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MINISTRY TEAM

VICAR:        Revd. Bill Boon        Email: bill.boon@btinternet.com
 The Vicarage Sanigar Lane, Newtown (01453) 811 360 Day off - Monday

COMMUNITY CHAPLAIN:    Revd. Mary Tucker
  Hinton Cottage, Hinton.  (01453) 811 105

Email: marycountry12@gmail.com
READER:    Mr. Stilman Davis
 Orchard Lea, Churchend, Slimbridge. (01453) 890 783

Email: stilman.davis@tolutim.co.uk
 WORSHIP LEADERS:
 (Slimbridge) Mr David Carrington
                        Email: davidwsp1@yahoo.co.uk

(Sharpness)  Mrs Carol Bailey (01453) 810 850

CHURCHWARDENS

Mrs Margaret Price (Purton) The Mill House, Purton       (01453) 811 250
Ms Katrina Bailey (Sharpness) 8 Jubilee Way        (01453) 810 850
Mr David Carrington (Slimbridge) 8 Lancelot Court       (01453) 890 031

Vacancy - Slimbridge Warden

Parochial Church Council Officers
Sharpness with Purton
Mrs Carol Bailey  (Secretary) 8 Jubilee Way                             (01453) 810 850
Mr Peter Crews (Treasurer) 67 Oldminster Road                     (01453) 811 370

Slimbridge
Mrs Pamela Storey (Secretary) The White Lion. Bristol Road

Email: pamelastorey@btinternet.com
Mr Pieter Koole (Treasurer) April Cottage, Shepherds Patch

Email: koole.pieter@googlemail.com

For Baptisms, Confirmations, Home Communions,
Wedding Arrangements etc...

Please contact the Vicar.
Benefice Website: www.heuristika.co.uk/lfgdiscussion/
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Parish Diary - January 2021
(1st) SUNDAY 3rd - EPIPHANY
9.00am  1662 Prayer Book Communion  St. John’s, Slimbridge
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Holy Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Holy Communion             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(2nd) SUNDAY 10th - BAPTISM OF CHRIST
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Holy Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Holy Communion             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(3rd) SUNDAY 17th - EPIPHANY 2
9.30am  Holy Communion   St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Morning Prayer              St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Informal Communion Service           St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(4th) SUNDAY 24th - EPIPHANY 3
10.00am Benefice Communion    St. John’s, Slimbridge

No Services at  Purton or Sharpness Today!

(5th) SUNDAY 31st - CANDLEMAS
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Holy Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Holy Communion             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

PLEASE NOTE. . .

ALL SERVICES SUSPENDED

DURING CURRENT LOCK-DOWN



Trinitate 4

Bishop Rachel writes. . .

Every year at Epiphany I am always struck afresh by those
words in Matthew’s Gospel that ‘having been warned in a
dream not to return to Herod’ the visitors from the East ‘left

for their own country by another road’ (Matthew 2:12)

I frequently referred to this in the early weeks of lockdown last year
as we began thinking how we  might  return. Now we
find  ourselves  returning  to lockdown as well as  still  thinking
about our return to a new normal in the months ahead.

So,  it is my prayer  this Epiphany  that as we  begin a new year
and another period of lockdown, looking back and continuing to
wonder about the future, that even in our weariness we will continue
to reflect deeply: What is it we want to carry from the present into
the future and what we need to leave behind so that it is part of the
past; and may we also identify what we want to bring from the past
back into the future and what we might need to leave there, however
painful.

This  Epiphany  then, may we  reflect  on  what it means for
us as individuals and worshipping communities to return to the future
by a different road, and may we recognise the idols from the past
which we are tempted to cling on to.

Amid  the  physical  death,  loss,  and grief  of these days, may
we lift our eyes not only to the stars but to a renewed hope in Jesus
Christ,  the Word  made  flesh.  Questions,  yearning,
lament, and weariness will remain an authentic part of our experienc-
es, yet may we dare to  recognise  what needs to  die  within us
and around us so that new birth can emerge.
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‘In the beginning’ – Those famous
words from the opening verses
of John’s gospel. And from the

prophet Isaiah hundreds of years be-
fore Jesus Christ came to earth, we
heard those spine tingling words
‘all the ends of the earth shall
see the salvation of our
God.’
Beginnings and
endings –
they’ve been
quite preva-
lent in our
news: Begin-
ning and end-
ing of
lockdowns; or
how will the post-
Brexit trade talks
end, or in America,
how will the saga of
the election end so
that there can be a
new beginning?
I wonder what beginning and endings
you have experienced in your story
this year? I’m sure if we shared them
there would be beginnings and end-
ings of both delight and pain. And as
we look to next year, I’m sure there
will be much re-evaluation in our
lives. What are the things we want to
live differently because of this year –
perhaps the start of something or the
letting go of something-  letting some
old things die?  I’ve certainly heard
many people say that they are glad
that this year is coming to an end as
they look to the beginning of 2021.
A few weeks ago I was struck by the
words of Stephen Powis, the National

