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MINISTRY TEAM

VICAR:        Revd. Bill Boon        Email: bill.boon@btinternet.com
 The Vicarage Sanigar Lane, Newtown (01453) 811 360 Day off - Monday

COMMUNITY CHAPLAIN:    Revd. Mary Tucker
  Hinton Cottage, Hinton.  (01453) 811 105

Email: marycountry12@gmail.com
READER:    Mr. Stilman Davis
 Orchard Lea, Churchend, Slimbridge. (01453) 890 783

Email: stilman.davis@tolutim.co.uk
 WORSHIP LEADERS:
 (Slimbridge) Mr David Carrington
                        Email: davidwsp1@yahoo.co.uk

(Sharpness)  Mrs Carol Bailey (01453) 810 850

CHURCHWARDENS

Mrs Margaret Price (Purton) The Mill House, Purton       (01453) 811 250
Ms Katrina Bailey (Sharpness) 8 Jubilee Way        (01453) 810 850
Mr David Carrington (Slimbridge) 8 Lancelot Court       (01453) 890 031

Vacancy - Slimbridge Warden

Parochial Church Council Officers
Sharpness with Purton
Mrs Carol Bailey  (Secretary) 8 Jubilee Way                             (01453) 810 850
Mr Peter Crews (Treasurer) 67 Oldminster Road                     (01453) 811 370

Slimbridge
Mrs Pamela Storey (Secretary) The White Lion. Bristol Road

Email: pamelastorey@btinternet.com
Mr Pieter Koole (Treasurer) April Cottage, Shepherds Patch

Email: koole.pieter@googlemail.com

For Baptisms, Confirmations, Home Communions,
Wedding Arrangements etc...

Please contact the Vicar.
Benefice Website: www.heuristika.co.uk/lfgdiscussion/
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Parish Diary - May 2021
(1st) SUNDAY 2nd - EASTER 5
9.00am  1662 Prayer Book Communion  St. John’s, Slimbridge
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Holy Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Morning Prayer              St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(2nd) SUNDAY 9th - EASTER 6
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Holy Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Holy Communion             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(3rd) SUNDAY 16th - EASTER 7
9.30am  Holy Communion   St. John’s, Purton
10.00am All Age Service               St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Informal Communion Service           St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

THURSDAY 20th - Alcuin. Deacon. Abbot. 804
1.30pm  Holy Matrimony   St. John’s, Purton

(4th) SUNDAY 23rd - PENTECOST (Whit Sunday)
10.00am Benefice Communion              St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

No Services at  Purton or Slimbridge Today!

 (5th) SUNDAY 30th - TRINITY SUNDAY
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Holy Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Holy Communion             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

JUNE

SUNDAY 6th - TRINITY 1
9.00am  1662 Prayer Book Communion  St. John’s, Slimbridge
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Holy Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Morning Prayer              St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

PLEASE NOTE. . .  Covid Restrictions still apply to all Services
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Church of England backs VaccinAid campaign to
‘Give the World a Shot’ to help defeat Covid-19

The Church of England is supporting the ‘VaccinAid’ campaign which aims
to help fund the biggest vaccination drive in history.
Led by UNICEF UK, with the online fundraising platform Crowdfunder, the
campaign offers people a practical way to give thanks for their Covid-19
vaccination, by making a voluntary donation to help pay for jabs for others
around the world.
It aims to help fund almost two billion Covid-19 vaccines for health work-
ers and the most high-risk and vulnerable people on our planet. The mon-
ey raised will also help UNICEF provide tests and treatments to people in
190 countries around the world through the global COVAX initiative.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, is encouraging people and
congregations both to donate, and also to spread the word in their com-
munity, as a practical demonstration of Jesus’s command to love our
neighbour.
VaccinAid is being supported by other faith groups, businesses, celebrities
and the NHS.
Using the Crowdfunder platform, individual donations can be given, or
communities - including parishes - can sign-up to fundraise together.
The recently launched campaign has been developed in just a few weeks
following a meeting convened by Archbishop Justin with faith leaders,
Government and NGOs to discuss how people in the UK could do some-
thing practical in response to the real sense of gratitude they have felt as
they and their loved-ones receive their vaccines.
Archbishop Justin said: “The Covid-19 crisis has had a profound impact on
people here and around the world, but vaccines offer the hope of a bright-
er future. I’m delighted that churches and other faith groups in the UK are
supporting the VaccinAid campaign.
“There is no better way to show our deep gratitude for the gifts of science
and medicine than making sure vulnerable people around the world are
also given a shot.
For more information on the campaign go to www.vaccinaid.org to donate
or begin fundraising.
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The language of “up” can be
troublesome for twenty-first
century Christians. We fly in

