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MINISTRY TEAM

VICAR:        Revd. Bill Boon        Email: bill.boon@btinternet.com
 The Vicarage Sanigar Lane, Newtown (01453) 811 360 Day off - Monday

COMMUNITY CHAPLAIN:    Revd. Mary Tucker
  Hinton Cottage, Hinton.  (01453) 811 105

Email: marycountry12@gmail.com
READER:    Mr. Stilman Davis
 Orchard Lea, Churchend, Slimbridge. (01453) 890 783

Email: stilman.davis@tolutim.co.uk
 WORSHIP LEADERS:
 (Slimbridge) Mr David Carrington
                        Email: davidwsp1@yahoo.co.uk

(Sharpness)  Mrs Carol Bailey (01453) 810 850

CHURCHWARDENS

Mrs Margaret Price (Purton) The Mill House, Purton       (01453) 811 250
Ms Katrina Bailey (Sharpness) 8 Jubilee Way        (01453) 810 850
Mr David Carrington (Slimbridge) 8 Lancelot Court       (01453) 890 031

Vacancy - Slimbridge Warden

Parochial Church Council Officers
Sharpness with Purton
Mrs Carol Bailey  (Secretary) 8 Jubilee Way                             (01453) 810 850
Mr Peter Crews (Treasurer) 67 Oldminster Road                     (01453) 811 370

Slimbridge
Mrs Pamela Storey (Secretary) The White Lion. Bristol Road

Email: pamelastorey@btinternet.com
Mr Pieter Koole (Treasurer) April Cottage, Shepherds Patch

Email: koole.pieter@googlemail.com

For Baptisms, Confirmations, Home Communions,
Wedding Arrangements etc...

Please contact the Vicar.
Benefice Website: www.heuristika.co.uk/lfgdiscussion/
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Parish Diary - September 2021
FRIDAY 3rd - Merchant Navy Day
12 noon VINDI Wreath Laying Ceremony     Sharpness Docks

SATURDAY 4th - Birinus. Bishop. 650
9.00am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Slimbridge
12 noon  Wedding    St. John’s, Slimbridge

(1st) SUNDAY 5th - TRINITY 14
9.00am  1662 Prayer Book Communion  St. John’s, Slimbridge
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Sung Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Morning Prayer              St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

SATURDAY 11th

9.00am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Slimbridge

(2nd) SUNDAY 12th - TRINITY 15
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Sung Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Sung Communion             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

THURSDAY 16th - Edward Bouverie Pusey. Priest. 1882
7.30pm  Archdeacon’s Visitation           St. Mary’s, Wotton-U-Edge

SATURDAY 18th

9.00am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Slimbridge

(3rd) SUNDAY 19th - TRINITY 16
9.30am  Sung Communion   St. John’s, Purton
10.00am All Age Service               St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Informal Communion Service           St. Andrew’s, Sharpness
11.30am Holy Baptism    St. John’s, Purton

TUESDAY 21st - Matthew. Apostle and Evangelist
7.30pm  Sharpness PCC Meeting   St. John’s, Purton

WEDNESDAY 22nd -
7.30pm  Wotton Deanery Synod                Holy Trinity, Wickwar

SATURDAY 25th - Lancelot Andrewes. Bishop. Spiritual Writer. 1626
9.00am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Slimbridge
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(4th) SUNDAY 26th - TRINITY 17
10.00am Benefice Communion    St. John’s, Purton
2.30pm  Holy Baptism    St. John’s, Purton

No Services at  Slimbridge or Sharpness Today!

WEDNESDAY 29th - Michael & All Angels
7.30pm  Slimbridge PCC Meeting  St. John’s, Slimbridge

OCTOBER

SATURDAY 2nd

9.00am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Slimbridge
10.30am Coffee Morning               Slimbridge Village Hall

SUNDAY 3rd - HARVEST
9.00am  1662 Prayer Book Communion  St. John’s, Slimbridge
9.30am  Harvest Morning Prayer   St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Harvest Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Harvest Morning Prayer             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

Slimbridge Coffee Mornings

Thanks to everyone who came along to our
first post-covid coffee morning.  We raised
over £300 for the Vale Community Hospital
League of Friends.