Medical Director of NHS England,
when he said that the commencement
of vaccinations against COVID-19
‘feels like the beginning of the end.’
As I stand here and look to the West

End of the Cathedral behind you, I
can see that large statue of the

18th  century Gloucester-
shire figure, Edward

Jenner, sometimes
referred to as

‘the ‘father of
immunology’.
There were a

number of oth-
ers who had

been involved in
immunology dis-

covery but it is
Jenner who is re-

membered for de-
veloping the

vaccination which
paved the way for ‘the

beginning of the end’ of smallpox  – a
disease which killed hundreds of mil-
lions of people over the years.
Interestingly, the word vaccine comes
from the Latin for ‘cow’  because it
was the cowpox virus which Jenner
used to successfully develop the first
ever vaccination  (As it happens there
is also a cow in this cathedral at
present – albeit a knitted one up in
the fabulous knitivity crib scene up
near the high altar!).
But back to those words of beginning
and ending. One of my favorite hymns
often sung here at carol services is ‘Of
the Father’s love begotten’. It includes
the mysterious words from the Book
of Revelation which describe God as

Episcopally
Speaking

Bishop Rachel’s

Christmas Day Sermon:

Beginnings and Endings
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the Alpha and Omega – the beginning and the end. They are big words for
Christmas as we celebrate God coming to earth.
At the opening of John’s gospel, we hear that Christ, The Word (God’s commu-
nication with the world) was present at the beginning of time, yet came to
earth as Messiah at a particular time and place as foretold by the Old Testa-
ment prophets.
And as we retell the story of the holy birth that first Christmas, it is the story
of the beginning of the end of tears and pain and death, pointing to the future
and glorious eternity when no one need be distanced socially from God or
each other, and creation will be restored.
As we peer into the manger to see new birth, we are also invited to encounter
the one who came to die.
And perhaps you’re thinking, ‘Bishop Christmas is not a time to talk about
death. We’ve had a bucketload of that in the media – endless statistics regarding
the number of deaths from COVID-19, and many of us are grieving people who
are no longer with us, and we all know how difficult funerals have been over
these past months. Let’s keep focused on the Christmas comfort and joy.’
And I want to say this is about Christmas comfort and joy. I believe that
Christmas, when we celebrate God coming to earth in human flesh, is also a
time to acknowledge our mortality.
The one lying in the manger out of love for us is also the one who one day was
laid in a tomb out of love for us. His death through cruel crucifixion  seemed
so far removed from that Christmas night when the sky was filled with angels
singing glory to God and speaking good news to shepherds on a hillside telling
them of the birth of a saviour, a rescuer.
Yet three days after his death, when Jesus Christ came back to life, he embod-
ied the overwhelming good news that God’s hope is stronger than despair,
and God’s life is stronger than death.
Some of you may be familiar with TS Eliot’s poem ‘The Journey of the Magi’.
The narrator is one of the three visitors from the east remembering the jour-
ney to Bethlehem to find the Christ child. The poem ends with these words
‘ …were we led all that way for -

Birth or Death? There was a birth, certainly,
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,

But had thought they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.

