words that impassioned prayer in this hymn are wonderful for
the singer to perform. They are very descriptive words. In later years
Newman would say that it was the tune, written by a Yorkshireman,
John Dykes, that gave this hymn its popularity among the Victorian so-
ciety.
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Continuing Rhyming History of Britain
House of Hanover

1714 - 1901
The Church was now a top career
Like banking, law or brewing beer:

So Methodism soon began
To cater for the common man.

The poor trudged miles to be told
By Wesley just what heaven would hold,

If only they'd pull up their socks
And put some money in the box.

This prompted thrift and application;
Which didn't always help salvation,
Since if they were a great success

They thought of heaven rather less.

King George the Third's reign left no doubt
That social change had come about;

And academic speculation
Addressed the problems of the nation.
To Smith, free trade was the solution

To Price, a moral revolution
Was overdue; while Bentham spread

Happiness on people’s bread.
But most reformers worth the name

Thought Poor Laws had to take the blame –
Softness (a popular expense)
Simply encouraged indolence.

James Muirden

Founded by
John Wesley

1703-91

Wesley’s
Complaint

1787

Adam Smith
‘Wealth of

The Nations’
Richard Price
‘Civil Liberty’

Jeremy
Bentham

‘Theory of
Legislation’
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THE WAY I SEE IT!
Bishop James Jones considers positions of power.

In Sophie Redder’s biography of Emmanuel Macron she recalls a
newspaper interview he gave in 2015. In it he ‘spoke of the ‘empti-
ness’ at the heart of the French Republic.’ The cause of the vacuum,
he suggested, was the absence of a ‘king’.

It had created ‘an emotional, imaginary collective void’.
He added that the French had over the centuries tried to fill it with
monarchical figures such as Napoleon and de Gaulle.

Some think that since his election in 2017 President Macron has de-
liberately styled himself as a ‘Jupiterian’ leader to be ‘the embodi-
ment of the nation’.

Some 300 years after Louis 14th famously declared, ‘L’etat, c’est
moi’ (The state – it’s me) President Macron has again claimed the
throne of France.

Here on this side of the Channel many contend we have ample evi-
dence that a monarch embodies the nation, especially in this year of
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. But one of the traditions that’s
evolved is that the Monarchy rises above the political fray so that it
might be a unifying symbol of the nation. Not so in France. The divi-
sive election has cut the Republic in two.

Ever since there have been Kings and Queens there’s been a notion
of a divine right – that the Sovereign is anointed, given authority by
God to rule. That’s often resulted in despotic reigns.

But with the coming of Jesus and his own claim to be a King there’s
a new model of Kingship and leadership.

Not that Jesus was a powerless leader. He had no power within the
structures but he was powerful charismatically – he could silence
critics, make people part with their money, walk through hostile
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crowds, heal the sick – he could and did make a material difference
to people’s lives. But he did all of that with a humility that didn’t
vault himself over others.

In the Easter Story Pontius Pilate questioned Jesus about his king-
ship. Jesus replied, ‘My kingdom is not of this world’. That didn’t
mean Heaven was indifferent to what happens here on Earth. But
that his authority to be King came not from Pilate but from God.
Such knowledge gave him humility.

President Macron bruised by an intense campaign might reflect, to-
gether with politicians of every hue, that it might be humility which
brings out the best in people – whether Kings, Queens or Presidents

The Little Things We Miss

It’s the little things we miss.
A morning kiss, an evening kiss,

Cup of tea in bed, maybe
Soldiers and an egg.

Plans for the day, much to say,
A loving embrace, face to face.

Joy of a meal shared,
The little things to show we cared.

Brenda Meredith
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NOTICES

St John’s Church Slimbridge Bonus Ball Sweepstakes

The first Bonus Ball Sweepstake has been running throughout April
with four lucky winners so far. Thank you to everyone who signed up
and paid their money so promptly.

The take-up for the second set of balls has been almost as enthusiastic
as the first set. As of Saturday 23 April there are just 15 balls that still
need owners. The available numbers are 16, 18, 31–33, 37, 42, 43,
48, 50–54 and 56. If you would like to sign up, or even buy a second
ball, for a weekly stake of £1, please contact Ros Davies on
Slimbridge.bonus@btinternet.com or phone or text my number
07481 018988.

Ros Davies

COFFEE MORNING

& Produce Stall on Saturday 7th May

Slimbridge Village Hall

10.30 - 12 noon

Raising funds for Slimbridge Junior Cricketers
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BONUS BALL SWEEPSTAKE

April
WINNERS

Percy Langford   20
 Sarah Jones

 Eileen Smith   17
 Daniel Hobbs

 Sandra Smith   44
 Pamela Storey

 Fay Thomas    15
 Angela Whitcombe

YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT
TO WIN IT!

Supporting the churches of -
St. Andrew, Sharpness
St. John, Slimbridge

One number vacant on the Sharpness Card.

THANK YOU!
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My dear Nephew Darren
A Spring parish picnic is always a good idea – although you must bear
some details in mind. First, whatever date you choose will turn out be
the wettest of the year. English picnics are invariably eaten under um-
brellas while wearing Wellingtons and the sort of determinedly cheer-
ful look that defies anyone to admit they would rather be home in
front of the fire.

Second, no matter how early in the year, wasps will emerge from hi-
bernation in huge numbers, and terrorise Mrs Hornby with the picnic
baskets. And thirdly, someone will bring along their (hungry) dog. Last
time Colonel Psmith’s spaniel outdid herself: she leapt up, head butted
a piece of Madeira cake out of Mrs Horngirdle’s hand - and ate the lot
– before even a crumb could touch the ground. A good piece of field
work, that.

Half-way through the afternoon, some over-excited member of the
party will decide to arrange a game of rounders. (Mr Poppinjay tried
this one year, as in his youth he had been athletic. Fortunately, the am-
bulance got there quickly, and the ankle healed well.)  Then the moth-
ers who join in will completely ignore the ball sailing past them, while
they discuss some burning topic of Mother’s Union gossip.

In the meantime, the young choir members, who were the reason for
arranging the game in the first place, will have drifted off to the lake
to throw stones at the ducks while no one is looking.

For our annual picnic, I use my own car, making sure it is so full of
clerical robes and church magazines that no one else can fit in.
Throughout the day, I keep returning to it to make sure no one has
broken in to steal the Communion wine – and taking the opportunity
to catch up on the cricket scores. By the middle of the afternoon, I usu-
ally remember that some urgent duty, such as blessing a traction en-
gine, demands my departure.

The rest of the party, by now soaked, cold and knowing the coach to
take them home is still several hours off, only wish they had such de-
manding work to tear them away.

Your loving uncle,

The Rectory
St. James the Least
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wordsearch
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Sue Gibson School of Gardening
Shepherd’s Patch, Slimbridge

3-Term Courses in:
· Garden Design (beginners)

· Garden Design & Management
(improvers)

Saturday Workshops on:
· Pruning Shrubs & Roses (spring)

· Pruning Shrubs, Roses & Perennials
(summer)

· Growing & Training Fruit
in Small Spaces

(summer)

Call Sue Gibson
on 01453 890820

www.iteachgardening.co.uk
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Here is an unusual view of Slimbridge Church.
Taken by members of the History Society

who are currently working on remapping the graves