aeroplanes; we have seen images of
people walking on the
moon. We know about
the movement
and composi-
tion of clouds.
We have
powerful
telescopes
that search
the sky and
send back
images of
planets mil-
lions of
miles away.
This means
that we can be-
come a little em-
barrassed on the feast
of the Ascension, or uncom-
fortable about the literal interpre-
tations, the physical
representations of Jesus going up
– as if in a glass lift or attached
to a slow-moving rocket – into
the sky.
Previous generations of faithful
people might have struggled a little
with the ascension, but perhaps the
sky was far enough away from their
understanding that they could im-
agine it more readily. Certainly, in
works of art, painters and sculptors
have given us images of Christ trav-
elling upwards, surrounded by bil-

lowing clouds, as disciples gaze in
wonder.
However much we might struggle
with “up”, the Gospel and the first

verses of the Acts of the
Apostles are une-

quivocal about
it. Luke tells us

that, once Je-
sus had

blessed his
disciples,
he was
“carried
up into
heaven”,
and in

Acts, “he
was lifted

up, and a
cloud took him

out of their
sight”. As he leaves,

two men in white
robes speak to the disci-

ples, asking, “why do you
stand looking up towards

heaven?”
Jesus, rather obviously, has to go

somewhere. He needs to leave the
disciples eventually. As he tells
them, the Holy Spirit is coming to
lead and guide them, and they have
work to do carrying the good news
away to the ends of the earth. The
disciples will not be staying togeth-
er in one place once the Spirit ar-
rives and so Jesus, likewise, cannot
remain in one place. He must be, in
some sense, everywhere, as the

Parsonally
Speaking

“While he was blessing them, he withdrew
from them and was carried up into

heaven.” (Luke 24:51)
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good news will travel everywhere. In the language of the Bible, the heav-
ens, or the sky, was the place of God, and so that is where he goes. The
cloud enveloping Jesus should remind us of the presence of God because
there is a cloud at Jesus’ baptism and at the transfiguration. In the book of
Exodus, God led the people of Israel
in the pillar of cloud. It makes bibli-
cal sense for Jesus, returning to
God, to be lifted up into a cloud. He
needs to travel upwards.
Perhaps we might embrace the no-
tion of “up” more fully. If we take
ourselves outside, stand up and
look up at the sky, then immediate-
ly we are reminded that something
exists that is so much bigger than
ourselves. If we stand outside and
look at clouds, or at stars, then we
meet with the vastness of the uni-
verse and the vastness of God.
When Jesus ascends he invites us to
wonder at God; by travelling up-
wards he directs us to contemplate the God who is so much bigger than
everything else.
Looking up also helps us to put into perspective the anxiety, the issue or
the problem that we see when we look down at our desk, for example, or
at our face in the mirror. The matters in front of us are important and real,
but with the eyes of faith, with the eyes of those who, occasionally, look
up, they might not be as all-consuming. When Jesus ascends he invites us
to look at life with a greater sense of perspective.
When we stand and look up, we tend to stand a little straighter. We lift
our heads and raise our shoulders, as well as our eyes. We find it hard to
look up with our heads bowed. We stand with dignity, not with embar-
rassment, shyness or shame. We stand as people worthy and dignified.
When Jesus ascends he reminds us, as we gaze upwards after him, that we
are people worthy of God’s love, dignified as children of God and inheri-
tors of the kingdom.
We might find the imagery of clouds a little fanciful for our modern tastes,
but it pays us, as those who carry the Gospel message, to look up from
time to time and gain a fresh perspective on our lives.

The Takeaway Communion proved popular
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It’s a hundred years since parish churches gained the power to run their
own affairs, separately from what we now regard as local government.

The religious affairs of a parish, as well as its secular business had been
controlled by a single committee, which met in the church and was
known as the ‘Vestry’

. Then, in 1894, Parish Councils were formed to deal with secular
matters; the Vestry continued to oversee church affairs until 1921, when
Parochial Church Councils (PCC) were established. People still get con-
fused by the two.