We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,

With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.’
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I wonder if this Christmas, as we move into the new year and the continuous
flow of beginnings and endings in our lives, we might have the courage to talk
about death as well as birth. Not only the things that need to die in our lives
so new things can be born, but also our mortal death and the new life offered
us in Christ.
As I look down the aisle at the statue of Edward Jenner, I am indeed celebrat-
ing the joyous arrival of life-giving vaccinations against Covid-19, and I’m
deeply thankful to God for the skill and dedication of those who have made
this possible,   yet I also know that mortal death will come one day. I also
know the truth of the resurrection. And the Christmas lights and flickering
candles bear testimony to the light shining in the darkness and the truth that
the darkness will never overcome it.
So, in the here-and-now of the present between birth and death, God is with
us – in the pain and the delight reaching out to us in love – and the signs of
God’s kingdom breaking in are all around us. Over these past months we have
seen stories up and down the country and across the world of people showing
love, kindness, care and compassion; People coming alongside the anxious
and the fearful and the lonely; People being signs of hope stronger than de-
spair and life stronger than death
Thank you to all those who contributed to the hampers collected here for
members of the breakfast club. Across the diocese people have provided gifts
for local refugees and asylum seekers; and on Wednesday we were able to de-
liver boxes of gifts to Eastwood Park prison. Even today there will be people
bringing comfort and joy to those who feel marginalized, worthless or forgot-
ten. These are the signs of the kingdom Jesus Christ revealed as he lived on
earth among political turbulence and opposition, showing his followers how
to join in and pray for God’s kingdom to ‘come on earth as in heaven’ – to be
bringers of hope. Hope stronger than death.
And hope is not the same as wishful thinking or vague optimism. Hope is a ti-
ny vulnerable baby – the Christ-child – lying in an animal feeding trough –
The joyous beginning of the end.
So, I wish you a hope-filled Christmas: ‘O come let us adore him, Christ the
Lord.’
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Rector; Rev. W. H. Thomas, M.A.
Church Wardens; Mr. J. Wherrett and Mr. W. P. Hill.

My dear People,

There are some members of our congregation who are not yet con-
firmed and a few have expressed the wish to be. I am able to say that
a service of Confirmation will take place again this year on Tuesday
March 2nd. Last year 17 were confirmed, 12 males and 5 females.
Will 17 come forward again this year? If you are still unconfirmed,
ask yourself if you ought not to give this matter your serious consid-
eration and come and see me about it. Perhaps I can help you.

An estimate from a reputable firm of Church Clock makers and re-
pairers (Messrs Smith of Derby) has been received and about £30
will need to be required to put our Church Clock in order again. This
is an unforeseen and additional expense thrust upon the church
council. Can any “Friends of Slymbridge Church” volunteer to un-
dertake some effort to raise the necessary money to defray this extra
expense? I shall be glad to hear from anyone willing to volunteer as-
sistance.

Our Christmas services were more inspiring than I ever remember
them and better attended too. I wonder if the larger attendance, in its
way, helped towards promoting the feeling of warmth and inspira-
tion everyone felt! I communicated over 80 people at midnight serv-
ice and, besides actual communicants, there were many others who
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came to join with us in worship. It was splendid to see so many
young people present.

The hearty singing of “O come all ye faithful” at the end of the serv-
ice by such a large body of people, with the organ accompanying,
was in itself an inspiration. The total number of communicants at all
Communion services was an increase on last year’s number. To know
this is encouraging to all our church people.

I take this opportunity of wishing all my people a “Happy New Year”.
Will you pray for me that in 1948, our church and her work, under
God’s guidance, and blessing, may continue to progress and grow
from strength to strength, as (and here God be praised), we are able
to say, very humbly, we have seen her do in the past.
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(An acrostic poem where the first letter of each line
 spells out the title of the poem)

eaven’s gift of another year
s the old departs and the new is born,
lans for a future and a hope
reparing us for each new dawn.

esterday has gone forever,
ew days and ventures lie ahead,
ven darkness turns to light
hen we make the Lord our head.

ielding to the Holy Spirit
ver mindful that He’s there,
s we live our lives before Him
ejoicing in His loving care.

By Megan Carter
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Attendance Gift Aid Envelopes Cash

Sharpness: *- - - - £75     £20  £00.00
Donation: (General)      £  4.00
Bonus Ball:       £236.00
Rent:        £  10.00

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £345      £499.44                    -£154.44

From 1st Jan. 2020 St. Andrew’s has received £1,801.18 more than it has spent

Purton: * - - - - £60    £50  £00.00

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £110       £243.13             -£133.13

From 1st Jan. 2020 St. John’s has spent £670.36 more than it has received

Slimbridge: * - - - - £    £  £

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £        £   £

From 1st Jan. 2020 St. John’s has spent/received £ more than it has spent/received

(Slimbridge November figures not available at time of printing)

*‘No services took place during November due to lock-down’

From the Registers - November 2020
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I would like to thank everyone
who gave donations towards

the Christmas Star Names this year
at St Andrew's Church, Sharpness.
Altogether we have had £155-00

towards Church Funds.

Thank you to Hinton Parish Council
for donating the money towards our

Christmas Tree at St Andrew's Church,
Sharpness. Lesley and Phill Jenkins

kindly decorated  the tree with the lights
and Star Names.

A big thank you to our amazing
Village Shop and Post Office.