In September (4th) we will be supporting
SARA, the Severn Area Rescue Association.
Our October Coffee morning is on 2nd Octo-
ber and will have a special harvest theme.
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Angels glide in and out of the
biblical stories, and at Michael-
mas are centre stage. Never at

our beck and call, they are at God's
command, and are more often mes-
sengers and strengthen-
ers for an
uncomfortable
task than the
feel-good com-
forters of
popular cul-
ture.
It can be
said that An-
gels have
had their
share of ups
and downs. In
the Middle Ag-
es there was a
great deal of
speculation over their
existence both in form and
nature. This interestingly fol-
lowed much thought from the very
first centuries of the Church when
interest in angels was peripheral to
say the least. It was, in the main,
our Victorian ancestors who
brought them back into the heart of
church worship. – the next time you
are in Slimbridge church look above
you see the Victorian roof supported
by angels keeping watch and praying
for you in their celestial robes.
This re-interest in the life of angels
has continued into present-day socie-
ty. We often hear of people being ad-
dressed in angelic terms: “Be an
angel” or “She was stunning, she was
an angel”. Hollywood has no doubt

played its part in all this. Some years
ago the film ‘City of Angels’ staring
Nicholas Cage was released. It re-
volved around a community of guard-
ian angels and their charges. The

expression: “My guard-
ian angel was

looking out for
me,” was cer-

tainly brought
to the fore in

this film.
Popular
use of the
word “an-
gel” tends
to centre
on acts of

kindness
and helpful-

ness or on great
beauty. But a

trawl of the inter-
net also reveals seri-

ous interest in this
rather vague notion of

“guardian angels” quite in-
dependent of the Christian

faith. The Bible certainly has a
place for angels but at the same time

does not overstate their case because
throughout it affirms the supreme au-
thority of God the Trinity.
The Feast of Michael and All Angels
(Michaelmas) falls on the 29th of this
month and for most it will be just an-
other day. However, let us take a bib-
lical look at angels in general and the
archangel Michael in particular, to see
what they have to teach us.

Parsonally
Speaking

“You will see heaven opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of

Man.” (John 1:51)
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The word “angel” comes from the Greek and it means “messenger”. So it is that
an angel brings God’s message to Mary foretelling the birth of Jesus. He also
visits Zechariah over the birth of John the Baptist. Later a host of angels
announces to some shepherds near Bethlehem the good news that Jesus the
Saviour is born.
No doubt the archangel Michael has his messengerly functions to perform, but
he is also referred to in the Bible in other ways. So we find the Old Testament
book of Daniel calling him “one of the chief princes” (10:13) who was contend-
ing against the “prince of the kingdom of Persia”. Later he is referred to as “the
great prince, the protector of your people” (Daniel 12:1): protector, that is, of
the people of Israel. Jude in the New Testament tells us that “the archangel
Michael contended with the devil” (Jude 9), and Revelation 12:7 features him
with his angels fighting against “the dragon”, that is, the devil.
It is this last picture that leads to confusion, especially in visual imagery,
between Michael and St George, who also battled a dragon. These references,
slight as they may seem, have given rise over the centuries to much elaborate
imagery of Michael, who is frequently pictured in a suit of armour with sword
in hand, doing battle with Satan, who is being trampled underfoot.
We pray that the angels who always serve God in heaven may help and defend
us here on earth. Angels are a reminder of our need of help, our defence on
God's grace.

It's far better to pray and to get on with life, believing that God is strengthening
us, than to fret about whether or not we see an angel. The point is not so much
the angels, but the God they and we serve. "You will see heaven open, and the
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man", Jesus says to his
disciples. For that and all God's provision for us through Angels, we give thanks
in the words of Henry Lyte’s great hymn:

Angels, help us to adore him;
Ye behold him face to face;

Sun and moon, bow down before him,
Dwellers all in time and space:

Alleluia, alleluia,
Praise with us the God of grace.
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My dear People:

Sunday, September 7th, The Gift Service, the Free-will offerings will be
offered at Evensong Service. The envelopes containing the gifts to your
Parish Church will be called for by the collector, one day during the
week September, 1st to 6th.
Sunday, September 21st, Harvest Festival. Preacher. The Rev. D. N.
Dobson, M.A., Vicar of Frampton.