Churchwardens have been around since the 13th Century and legally
‘own’ the movable contents of the church. They are meant to maintain
order in the church and churchyard, with the assistance of their staves, if
necessary. In the event of serious disorder today, a mobile phone might
be a safer instrument, with staves reserved for ceremonial occasions!
Churchwardens are now chosen by parishioners, though the Incumbent
(ie Vicar or Rector) has a limited right of veto.

Today, anyone on the Electoral Roll of the church (sorry, this is another
confusion, for the secular Electoral Roll is entirely separate) can attend
the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which elects the PCC. The Incum-
bent is an  member, as are other licensed clergy and Church-
wardens, members of the Deanery Synod, plus any member of the
Diocesan Synod and General Synod who lives in the parish or is on the
Roll. The Incumbent chairs the PCC, which elects a Vice-Chair and ap-
points a Standing Committee to transact business between meetings.

The purpose of a PCC, which must meet at least four times a year, is to
consult together with the Incumbent “on matters of general concern and
importance to the parish”, and that includes the “whole mission of the
Church”. Did you know that changes to the forms of service, or the ves-
ture or the minister, can only happen after consultation?

Inevitably, money and building maintenance take up a lot of room on the
Agenda, though we all know they are less important than mission.  It’s a
real challenge for every PCC member to pray for non-churchgoing pa-
rishioners and to find imaginative ways of introducing them to Christ
and His Church.

If you’ve got this far and are a member of your PCC - congratulations -
you are a hundred years old this year!
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We have been following the magazines printed in 1947, however, I
am afraid that for some reason, there is no May edition of the parish
magazine for that year in the current historical archive we hold in the
Vestry to enable me to follow on from last month in this slot. However,
I would like you to know that in these Lockdown months I have creat-
ed a new De Trinitate archive. See Below:

This may sound a contradiction of terms but having produced the His-
torical Snippets for the last so many years, it occurred to me that histo-
ry is always in the making. I decided therefore to create a more up to
date archive of our parish magazine the De Trinitate that Rev Bill has
produced faithfully every month
since his arrival.

I have set up folders dating them
for each year starting with 1998
and now as we are in 2021 that
represent 23 folders. So each year
has twelve magazines bound into
an A5 ring folder. We have man-
aged to find all monthly editions
throughout this period up to date
with one exception. For some rea-
son we do not have a copy of the
De Trinitate for October 2007.
Apart from that one magazine, the
new archive is complete.

I appeal therefore to anyone who
may have been keeping back cop-
ies, to look and see if you can
come up with this single magazine to complete our new archive?
Please get in touch with me or any of our PCC members if you have
this particular copy and of course willing to part with it, if not, we
have the technology to photocopy it and then hand your treasured

The magazine run got
smaller and smaller
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copy back to you. This will complete our new archive. Before I finish,
as I am sure most will appreciate, I am no longer a youngster and
would like that someone to offer to maintain this archive from now on.
I have folders prepared up until 2027 ready to receive future maga-
zines.
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Nigel Beeton writes: “Do you ever go into your own garden and feel
that you are trespassing?”

I thought I owned a garden
A lovely place to be

A bird said, “Beg your pardon,
“This land belongs to me!”

A squirrel dropped a nut on me
Which wasn’t what I’d planned

“Get lost!”, said he, “for can’t you see
“You trespass on my land?”

A pheasant flapped and squawked so loud
I scarce could hear me think!

“Get off my ground, for two’s a crowd!”
He kicked up such a stink!

The wild-life around me
So loudly do protest!

They growl and screech till I can see
That I am just a guest!

By Nigel Beeton
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Attendance Gift Aid Envelopes Cash

Sharpness:       0 £240     £40  £0
Donations: (General) £  69.50
Bonus Ball:       £236.00
Magazines:       £    8.00
PCC Fees:       £  79.62

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £673.12      £200.63                   +£472.49

From 1st Jan. 2021 St. Andrew’s has received £375.83 more than it has spent

Purton:       0 £60    £0  £0
Wall Boxes:       £  14.46
Donations:       £300.00
Magazines:       £  18.00
PCC Fees:       £  79.62

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £472.08       £104.26            +£367.82

From 1st Jan. 2021 St. John’s has spent £442.93 more than it has received

Slimbridge:       0 £405    £0  £206.69
Donations:       £  40.00

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £651.69       £1,164.43             -£512.74