Throughout 2020 and with the
Covid19, they have been amazing,
nothing was too much trouble and

delivering essentials to people who are unable
to go out, seeing a friendly face for a few minutes

would have made that persons day.

Katrina Bailey
Churchwarden
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Close Attention to Text

Written by David Runcorn
John 2: 1-12
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the moth-
er of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to
the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him,
‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is
that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to
the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were six
stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty
or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they
filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and
take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the
water that had become wine and did not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward
called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine
first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But
you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his
signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples be-
lieved in him.
After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother, his brothers,
and his disciples; and they remained there for a few days.

U U U U U U U U

The wedding that happens on the third day is also, with a little de-
tective work, on the seventh day since John's Gospel began. The day
of resurrection joins the day when creation is celebrated whole and
this forms the climax to the opening section of John's Gospel. The
miracle of water into wine is called the ‘first sign’. But this is not one
sign among many; it is the premier sign - the key to interpreting all
that follows.
Coming to a community where celebration has run dry and is pow-
erless to renew itself, Jesus is revealed as the one who fills up and
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transforms what is empty. We can imagine the bewilderment of the
steward and the utter confusion of the groom on being congratulat-
ed for suddenly producing such exceptional wine.
But it may just dawn on us that this is a story of two weddings. The
Master of Ceremonies was right to go to the bridegroom - but he
went to the wrong one! Jesus did this.
Alongside the blessing of the village wedding with that anonymous,
extravagant gift of God, a greater celebration is beginning, not re-
vealed ‘until now’.
John the Baptist will shortly be describing Jesus as the bridegroom
and himself as the best man. The wedding celebrations are ready to
begin. Glory is revealed. The disciples believe. This is the marriage
of heaven and earth. The world is a wedding, and we all are invited!

Creator of the heavens,
who led the magi by a star
to worship the Christ child:

guide and sustain us,
that we may find our journey's end

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

25th January

This month, on 25th January, the Church celebrates probably the most
famous conversion of all. At least, what happened to a young man
called Saul on the road to Damascus has become a byword for all in-
stant conversions - what is known as a ‘damascene’ moment. Saul was
a devout Jew, a Pharisee, a student of Gamaliel and a fierce critic of the
followers of Jesus, then a very new sect on the religious scene.

On his way to Damascus to start a purge of Christians in that city, he
was blinded by a bright light and heard a voice saying, ‘Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me?’ He asked the identity of the voice, and
was told: ‘Jesus, whom you are persecuting’. Stunned by the experi-
ence, he followed further instructions which led him to a Christian
man in Damascus, who prayed with him. As he did, Saul’s sight was
restored.
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The experience convinced Paul that Jesus - crucified in Jerusalem four
or five years earlier - was in fact the Messiah and had risen from the
dead. After a period of instruction, Saul was baptised and took the
name Paul. At first, some Christians were wary about the reality of his
conversion, but over a period of time he was accepted and indeed
eventually recognised as an ’apostle’, a ‘special messenger’ of Jesus
Christ.

His intellectual stature and leadership gifts quickly marked him out,
and within a few years he became a leading figure in the emerging
Christian Church, preaching and founding churches all over the Mid-
dle East, largely of Gentile converts. He was eventually martyred in
Rome, probably in 65AD.

Paul was the first intellectual of
the Christian Church, the man
who was able to set the events
of the life and teaching of Jesus,
and especially His death and
resurrection, into a coherent
theology, with its roots very
clearly in the Jewish faith of his
own upbringing.

Many people think of Paul as a
rather negative, narrow misog-
ynist, but even a quick reading
of his letters actually reveals a
person of great warmth, who
evoked enormous affection and
devotion from others. ‘You
would have plucked out your
eyes and given them to me!’ he
writes to the Christians at Galatia. As for the charge hat Paul disliked
women, even a quick read of his letters will reveal how large a role
women played in his churches. In terms of the first century, St Paul
was a dangerous liberal!  So, all in all, the amazing Paul of Tarsus de-
serves a bit of celebrating on 25th January.

“You’re sitting where my pew was”, said
Mrs Tredgett
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Smile for a While!

Films adapted for Wales
It is said that the Welsh film industry has spent lockdown
planning to remake numerous well-known films, but this time
with a Welsh flavour. The following have been suggested as
sure winners:

*  9½ Leeks
*  The Lost Boyos
*  Dai Hard
*  The Eagle has Llandudno
*  The Magnificent Severn
*  Haverfordwest Was Won
*  Austin Powys
*  Independence Dai
*  Look You Back in Bangor
*  The Bridge on the River Wye

J J J J J J J J

Numbers
When the minister announced the first hymn on Zoom, “Ten
thousand times ten thousand!” the little boy turned anx-
iously to his father. “Does he want us to work that out?”