Sunday, September 28th (evening), the Festival of St. Michael and All
Angels will be observed.

Sunday October 5th. Dedication Festival, Preacher, the Rev J.H. Fisher,
M.A., Vicar of Berkeley.
Please note these dates of these Service and make every effort to attend
them.

A very special word of praise is due to the fine band of voluntary
workers organised by Miss H. Pearce and Mr. F. Hall, who weeded and
cleaned the churchyard paths. It is reported that everyone worked like
Trojans and wasn’t it hot! The Church Council ought to be proud that
we have such an enthusiastic and capable sub-committee taking such
a keen interest in this really essential work of the Church. Since this
work has been done, visitors from other parishes have been heard to
remark upon the tidy appearance of the Churchyard.
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In perfect weather, the Sunday school scholars with their teachers and
mothers thoroughly enjoyed the outing to Weston. Hearts were light,
and on the return journey, it was whispered that pockets were light
too. We were told that Slymbridge seemed quiet with 150 odd of its
people gone out for the day. The best thanks of all concerned are ac-
corded to Miss J. Evans and Miss I. Tudor for so ably organising the
parochial effort which realised the sum of *£16 pounds towards the
expenses of conveying the children.

The Rector wishes to thank Miss Nora Barton (of Worcester) for her
response to the appeal made in last month’s magazine for particulars
about the bells in the tower.

Young Wives meeting is on Thursday 18th September at 3pm.
Mothers’ Union meeting is on Thursday 25th September at 2.30pm.
Please note: Other items held over through lack of space

Your friend and Vicar
Rev W H Thomas M.A.
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The Willow Trust Update 2021

Each year up to 7,000 disabled and seriously ill children and adults
with their carers spend a day on board the lovely fully wheelchair ac-
cessible broad beamed boats travelling on the beautiful Gloucester to
Sharpness Canal. The two boats were purpose built for the Willow
Trust and are totally self funding depending on the kindness of people
who give their donations.
After so much upheaval brought about by COVID-19 over the last 18
months, the two boats, Spirit of Freedom II and Leonard Matchan,
started their first day back on the water again on Thursday 19th August
2021.
They will have been so excited to finally be able to welcome back their
guests, all of whom were so disappointed to miss out on their much
anticipated voyage last season.
They have a crew of some 80 volunteers, two fantastic full-time skip-
pers and two volunteer skippers.
Every single penny required to keep The Willow Trust afloat is raised
by the following people: The Rotary and Lions Clubs, Inner Wheel
Clubs and Lioness Clubs, the friends of the Willow Trust, Churches of
which Sharpness PCC donate to every month, schools, businesses, indi-
vidual Charitable Trusts and Legacies.
Lots of events will be happening over 2021 and 2022. A group of 7
people took to the skies in blistering heat in July 2021 by Tandem Sky-
dives, this followed on from the trail of 2 younger skydivers that
jumped back in November 2020. A wonderful amount of £26,700 has
been raised and that sum is still mounting.
In September 2022 after two thwarted attempts to take part in the
New York Marathon, Buzz one of the skippers, has decided to take on
the gruelling 970 mile cycle ride from Land's End to John O'Groats.
This will be a big undertaking that will last 9 days and 9 nights (camp-
ing).

Katrina Bailey
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 Nigel Beeton writes: “September, of course, is when we remember the Battle of
Britain – on the 15th, to be precise, the anniversary of the day on which the Battle
turned in Britain’s favour and Hitler realized that it would not be possible to in-
vade without incurring huge losses from air attack. Covid permitting, the Spit-
fires will be up in the sky this month, and we will watch in wonder and
gratitude.”