From 1st Jan. 2021 St. John’s has received £3,257.10 more than it has spent

From the Registers - March 2021

My thanks to all of you who continue to support our churches
through these very trying times
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We commended to the Lord’s keeping:
DAVID WILCOX (Purton)    8th April
JOHN RICHARDS (Berkeley)    21st April
BRIAN DAVIES (Slimbridge)    29th April
ALLAN BARNETT (Gloucester Crematorium)  30th April

Close Attention to Text

Written by Michael Ipgrave
Deuteronomy 6
Now this is the commandment - the statutes and the ordinances - that the
Lord your God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are
about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children and your chil-
dren’s children may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, and keep
all his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that
your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently,
so that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a
land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has
promised you.
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.
Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite
them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when
you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on
your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.
When the Lord your God has brought you into the land that he swore to your
ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you? a land with fine,
large cities that you did not build, houses filled with all sorts of goods that
you did not fill, hewn cisterns that you did not hew, vineyards and olive
groves that you did not plant? and when you have eaten your fill, take care
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that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery. The Lord your God you shall fear; him you shall
serve, and by his name alone you shall swear. Do not follow other gods, any
of the gods of the peoples who are all around you, because the Lord your
God, who is present with you, is a jealous God. The anger of the Lord your
God would be kindled against you and he would destroy you from the face of
the earth.
Do not put the Lord your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah. You
must diligently keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and his de-
crees, and his statutes that he has commanded you. Do what is right and
good in the sight of the Lord, so that it may go well with you, and so that you
may go in and occupy the good land that the Lord swore to your ancestors
to give you, thrusting out all your enemies from before you, as the Lord has
promised.

When your children ask you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the de-
crees and the statutes and the ordinances that the Lord our God has com-
manded you?’ then you shall say to your children, ‘We were Pharaoh’s slaves
in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. The Lord
displayed before our eyes great and awesome signs and wonders against
Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his household. He brought us out from there
in order to bring us in, to give us the land that he promised on oath to our
ancestors. Then the Lord commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear
the Lord our God, for our lasting good, so as to keep us alive, as is now the
case. If we diligently observe this entire commandment before the Lord our
God, as he has commanded us, we will be in the right.’

U U U U U U U U

If you walk through the old quarters of some European cities, you will
sometimes come across a house with a small depression hollowed out to-
wards the top of the doorpost. That is a sign that Jewish people once lived
in that house. It marks the place where once there was fixed a mezuzah, a
small receptacle containing these verses from Deuteronomy (the second
law of Moses) that proclaim the unity of God and the command to love
him. The Jewish family may have been obliterated, probably in the mass
murder of the Holocaust, but there still remains this sign that this was
once a place that housed the people of the God of Israel. Contemporary
Jewish families continue to follow Deuteronomy's instructions. In a won-
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derfully compact poem called ‘Mezuzah’ the American poet Richard Chess
calls this “love nailed to the door post”: a reminder of the place of God's
law in the everyday business of the comings and goings of a family’s life.

That reminder is always intensely personal and it is always in the present
tense. To fulfill the requirement of Jewish law, the parchment must be
handwritten; no artificially printed copy can adequately express the indi-
vidual commitment of the practicing Jew. And the text must be written
afresh every few years; faith in God and love for God cannot be taken for
granted, but are always in need of renewal.
The mezuzah speaks of an everyday witness to the living God of Israel
among his people. The space where a mezuzah was once placed is itself a
silent witness to that same God. Even the horrors of the Holocaust cannot
obliterate that witness.

Almighty Father
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples
with the sight of the risen Lord:
give us such knowledge of his presence with us,
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.
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26th May:

Augustine, a 6th century Italian prior, holds a unique place in British
history. He became the ‘apostle to the English,’ although it was with
great reluctance.

In 596 Augustine was chosen by Pope Gregory to head a mission of
monks whom he wanted to send to evangelise the Anglo-Saxons. Au-
gustine was not a bold man, and by the time he and his band of priests
reached Gaul, they wished to turn back. But Gregory would not hear
of it, and he bolstered their confidence by sending some more priests
out to them, and by consecrating Augustine bishop. Finally, the little
party, now 40 in number, landed at Ebbsfleet, Kent in 597.

It would be fascinating to have a detailed description of that first meet-
ing between Bishop Augustine and Ethelbert, powerful King of Kent.
Whatever Augustine said, it must have been effective, for Ethelbert
granted the 40 priests permission to stay in a house in Canterbury. He
even allowed them to preach to his people, while he himself consid-
ered their message of Christianity. His wife, Bertha, was a Christian
princess from Paris, but she does not seem to have played any role in
the conversion of Kent.