J J J J J J J J

Not comfortable
The vicar was praying for the sick and said: “We must re-
member Mrs Goodwin in our prayers. She recently had all
her teeth taken out and a new gas stove put in.”
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With the US Presidential inauguration in mind…
What do presidents say on the day that they

become President of the United States?

“We observe today not a victory of party, but a cele-
bration of freedom — symbolising an end, as well as a
beginning — signifying renewal… Let the word go

forth from this time and place, to friend and foe alike,
that the torch has been passed to a new generation of
Americans…. And so, my fellow Americans: ask not
what your country can do for you—ask what you can

do for your country.” - 1961: John F Kennedy:

“Can we solve the problems confronting us? Well, the
answer is an unequivocal and emphatic ‘yes.’ To para-
phrase Winston Churchill, I did not take the oath I
have just taken with the intention of presiding over
the dissolution of the world's strongest economy…The
business of our nation goes forward. These United
States are confronted with an economic affliction of
great proportions…It threatens to shatter the lives of
millions of our people.” - 1981: Ronald Reagan:
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The Christmas tree
at St. Andrew’s, Sharpness was covered with stars -

each one remembering the life of a loved-one no longer with us.
Gone from our sight they are not gone from our hearts. . .

Jackie Jenkins
Phillis Prewitt
Toby Atkinson
Tony Yeomans
Cyril Stones
Elisa Stones
William Boon
Muriel Boon
Edwin Stones
Ruby Stones
Josef Segers
Julia Segers
Maria Segers
Terry Ellis
Jean Woodward
Mary Miller
Phil Miller
John Chapman
David Bailey
Misty
Royston Lane
Violet Eley
Stan Eley
Lawrence Bailey
Paul Atkins
Wynn Polson
Ken Polson
Daisy, Alice and Edie
Rose and Kath
Claire Dorrington
Rev Donald Minchew
Gary Peake
Chris Peake
Elizabeth Reeves
Rita Dickson

Joey Lane
Olive Lane
Dave Moore
Baby Johanna Yapp
Joan Davis
Bernard Davis
Pete Thomas
Stella Thomas
Tom Atkinson
Connie Atkinson
Cec Turl
Milly Turl
Robin Turl
Nina Turl
Charlie Milliner
Florence Milliner
Roddy Milliner
Tony Milliner
Shirley Milliner
Bill Milliner
Eileen Sims
Gerald Sims
John Sims
Billy Tyrrell
Dave Thomas
Nanny Clutterbuck
Grampy Clutterbuck
Nanny Cook
Grampy Cook
Reginald and James
Crews
Joe Smith
Hedley Smith
Dennis Smith
Craig Smith
Barbara Smith

Pansy Sharp
Vera Chamberlain
Victor Brown
Fred White
Gwen White
Tony White
Rodney White
Robert Beard
Baby Martin Beard
Mum Bailey
Dad Bailey
Dave Bailey
Jan Gillooly
John Hollister
Wendy Heeps
Olive-Cave-Ayland
Jim-Cave-Ayland
Margaret Burrows
Jim Beard
Blanche Beard
Marjorie Hodges
Maurice Hodges
Lionel Baker
Olive Baker
Robert Chandler
Mike Chandler
Kay Chandler
Arthur Thomas
Mark Hodges
Paul Clift
Molly Adams
John Adams
Brenda Heaver
Baby Lewis Bailey
Lloyd Neale
Baby Joe Thomas
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Jim Varnum
Jean Varnum
Keith Clift
Margaret Shelton
Baby James McIntyre
Tom McIntyre
Cliff Tudor
Fred Clift
Elsie Clift
Gord Young
Issy Young
Ralph Page
Doug Grove
Queenie Webb
Bill Webb
Rev & Mrs Evan Evans
Barry & Sue Evans
Mr & Mrs Emrys Jones
Pat Ford
Geoff Turl
Maurice Cole
Barry Cole
Ethel Northover
Gerry Bidder
Gwen Pennington
Roy Pennington
Abby Pennington
Sally Nash
Barb Lewis
Mandy Lewis
Bev Pinnel Lewis
Glyn Lewis
Alan Roberts
Nigel Roberts
Frank Short
Jose Short
Alan Mason
Emily Mason
David Short
Win Short
Alfie Short
Emily Lane
Joan Ruther
Lewis Ruther