The heavens ring with Merlin’s roar
We gaze in wonder from the ground

To see a great old aircraft soar
And marvel at the engine’s sound.

The Spitfire loops and rolls and dives
We smile and gasp and clap and cheer;

The pilot shows his skill and strives
To make us think he has no fear!

No fear – but eighty years ago
Young men of barely adult age

Sat in those planes, true courage shown
They flew into the battle’s rage.

They too would loop and roll and dive
Not to impress a watching crowd

But so that Britain might survive –
And hist’ry shows they did us proud!

So many died within those planes
The watchers would with horror see
A blazing trail of smoke and flames
As brave men died to keep us free.

Yes – watch the Spitfire, and rejoice
Rejoice to see the pilot’s skill.

Remember those who had no choice
But met the foe with iron will.
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Attendance Gift Aid Envelopes Cash

Sharpness:       55 £172     £75  £  26.35
Funeral:      £  65.36
Bonus Ball:       £293.00
Misc:        £  50.00

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £681.71      £575.47                   +£106.24

From 1st Jan. 2021 St. Andrew’s has received £2,173.49 more than it has spent

Purton:      17 £60    £30  £  22.00
Donations: (Gift Aided)      £  32.50
Wall Boxes:       £  51.55
Misc:        £  50.00
Fabric Fund:       £  50.00

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £221.05       £144.60           +£ 76.45

From 1st Jan. 2021 St. John’s has received £504.66 more than it has spent

Slimbridge:    149    *£790    £62.08  £451.38
Wall Safe:       £100.64
Donations (General):   £260.00
Fund-Raising:       £211.65
Magazines:       £  16.00
CBF:        £    0.34

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £2,320.09      £2,097.43            +£222.66

From 1st Jan. 2021 St. John’s has received £2,636 more than it has spent

*Please note that Slimbridge Figures are for June & July

My thanks to all who continue to support our churches.
Without you they would not be here!

From the Registers - July 2021
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We welcomed into the Lord’s family:
ELEANOR IVY PROCTER (Slimbridge)   29th Aug.

Close Attention to Text

Written by Peter Graystone

Proverbs 24:23-end
These also are sayings of the wise:
Partiality in judging is not good. Whoever says to the wicked, ‘You are
innocent’, will be cursed by peoples, abhorred by nations; but those
who rebuke the wicked will have delight, and a good blessing will
come upon them. One who gives an honest answer gives a kiss on the
lips.
Prepare your work outside, get everything ready for you in the field;
and after that build your house.
Do not be a witness against your neighbour without cause, and do not
deceive with your lips. Do not say, ‘I will do to others as they have
done to me; I will pay them back for what they have done.’
I passed by the field of one who was lazy, by the vineyard of a stupid
person; and see, it was all overgrown with thorns; the ground was
covered with nettles, and its stone wall was broken down. Then I saw
and considered it; I looked and received instruction. A little sleep, a
little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, and poverty will
come upon you like a robber, and want, like an armed warrior.

U U U U U U U U
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‘Partiality in judging is not good’
We live in an age when it has become possible for courts to be vili-
fied by sections of the media for upholding what's right in a way
that does not please some of the population. One tabloid headline
described the judges of Britain's highest court as ‘Enemies of the
People’ when they upheld a law in a way which did not fit the
worldview that the newspaper espoused. This is dangerous. So it's
timely to remind ourselves what standards the Old Testament sets
for justice, and to cherish them as God’s intentions for a society that
operates freely and peacefully.
First, any form of favoritism that allows wrongdoers to escape the
consequences of their behavior is detestable. Oppose corruption in
the justice system anywhere that it manifests itself, and pray for any
parts of the world in which the judiciary is threatened or curbed by
governments.
Second, insist on honesty. That applies to politics, journalism and
policing. But if we are looking for it in public life, the place to model
it is in our private lives - in conversation with friends, dealings at
work, and the way we nurture children. This lip-smacking proverb
makes truth really attractive.
And third. Resist any temptation to take the law into your own
hands. Revenge can only possibly lead to a chaotic breakdown of or-
der. When systems of justice are thriving, we don't need vengeance
in order to settle scores.