By 601 Ethelbert and many of his people had been baptised Christians.
The mission to the English was well underway. More clergy, some
books, a few relics and several altar vessels arrived from Rome. At Gre-
gory’s wise urging, Augustine decided to consolidate the mission in
one small area, rather than try and reach all of Kent. So, Augustine
stayed in Canterbury, where he built the cathedral and founded a
school. He left only temporarily to establish a see in London.

Also, at Gregory’s wise urging, Augustine did not destroy the pagan
temples of the people of Kent, but only the idols in them. In this way,
familiar rites were taken over and used for the celebration of the
Christian feasts. Meanwhile, before his death in 604, Augustine helped
Ethelbert to draft the earliest Anglo-Saxon written laws to survive –
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Smile for a While!
ONE-LINERS

 I met a Dutch girl with inflatable shoes last week, phoned her
up to arrange a date but unfortunately she'd popped her clogs.

J J J J J

Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly; but when they lit a
fire in the craft, it sank, proving once and for all that you can't
have your kayak and heat it.

J J J J J

So I said "Do you want a game of Darts?", he said "OK then", I
said "Nearest to bull starts". He said "Baa", I said "Moo", he
said "You're closest".

J J J J J

The other day I sent my girlfriend a huge pile of snow. I rang
her up. I said "Did you get my drift?"

J J J J J

So I went down the local supermarket, I said "I want to make a
complaint, this vinegar's got lumps in it", he said "Those are
pickled onions".

J J J J J

I saw this bloke chatting up a cheetah; I thought "he's trying
to pull a fast one".

J J J J J

So I said to this train driver "I want to go to Paris". He said
"Eurostar?" I said "I've been on telly but I'm no Dean Martin".
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Rogation Sunday (9th May) is about asking for God’s pro-
tection and blessing on our endeavours.

If your troubles are deep-seated or long-standing, try
kneeling. – Anon

Pure prayers have pure blessings. - Thomas Goodwin

To spend an hour worrying on our knees is not prayer.
Indeed, there are times when it is our duty, having

committed a problem to God in prayer, to stop praying
and to trust and to do the necessary work to arrive at a

solution. - Oliver Barclay

Prayer is not an argument with God to persuade Him
to move things our way, but an exercise by which we
are enabled by the Holy Spirit to move ourselves His

way.  -Leonard Ravenshill
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The story behind …

BE STILL FOR THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD

Be still,
For the presence of the Lord,

The holy one, is here;
Come bow before him now

With reverence and with fear;
In him no sin is found –

We stand on holy ground.
Be still,

For the presence of the Lord,
The holy one, is here.

David Evans wrote ‘be still for the presence of the Lord’ in 1985 -
apparently in a single evening. This remarkable and very popular
hymn, which is currently number 3 in the Christian Copyright Li-
censing UK Chart, is absolutely in the now, where we are being
asked to share its authors direct experience of God's presence.
David Evans’ father was in the Army, so as a child he must have
moved with his family on many occasions; his hymn encourages us
to do the opposite and to come into a place of stillness. It's the ideal
hymn to be used, as it often is, for retreat and reflection.
Robert Prizeman, who is the Music Supervisor on the BBC’s Songs of
Praise, is accredited for bringing this hymn to the ears of literally
millions of Christians the world over. He says that the verses speak
to us in particular ways. In the first verse it's as if we are being
asked to stop what we're doing for a couple of minutes each day and
actually take in who we are and why we are on this earth which is
constantly on the go with motorbikes, cars, trains and planes here
there and everywhere. Just by listening to the opening chords you
feel the pressures of the day just dripping off you.
In contrast the second verse speaks of the glory of the Lord. Having
been reminded that when we have stood for a while it is actually the
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Lord that we are experiencing. The third verse – ‘the power of the
Lord is moving in this place’ is a very powerful line. Prizeman says
that when the hymn is sung either in a cathedral or a church, or a
concert Hall come to that, people are genuinely moved. It is as
though something spiritual is actually happening at that precise mo-
ment.
Interestingly, Prizeman says that David Evans’ views his own lyrics
as unexceptional, which he totally disagrees with. “The hymn is a
complete joy to sing. It means a great deal to me and is always in my
line-up for concerts due to the fact that it has an ethereal quality
which has the power to move audiences to a different place. We
could all do with having this him in our lives”.