Gerald Ruther
Brian Driver
Daddy Bob Beard
Brian Davey
Aunty Janet
Uncle Dave
Snowy
Baba
Georgie
Olly
Bertie
Tibby
Broody
Billy Kitten
Tommy
Gunars Grinfelds
Grace Grinfelds
Ron Nash
Betty Nash
Robin Hodgson
Cyril Savage
Mabel Savage
Jean Turl
Graham Lewis
Maisie Sayers
William Sayers
Michael Metcalf
Betty Metcalf
Gordon Remnant
Shelia Remnant
Joan Dorrington
Nelson Dorrington
Aubrey Neale
Phyllis Neale
Peggy Cornock
Diane Moran
Dennis Sollars
Mr and Mrs Tom Gray
Jim Sollars Senior
Mr and Mrs Dick Sol-
lars
Tom Sharp
Marion Sharp
Sylvia Shaw

David Shaw
Myra Eccles
Brian Fryer
Colin Francis
Geoff Walton
Marjorie Hodges
Betty Smith
Bryan Smith
Doreen Davis
Edith Smith
Joyce Greenwood
Ellis Greenwood
Donna Porter (Nee
Powell)
John Powell Jr
Rebecca Porter (Baby)
Nancy King
Perry King
Carloyn King
Pat King
Bill Lee
Annie Lee
Arthur Lee
Alan Aves
Huw Williams
Ray Aves
Nat Turl
Brenda Slater
Jack Slater
Cynthia Priday
Kevin Fry
Bill Fry
Rose Fry
Win Hickman
Derick Hickman
William Hickman
Micky Thornhill
Albert Browning
Jean Hanford
Stan Fryer
Bryan Fryer
Jimmy Thomas
Ena Driver
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                           Hinton Cottage
      Boxing Day
      2020

Dear God,

In my quite strict but very happy childhood (especially so at Christ-
mas), Boxing Day was traditionally the day for the writing of thank
you letters, and the habit has persisted with me into old age.  So today I
write to you, Lord, surprised given current difficulties, to be doing so
to thank you for one of the loveliest Christmas Days I can remember,
and for all your many gifts in it.

Your tangible presence in and at that wonderful ‘Not Midnight’ Mass
at Purton began it all and was the perfect start to a celebration of just
that, the gift of ‘your presence with us’ – Emmanuel.

The gift of the weather was not insignificant, beginning with a long
drawn out, starlit, sunrise (Venus did not disappear until the sun itself
was almost up) and allowing us two walks (unheard of!) one first
thing down to the high bridge and another, post-lunch, down King-
shill to glory in the view.  On both we met lots of others doing the
same thing and joyfully greeted each other with many a ‘Merry Christ-
mas’.  A second gift on the second walk the timely opening of the first
of John’s little narcissi, in the verge opposite the farm, which smell so
sweet.  (I resisted the temptation to pick it and bring it home to fill my
kitchen with its particular heady fragrance!)

For the gift of laughter, Lord, thank you.  From the Party Poppers
which barely popped, after being disinterred from our early morning
stockings (another family tradition to persist with us into later years),
to the hilarity over the annual boiled egg breakfast when we can never
get the cooking time right however many times we’ve written our-
selves instruction, used patent gadgets, or followed recipes (yes - even
Delia has failed us!).  From the merry chuckling of the crackling fire to
the whoops of children on Christmas bikes, or unseen in back gardens
as we passed.  And the hysteria will doubtless persist later today when
a tradition, I think inherited from his family, means Paul cooks dinner
with the first lot of ‘turkey remains’!  It is a spectator sport which
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brings me much mirth though not as much as it used to as, in these
later years, he has become a more than competent chef!

And your final gift to me, Loving Father, your sure and swift removal
of guilt which momentarily began to overwhelm me.  You transformed
my deep worry that somehow it was wrong for us to enjoy our isolated
lock-down Christmas Day when so many others had had plans for
family festivities destroyed; transformed it into heartfelt prayer for
each and every one I know and for the millions I do not.  You lifted the
guilt and carried it on your own shoulders and asked me to trust their
Christmases and their joy or lack of it to your unfailing love – for that
love is what you came at Christmas to show us.

Thank you again, your ever present companionship is a gift in itself
and for all your other Christmas gifts to me and especially your lov-
ing-kindness and friendship

P.S. “To be grateful is to recognise the love of God in everything he has
given us – and he has given us everything.  Every breath we draw is a
gift of his love, every moment of existence is a gift of grace, for it
brings with it immense graces from him.”