Prayer
God of constant mercy,
who sent your son to save us:
reminders of your goodness,
increase your grace within us,
that our thankfulness may grow,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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14th September

On Holy Cross Day the Church celebrates the Cross as a symbol of
triumph, as the sign of Christ’s victory over death. Holy Cross Day
goes right back to 14 September 335, and we have the mother of a
Roman Emperor to thank for it.

Helena was a devout Christian, and after her son, Constantine, was
converted, they agreed that she should travel from Rome to Israel, to
seek out the places of special significance to Christians.

Of course, much of Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Romans
around 135 AD. But even so, Helena finally located what she believed
to be the sites of the Crucifixion and of the Burial (and modern ar-
chaeologists think she may well be correct). The sites were so close
together that she built one large church over them - the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre.

That church, built in honour of the Cross, was dedicated on 14
September 335.

The sign of the Cross has been used by Christians since early times.
Tertullian, writing his  (3:2) around AD 211, noted that
Christians seldom did anything significant without making the sign of
the Cross.

What is its significance? Well, people often put their initials or some
sort of personal mark on something to show that it belongs to them.
The Cross is the personal mark of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we mark
it on ourselves as a sign that we belong to him. Even in the book of
Revelation, we read that the servants of God are ‘sealed’ or ‘marked’
on their foreheads as a sign that they are His.

A preacher once put it this way: if you were explaining to someone
how to make a cross, you would say: "Draw an I.” That is you, stand-
ing before the Lord, saying, ‘here I am’.  Then cancel that vertical
stroke with a horizontal stroke – as if to say: “Lord, I abandon my
self-will and make You the centre of my life instead. I abandon myself
to Your love and service.”

On Holy Cross Day, we recall Jesus’ wonderful promise: “And when I
am lifted up, I will draw all men unto me.”  (John 12:32)



Trinitate 15

Our winter barley ripened quickly this year, and soon the combine
harvesters were rolling here on the Northumberland / Scottish Bor-
der.

As the first trailer load of grain came into the shed, I ran my hands
through the golden grains, offering a short prayer of thankfulness
as I savoured the smell of fresh cut barley. It was a good harvest.

I’ve often reflected on the Old Testament festival of the Firstfruits,
where the Israelites offered the very first sheaf of the spring harvest
to God (Leviticus 23:9-14). I think this act required great faith, as
they trusted God for a fruitful harvest to come, something that was
far from certain, given their utter dependence on the weather.

I’m not sure about you, but I’m always up for giving thanks
the event. I’ll sing ‘Come ye thankful people come’ and rejoice that
“all is safely gathered in”, but am I able to trust with anticipation
for what is ?

The festival of the Firstfruits reminded God’s people that everything
they had came from Him. I am reminded that I must learn (and re-
learn) to trust in God, who has proven His faithfulness to me, over
and over again.

Perhaps right now as a church community or an individual you’re
waiting for a certain event, standing on the cusp of a new initiative,
praying for a certain outcome or anticipating a long-held vision be-
coming reality. Let’s all keep trusting that whatever the challenge,
however things turn out, irrespective of what we anticipate, God is
going before us and has secured the Firstfruits of an even greater
harvest through Jesus, as He rose from the dead.

Just as the grain offering to God in the Old Testament anticipated a
harvest to come, Paul reminds us that Jesus’ victory anticipates an
even greater bodily resurrection and eternal peace (1 Corinthians
15:20-22).

As we continue our journey with Jesus through the challenges of
each day, let’s do so with a deepening faith and trust. In the mean-
time, bring on the harvest - I’ll see you on the other side!
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Smile for a While
Bifocals
A preacher went into the pulpit one Sunday morning wear-
ing a pair of new bifocals.  The reading portion of the
glasses improved his vision considerably, but the top por-
tion of the glasses didn't work so well. In fact, he was ex-
periencing dizziness every time he looked through them.
Finally, he apologised to the congregation. "I hope you will
excuse my continually removing my glasses," he said. "You
see, when I look down, I can see fine, but when I look at
you, it makes me feel sick."