Creature Feature
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As the weather warmed last month I began to visit people in their gar-
dens instead of the endless phone calls which had been my only way of
keeping in touch safely during lock-down-three!  The very first was in
Slimbridge and as we walked around the spring garden almost deaf-
ened by birdsong, still masked and distanced of course but at least to-
gether, I realised how much I benefited from being in touch with you
all both by phone and now in person.  And it wasn’t just the company
and the chat, Mary G. who was the first patient recipient of my visit-
ing, gave me another great gift.  She had been very moved by the Bible
reading used at the Duke of Edinburgh’s funeral, I hadn’t heard it and
when she sent me the details, I looked it up and revelled in it as she
had.  I’d never come across it before, probably because Ecclesiasticus,
the book it is from, is in the Apocrypha – a sort of extra bit to the Bible,
often not printed so, because many of you will not have a Bible that
has it in either so I reproduce it here and hope it gives you as much joy
as it did us – the two Marys!!

After that a normal short journal extract which looks back a year to
the beginning of all we have and are experiencing but even then be-
gins to see God at work in and through it.

See the rainbow and praise its Maker, so superbly beautiful in its
splendour. Across the sky it forms a glorious arc drawn by the hands
of the Most High. By his command he sends the snow, he speeds the
lightning by his command. In the same way, his treasuries open and
the clouds fly out like birds. His great power solidifies the clouds, then
pulverises them into hail. At the sight of him, the mountains quake. At
his will the south wind blows, or the storm from the north and the
whirlwind. At the roar of his thunder, the earth writhes in labour,
He sprinkles snow like birds alighting, it comes down like locusts set-
tling. The eye marvels at the beauty of its whiteness, and the mind is
amazed at its falling. Over the earth, like salt, he also pours hoarfrost,
which, when it freezes, bristles like thorns.
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The cold wind blows from the north, and ice forms on the water; it
forms on every piece of standing water, covering it like a breastplate.
The wind swallows up the mountains and scorches the desert, like a
fire it consumes the vegetation. But cloud brings swift healing, and
dew brings joy after the heat. By his own resourcefulness he has tamed
the abyss, and planted it with islands. Those who sail the sea tell of its
dangers, their accounts fill our ears with amazement: for there too ex-
ist strange and wonderful works, animals of every kind and huge sea
creatures.

Thanks to God, his messenger reaches port, everything works out ac-
cording to his word. This is where the reading at the funeral ended but
here's the extra bit that finishes the chapter and which also gave me
great joy!

We could say much more and still fall short; to put it concisely, 'He is
all.' Where shall we find sufficient power to glorify him, since he is the
Great One, above all his works, the awe-inspiring Lord, stupendously
great, and wonderful in his power? Exalt the Lord in your praises as
high as you may -- still he surpasses you. Exert all your strength when
you exalt him, do not grow tired -- you will never come to the end.
Who has ever seen him to describe him? Who can glorify him as he
deserves?

Many mysteries remain even greater than these, for we have seen only
a few of his works, the Lord himself having created all things and
given wisdom to those who are devout.

April 15th 2020
And so the fourth week of total lock-down begins and our slightly
strange monastic existences continue.  As I approach the end of this
little book, one of the now numerous journals I have kept since ordi-
nation, with all its meditations, thoughts, prayers and outpourings, I
glance back at page one and find that our full-time, live-in care of ail-
ing parents was just beginning for my brother and me so this is what I
wrote on 4th November 2019

“. . . I can’t see a joyful ending to this but I think it was Mother
Teresa who said, ‘Don’t fear the future, God is there.’  And
you’re here too, Lord, challenging me not to plan too far ahead,
to trust you – you have guided us thus far.”

What a blessing it is that we do not know the future – had we seen all
this COVID19 stuff on the horizon we’d have panicked – as it is you
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have carried us through most wonderfully – your timing perfect and
your strength and consistent presence continuing to uphold us, even
injecting joy amidst the madness!

“The Lord is my strength and my song and has become my sal-
vation.”
      Psalm118

As this marvellous Psalm continues and the sun peeps over the horizon
on this clear, cold spring morning I can say with surety,
 “This is the day that the Lord has made;
 We will rejoice and be glad in it.”

and as the sparrows roosting in the porch roof ruffle their feathers and
chirrup into wakefulness I sing with them, despite everything,
 “Be joyful in God, all the earth;
 sing the glory of his name;
 sing the glory of his praise.”
       Psalm 66
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THE WAY I SEE IT!