Thomas Merton

P.PS. I offer no apology for sharing Christmas thoughts with you well
into January for in the Church’s year the festival continues well into
the New Year.

May I wish you then, and all of us, a happier, safer and easier New
Year
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The story behind … Make Me a Channel of Your Peace

Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love.

Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord.
And where there's doubt, true faith in you.

Many of our Christian hymns have been written and composed by
seekers, who have had to journey in body and soul like Bunyan's Pil-
grim, to find God and religious truth: John Newton sailed the seas,
the life of John Henry Newman seems to me itself a sort of spiritual
journey.

The words of this simple hymn are of peace and reconciliation, but
it's also rooted in an unusual journey. Sebastian Temple adapted the
words from the prayer of Saint Francis, and composed the music for
the hymn. His travels took him from Pretoria in South Africa, through
Europe and England, and finally to California. He grew up a Catholic
among Calvinists and left home in his teens - to Italy and thence to
London, where his years in Pretoria stood him in good stead with the
BBC, which hired him for his knowledge of South African affairs. He
traveled onward to the United States and in the late 1950s took up
Scientology, but that did not help him to find a purpose for his life; he
returned to the Catholic faith and settled into a secular order of Fran-
ciscans on the West Coast, where he found his vocation, writing and
composing music for worship. Among the many hymns and songs
Sebastian Temple had recorded by his death in 1997, ‘Make Me a
Channel of Your Peace’ is considered a modern classic.

It is based closely on the words of the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis,
whose origins are mysterious because it was discovered written on the
back of a holy card of Saint Francis during the First World War. Al-
though not the work of Saint Francis, I think it shines with his sim-
plicity.
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A Continuing Rhyming History of Britain
House of Stuart
1603 - 1714

King James soon lost the people's backing,
For he was noticeably lacking
In any sort of balanced view

Of what he might or might not do.
He had, he thought, God given might –

So, everything he did was right.
He gave Catholics commissions,

And put them in well-paid positions
In government, and in all the shires

(Which irritated Tory Squires).
The Test Act’s terms were still in force,

But he ignored all those, of course.

To overthrow the reigning King
Was not considered quite the thing;

But William of the Netherlands
Would keep the Crown in Stuart hands.
His claim was strengthened even more

By being James’ son-in-law
(His life with Mary had begun
When their joint age was 21).
Will’s enemy, Louis Quatorze,

Was threatening destructive wars,
And James’ choice was clear to see:

He’d fight for Faith, not Family.
James Muirden

James II
1685-88

Test Act
1673

William of
Orange

January
1687
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The Way I See It
John Bell takes stock as the new year begins. . .

On New Year's Day, I got a big surprise. At this time of the year, I
usually map out when I'm going on holiday, who I hope to meet up
with, and what my financial outlay might be. For obvious reasons,
holidays and meeting up are on the back burner, so I spent some
time on my personal finances.

The Iona Community, to which I belong, encourages this. We are ex-
pected every year to account not just for the 10% of our disposable
income we give away, but also what we do with the 90% we retain.
This is partly because we believe that unless we talk about personal
wealth, it can become a surrogate deity. But it's also because in the
Bible, the use of personal wealth is closely allied to serve the com-
mon good.

Many of Jesus' parables make that connection, and this is but an ex-
tension of the teaching of the Hebrew prophets who berated those
who grew richer and were indifferent to the poverty of others. So I
looked at my two bank accounts – current and deposit – and com-
pared them to last year at this time. I discovered that despite having
an intentionally modest salary and putting out quite a bit on domes-
tic repairs in 2020, I had more money than I imagined. But then, like
most of you, I haven't been in many restaurants in the past nine
months. Nor have I been to a concert, the cinema or the theatre. I
haven't bought any new clothes and I cancelled two weeks holiday
in Spain.

I began to congratulate myself on my good fortune, at a time when
some were experiencing dire poverty and others had lost their jobs,
and at a time when some charities - especially those not fronted by
celebrities - have had to pay off staff and reduce involvement in are-
as of crucial humanitarian concern at home and abroad. So, what am
I going to with this surplus? Keep it and splash out whenever shop-
ping and holidaymaking are easier? Or exercise generosity not as an
expression of guilt, but as an expression of gratitude?
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I am chastened by the story in the Gospels of a young man who
asked Jesus to help him improve his spiritual life. Jesus didn't rec-
ommend more prayer but suggested a disbursement of his exces-
sive wealth. For those of us who have more than we need,
generosity is always an option.