J J J J J

Wedding Candle
A Roman Catholic priest performs a wedding.
About two years later he is walking in town when he sees’
the couple, “Hello remember me” he say’s, I was the priest
who married you. “How are you” he asks, “Do you have any
children yet?”  “Sadly not” replies the wife, “the Lord has
not gifted us with any yet”, “Don’t worry” says the priest
“I am off to Rome next week and I will light a candle for
you.”

Some years passed and the priest was once again in the
town, he sees the wife and remembering their last encoun-
ter says “Hallo how are you, do you have any children yet?”
“Yes” replies the woman “ten”, “ten!” replies the priest
in amazement, “and where is your husband” he asks,
“He’s gone to Rome” she replies, “And why is that?”
says the priest “ to blow that candle out!!”
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It was -
100 years ago, on 8th Sept 1921 that Sir Harry Secombe
was born. This Welsh comedian, actor, writer, singer
and TV presenter was one of the stars of the 1950s

radio series The Goon Show.

80 years ago, on 1st Sept 1941 that Nazi Germany
ordered all Jews in Germany and its occupied
territories to wear a yellow Star of David badge.

75 years ago, from 20th Sept – 5th Oct 1946 that the first
Cannes Film Festival was held.

50 years ago, on 15th Sept 1971 that Greenpeace, the
international environmental group, was founded in

Vancouver.

30 years ago, on 6th Sept 1991 that the Russian city of
Leningrad was renamed St Petersburg, restoring its

original name.

20 years ago, on 11th Sept 2001, that the 9/11 terrorist
attack on the USA took place.  2,973 people were killed.
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The Story Behind. . . We Plough the Fields

We plough the fields, and scatter
the good seed on the land,
but it is fed and watered
by God’s almighty hand:

he sends the snow in winter,
the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes, and the sunshine,

and soft, refreshing rain.
All good gifts around us

are sent from heaven above;
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord,

for all his love.

‘We Plough the Fields and Scatter’ gives thanks to God for the fruits of
the earth and the abundance of nature especially at harvest time. With its
clear and positive theme and cheerful melody it has a deep popular ap-
peal, especially for children. It’s one of those hymns that transports us
back to our school days. Many of us may remember sitting cross legged
on wooden floors singing joyfully to this great harvest hymn.

In singing this hymn, it feels as if it must have come direct from the
British countryside but actually it has German origins. It was based on a
peasant song and its author, Mathias Claudius (1740-1815), is said to
have heard local farmers singing it one evening in Northern Germany
where he was working as an editor of the local newspaper.

If ever we should thank the Lord for editors, then this hymn is proof of
that. Mathias originally wrote seventeen verses, but when it was first
published in 1800 in a collection of the melodies for schools, the editors
obviously took pity on the children of this country, and it was cut down
to six. Thankfully, most editions these days have just three verses to
sing. The version we all know the best was translated into English by
Jane Montgomery Campbell (1817-78). She is otherwise known for
compiling two children's hymnbooks.
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If the words of this hymn are timeless then so is the tune. It was com-
posed by the German musician and composer, Johann Abraham Peter
Schultz (1747-1800). His musical interests ranged widely; he wrote
stage music and folk songs, operas and contactors.

The son of a clergyman, Mathias Claudius seemed destined to become
one himself but took to journalism instead and became one of Germa-
ny's most popular writers and poets. Updated versions of the hymn have
been written to reflect modern farming methods: ‘We Plough the Fields
with Tractors, with Drills We Sow the Land’ is one popular modern ver-
sion. However, tampering with the words is not new. In 1969 John
Betjeman recorded this for the BBC:

We spray the fields and scatter
The poison on the ground.