“Here I Stand” – Rev Nick Baines

One personal casualty of current travel restrictions is a long
planned trip to Germany in May where I was booked to preach in
Eisenach in the church where Johann Sebastian Bach was baptised
and where Martin Luther preached. Looming on the hill above the
town is the Wartburg - the castle where Luther was held for his own
protection.
He was summoned to the city of Worms where the Emperor, accom-
panied by the princes, listened to Luther’s defence against accusa-
tions of heresy. The Diet of Worms was not, as many children
assume, a bad food day; rather, it was more of an inquisitorial court
which had the power to condemn a man completely. The story goes
that Luther concluded his defence against the charges with the bold
statement: “Here I stand; I can do no other.” Even though there is no
evidence that he did actually say this, it sums up his position well
and justifies the pair of socks I was given in His hometown of Wit-
tenberg that has it imprinted on the sole.
What I find interesting about this episode is that it was Luther’s
courage that gave credibility to his position as a reformer rather
than purely the content of his theology. People so admired the per-
sonal bravery of a man who was willing to deliver himself into the
hands of the authorities that they then paid attention to what he
was saying. In other words, character was as important as content
when it came to the credibility of his case - what we today call vir-
tue ethics. Luther would not recognise the term, but he exemplified
it. He was a complex man who demonstrated the resilience and de-
termination to stand up for the truth (as he saw it in the Bible), but
he was also rude, obstinate and difficult.
While he was being protected in the Wartburg - and translating the
New Testament into German, a work of historical and cultural sig-
nificance - his colleague Andreas Karlstadt took up the Reformation
mantle; but, when Luther emerged a year later, he reversed many of
the changes Karlstadt had made.
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Luther is recognisable as, fundamentally, a disciple of Jesus. I won-
der if, when he was translating the gospels in the Wartburg, he saw
in the first followers of Jesus a similar complexity to his own. For
the early apostles and Saints were just as complicated, obdurate
and contradictory as he was. Luther stood before the emperor on
the 16th April 1521 not knowing if he would see the 17th. What his
courage demonstrates is that nothing is inevitable in history - that
the world is changed by people who embody integrity today - who
love truth, even when they have their own limited relationship to it.

U U U U U

One hundred years ago, on 15th May 1921, the British Legion was
founded in the aftermath of the First World War, to provide support
to veterans of the British Armed Forces, their families and depend-
ants.

It was created at a time when two million people were unemployed.
More than six million had served in the war: of those who came
back, 1.75 million had suffered some kind of disability, and half of
those were disabled permanently.

Four organisations came together at the instigation of Lancastrian
Lance Bombardier Tom Lister, who was angered at the Government’s
unwillingness to help, and Field Marshal Earl Haig, who had been
Commander in Chief of the British Forces. The Legion campaigned
for fair treatment of those who had given everything for their coun-
try, and it continues this work today.

In 1922, the Legion’s poppy factory opened in the Old Kent Road,
London, with 40 disabled men manufacturing 1000 poppies a week.
The first Poppy Day was held that same year. The Festival of Remem-
brance began in 1927, and the Legion became ‘Royal’ in 1971 – 50
years ago – on its golden anniversary.

At first membership of the Legion was confined to ex-Service person-
nel, but it was expanded to include serving members of the Forces in
1981.
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A Continuing Rhyming History of Britain
House of Stuart
1603 - 1714

A single struggle dogged Anne's reign:
To stop France getting hold of Spain.

The Spanish empire was greater
Than any seen until much later,

And Charles, it's dying King, expressed
A wish to leave all he possessed
To Sun King Louis’ grandson, who

Was Prince of our old friend Anjou.
Both crowns united as one nation
Would be a fearful combination.

The Allies mustered ships and men
And staggered off to war again.

The brilliant Duke of Marlborough led
The English forces, but in bed

He called surrender. War appealed
Far more than his own battlefield,
Where Sarah made his life a hell,

And dominated Anne as well.
Blenhiem, his quintessential fight
Earned him a royal building site,

Where Vanbrugh became resigned
To Sarah's endless change of mind.
The Duke kept well out of the way,

Preferring camping any day.
James Muirden

Queen Anne

1702-14

Louis XIV

Of France

Charles II

Died Nov

War of the
Spanish

Sucession

John Churchill

1650-1722

Duchess of

Marlborough
1660 - 1744

Battle of

Blenhiwm

Sir John

Vanbrugh
1664-1726
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Pentecost
The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham

considers how the Holy Spirit can change our lives.