U U U U U U U U

Creature Feature
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Slimbridge Parish Council
NOTICE

Hello and Happy New Year to everyone,

2021 has us started in a National Lockdown, there is a fantastic team of volun-
teers in the parish who are contactable either through the Parish Council or
directly on the website under the Covid tab on the front page. They can assist
with shopping, collecting prescriptions, walking the dog or just having a chat
if you are feeling lonely.
Community Help Hub
Just as a reminder, if you are concerned about anybody that may need help and
support because they are vulnerable, ill or self-isolating, you can also contact
the Community Help Hub that can help match needs with
support: https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gloucestershires-community-
help-hub/
There is advice about this and other types of support that people may need to
access or offer on the Stroud District Council website at:
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/health-wellbeing/coronavirus-update/other-

support-services/community-help-hub.
The Council are waiting for final quotes for the amphitheatre on the play area,
with the hopes that this can be constructed this year as the part of the PARCS
project.
The Neighbourhood Development Plan is progressing with the aim to have a
community questionnaire out soon.
The Quiet Lanes group will begin to put up the Vehicle Activated Signs, with
data going towards evidence for Quiet Lanes and 20mph legislation, along
with generally reminding drivers of their speeds on the rural roads. The Parish
Council continue to work with Highways on the various issues in the parish.
Parish Council meetings will continue via Zoom and everyone is welcome to
these using the link on the agendas available on the website. Parish Council
elections are due to take place in May this year, so please look out for further
information on this. If you are considering standing for Councillor, there is
information on the website as to what the role involves. I will also be happy to
talk through this along with any of the Cllrs if you wish to get in contact.

Stay safe
Helen Dunn
Parish Clerk
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BONUS BALL SWEEPSTAKE

December
WINNERS

 Dorothy Grove   18

 Marg Cole    59

 Kath Clements   23

 Mary Sollars   06

YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT
TO WIN IT!

Thousands of Pounds Won
Thousands of Pounds Raised

for Sharpness Church

There is currently one number vacant!

THANK YOU!
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My dear Nephew Darren
You may have had several years of intensive training on biblical inter-
pretation, preaching and church history, but that doesn’t cover the re-
ally important matters in parish life: how to evade disgruntled
parishioners, run a brisk Summer Fete and, in your case at present, deal
with correspondence, either by letter or email.

My regular practice, which I recommend to you as a New Year Resolu-
tion, is to read all the letters/emails you receive and then discard them.
If the matter is truly important, you will receive a second message, to
which you respond; more likely, the sender will either have forgotten
all about his first letter/email after the second month or will write to
some other cleric instead. In either case, you will be saved a great deal
of trouble.

You only need two folders for your filing system, either for post or
emails. The first is for complaints; they are to be filed and ignored, no
matter how many duplicates you are sent. Should you be confronted
personally, you simply say that the matter has been passed on to the
bishop. Those truly dogged complainants who pursue the matter will
eventually receive an episcopal reply saying he knows nothing of the
matter, for which you then blame the postal system/spammed email.
After letters and emails have ricocheted round the country for many
months, the person complaining will either have lost energy to pursue
the matter, or the will to live.

The second file receives all other correspondence/emails chronologi-
cally. The earliest letters and emails will be at the bottom of the pile and
the most recent on the top. In my experience, the postal file only needs
attention when it reaches a height of about two feet and becomes un-
stable. The practice then is to discard the lower six inches and allow it
to continue its steady growth. If the stack is kept in the church vestry,
then mice usually attend to the papers on the bottom of the pile.

Sadly, your own church, with its electronic systems for filing, sorting
and retrieving correspondence and with your parish secretaries, re-
moves all of these blessings at a stroke. You have therefore no excuses
for not dealing instantly with every note that comes your way. As ye
sow, so shall ye reap.

May I also remind you that not even St Paul, that unflagging letter
writer, ever ended one of his letters with a request for a prompt reply.
Need I say more?

Your loving uncle,

The Rectory
St. James the Least
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Word-Search
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Sue Gibson School of Gardening
Shepherd’s Patch, Slimbridge

3-Term Courses in:
· Garden Design (beginners)

· Garden Design & Management
(improvers)

Saturday Workshops on:
· Pruning Shrubs & Roses (spring)

· Pruning Shrubs, Roses & Perennials
(summer)

· Growing & Training Fruit
in Small Spaces

(summer)

Call Sue Gibson
on 01453 890820

www.iteachgardening.co.uk
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Unable to sing inside the church the Slimbridge Singers are
joined by other parishioners as they fill the air with the glorious

sound of carols at St. John’s on Christmas Eve.