So that no wicked wild-flowers
Upon our farms be found.
We like whatever helps us

To line our purse with pence;
The twenty-four-hour slaughter house

And neat electric fence
All concrete sheds around us

And Jaguars in the yard
The telly and the deep freeze
Are ours from working hard.
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As things have begun to ease COVID-wise one of the absolute joys for
me has been being able to resume some visiting – particularly those
who are housebound, alone or unwell.  It sounds a very worthy and
minister-y thing to do but it has to be said that, oftentimes, I get as
much if not more from the conversations we have than they may do.
Only a month ago one person listened with great care and kindness as
I poured out some difficulty or frustration – such a good listening ear
– but that’s not unusual - it’s a two-way thing.

There is however a way that people help me without even knowing it,
and that is by saying things that bring me up short about how I am
perceived. Things like, “I know you’re busy but . . . “, or, “You do so
much!” (which as it happens isn’t true), but the most alarming was
when I spoke recently of something I might not go back to doing post
COVID, “You’ve got to look after number one.”

“No, no, no,” I want to cry, and yet if I was absolutely honest these
were in some way things that were strangely complimentary.  And
then, lest I fall into that particular pit God intervened.

I include this extended bit that I copied into my journal because I think
it might be equally applicable to many busy people not just to, appar-
ently, busy priests (or pastors as the author calls them).  And because
of that I’ve replaced the word Pastor with ‘******’ in most cases so that
you can insert your own potentially ‘busy’ occupation be it parent,
grandparent, carer, nurse, teacher . . . . ah yes – teacher – that reminds
me of a most helpful thing said to me by a wise old bird many years
ago when I first became a head-teacher.

“Every time you find yourself saying, ‘I have to . . .’ change it to, ‘I
choose to . . . ‘and have a very close and honest look at why you
choose to do that thing.”

I’ve tried to do that ever since with differing levels of success!!
Here then, as is usual for this monthly magazine article, is an extract
from my daily journal.
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Tuesday 20th July 2021
This morning I read an incredible chapter from Eugene Peterson’s
book, ‘The Contemplative Pastor’.  It really speaks to me about the dis-
comfort I’ve been feeling after a couple of recent conversations, it’s
from the chapter called, ‘The Unbusy Pastor.’



Trinitate 22

I find that quite uncomfortable – but that doesn’t mean it’s not worth
considering, so Lord, in your name I will try to be un-busy in your
name, and pray, as I do so, that I don’t use it as an excuse for inactivity
or laziness in things that are truly your will!
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Continuing Rhyming History of Britain
House of Hanover

1714 - 1901
It's at this point that we begin
To name the period we are in
According to the politician

Who occupies the Top Position.
This was Sir Robert Walpole's time:
First minister, though not yet Prime.

A scam, known as the South Sea Bubble,
Got small investors into trouble,

Although its backers had unloaded
Their shares before the thing exploded.

Sir Robert kept the hounds at bay:
They thanked him in the usual way

It was the products of the loom
That underpinned the Georgian boom.

By crossing woolly sheep and rams
They turned out even woollier lambs;

And what with cotton coming in,
They had far more than they could spin.

So treadles clanked and fingers bled
To keep the looms supplied with thread,
And bobbins bobbed, and shuttles flew.

Whole families, young children too,
Would slave while daylight let them see

At this new cottage industry.
James Muirden

Prime Minister
1721-42

Oct 1720

From the
American
Colonies

John Kay’s
Flying

Shuttle Loom
1733
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THE WAY I SEE IT!