The celebration of Pentecost this month could be described as a
birthday party for the Church, as we remember the gift of the Ho-
ly Spirit to the first disciples (Acts 2:1-13). What are we celebrat-
ing?
God’s Promise:
The disciples obeyed Jesus’ instructions as they gathered in the
Upper Room: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Fa-
ther promised’ (1:4). They met expectantly in prayer for God’s
promised gift. Just as we look forward to birthday presents, how
eager are we to receive more of the Spirit in our lives?
God’s Power:
‘All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit’ (4). The disciples
needed the power of the Spirit to be different: not fearfully gath-
ered behind locked doors, but energised to make Christ known.
The Spirit can transform our lives into the likeness of Jesus and
give gifts to equip our witness. Although the disciples’ experience
of this power was overwhelming, it was essentially an encounter
with God’s love. For us, this can be equally emotional or quiet, but
all are included, and nobody is excluded from this experience.
God’s Purpose:
The disciples ‘began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit ena-
bled them.’ (4). The Spirit empowered their witness, so that eve-
ryone heard them speaking in their own ‘native language’ (lit:
dialect, v8). We all have a story to tell of God’s activity in our lives
and it’s the Spirit who translates our words and actions into a lan-
guage that those around can understand! At Pentecost, 3,000 peo-
ple were added to the church in one day! What do we expect of
the Spirit in our day?
‘Let the Church return to Pentecost, and Pentecost will return to
her. The Spirit of God cannot take possession of believers beyond
their capacity of receiving Him’ (Andrew Murray).
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BONUS BALL SWEEPSTAKE

April
WINNERS

 Maureen McIntyre   05

 Percy Langford   30

 Maureen McIntyre   04

 Shirley Brown   01

YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT
TO WIN IT!

Thousands of Pounds Won
Thousands of Pounds Raised

for Sharpness Church

All numbers are in play

THANK YOU!
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My dear Nephew Darren

On reflection, inviting your parishioners to join in our annual Rose
Queen celebrations may not have been entirely wise. It was cheering to
see that your people arrived on carnival floats, although it was less happy
that some of them should have chosen to dress up as coronavirus bugs,
full of those nasty spike proteins – that startled some of the timid residents
in our community.

Once the procession started, your drivers did not seem to have grasped
the fact that the vehicles were expected to tour the village slowly, for the
benefit of spectators, instead of treating it as a competitive race.  I noticed
that numbers on your floats gradually diminished as they were flung off
while careering round corners. Those who had a walk of several miles
back home while dressed as pirates and ballerinas had my sympathy. Our
tea ladies, however, were less sympathetic when one of your hay bales
was spun off on a tight corner and went through our Women’s Guild like
a row of skittles.

The local police normally use the afternoon to do a little gentle point duty
while drinking gallons of sweet tea; this year, the number of tickets issued
for speeding, and not social distancing, should boost our constabulary’s
figures for the next 12 months.

I must concede that the group who decided to make a swan
for one of your floats showed great imagination. It was such a pity that
they did not know a 15-foot-high swan would be driven under a 12-foot
bridge. The drama of its emergence, headless, was only exceeded by the
following float which appeared to have a group of Brownies being sav-
aged by a demented, bodiless, vulture.

I am sure that some of your people’s offers to help this year’s Princesses
campaign for election for Rose Queen next year were well-meant. How-
ever, I don’t think our parish really wants a full-blown social media cam-
paign for next year’s Rose Queen, and so we will have to decline your
offer.

The crowning of the Rose Queen is always a high point to the afternoon,
but could I point out that the ‘gold’ crown is only metal foil, and the ‘dia-
mond’ sceptre is only a piece of glass?  So, whoever it was in your crowd
who walked off with them, please may we have them back before next
year?

Your loving uncle,

The Rectory
St. James the Least
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Word-search
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Sue Gibson School of Gardening
Shepherd’s Patch, Slimbridge

3-Term Courses in:
· Garden Design (beginners)

· Garden Design & Management
(improvers)

Saturday Workshops on:
· Pruning Shrubs & Roses (spring)

· Pruning Shrubs, Roses & Perennials
(summer)

· Growing & Training Fruit
in Small Spaces

(summer)

Call Sue Gibson
on 01453 890820

www.iteachgardening.co.uk
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