Dr David Walker - Bishop of Manchester
reflects on engaging with the young

Let’s start with some positive news. Young people have been in-
credibly resilient during the pandemic. Most ten–seventeen-year-
olds seem to have coped well with the disruption, according to the
headlines of the latest Good Childhood Report. But whilst it may ap-
pear that fears that a whole generation of young people might bear
long term mental scars have not been borne out, an estimated quar-
ter of a million have struggled according to this latest research by
The Children’s Society.
The clouds cast by Covid may be lifting, but this tenth annual report
into the state of Britain’s youngsters, is far from entirely happy
reading. Over the past decade, even before the pandemic struck, the
number of ten- to fifteen-year-olds unhappy with their lives had
gone up significantly. Starkly, over the years, boys have become
more worried about their appearance, catching up fast with the
girls. Unlike lockdown, I fear these are not worries to be whisked
away at the stroke of a ministerial pen. They arise within the com-
plex network of peer relationship building that forms the hallmark
of adolescence. They are fed both by adults’ attitudes and by the
many micro aggressions of teenage life, in person and on social me-
dia.
Along with those who commissioned the Report, I share the view
that adults alone will not provide the solutions to childhood’s prob-
lems. So I am encouraged that, increasingly, children’s charities now
value the voices of those previously seen simply as recipients of
their care, and engage young people both in determining policy and
in carrying out practice. Among the 190 plus church schools in my
own diocese, I’ve seen impressive programmes training children
from the older primary ages upward, so that they can provide peer
support to those struggling and to challenge bad behaviour. When
they do so they act with an innate authority adults struggle to at-
tain. The challenges the Good Childhood Report identifies will, I be-
lieve, best be tackled by all ages working together.
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But my faith calls me to go further. The story of Jesus, aged 12, con-
versing in depth with religious leaders in the Jerusalem Temple, re-
minds me that children and young teenagers can not only be at the
heart of tackling the problems of childhood, but have real contribu-
tions to offer wider society. Their wisdom may be what we need to
engage effectively with climate change, racism, and the many facets
of abusive behaviour that scar our society. A wisdom not to be
found in just the precocious few, the teen celebrities who may catch
the eye of mass and social media, but in classrooms, youth groups,
and faith fellowships in every community. And maybe that resil-
ience, tried and tested through Covid, can help our young people
keep offering their insights, until the power brokers of my genera-
tion sit up and listen.

U U U U U U U U
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Colour it in!
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BONUS BALL SWEEPSTAKE

August
WINNERS

 Vicky Beard    59

 Vicky Beard    59

 Peter Crews    51

 Mark Davey    41

YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT
TO WIN IT!

Thousands of Pounds Won
Thousands of Pounds Raised

for Sharpness Church

There is one number currently available

THANK YOU!
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My dear Nephew Darren
As with many of your ideas, your intentions are admirable; it is just
that they don’t work.

So it was with the recent wedding in your church, where you allowed
the happy but quite mad young couple to try and imitate the marriage
of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge. It was kind of them to want to
celebrate Will and Kate’s recent 10th wedding anniversary, but it did
not seem to occur to anybody that your church, converted from a
1960s warehouse, is fractionally less impressive than Westminster Ab-
bey. And I feel that a backdrop of a car park and canal make a poor
substitute for the Houses of Parliament and the Thames. Finally, even
43 very enthusiastic young people can hardly pretend they are a con-
gregation of several thousand.

However, I do applaud your decision to invite me to take it, in order to
impart a degree of gravitas to the proceedings, though of course I
would not presume to upstage the Archbishop of Canterbury. (Al-
though were he to ask my advice on how to run the Anglican Church,
I have several helpful suggestions to hand.) But even I struggled to
keep things on a proper course when the bride, lacking a horse-drawn
carriage, simply walked up the lane with her ancient pony. (Which
then tried to bite me at the church door!)

Her arrival was greeted with music. I will pass no comment on this, as
the Bible says we are to make a joyful noise, not necessarily music, un-
to the Lord. I am sure that drums and kazoos and guitars all have their
place – somewhere or other.

It was a pity that the groom, unlike Prince William, had not thought to
get to the church on time – or indeed, at all. It was fortunate that the
bride’s mother found him in that pub nearby, or really, we would have
struggled to complete the wedding.

The Rectory
St. James the Least
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Word-Search
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Sue Gibson School of Gardening
Shepherd’s Patch, Slimbridge

3-Term Courses in:
· Garden Design (beginners)

· Garden Design & Management
(improvers)

Saturday Workshops on:
· Pruning Shrubs & Roses (spring)

· Pruning Shrubs, Roses & Perennials
(summer)

· Growing & Training Fruit
in Small Spaces

(summer)

Call Sue Gibson
on 01453 890820

www.iteachgardening.co.uk
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