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MINISTRY TEAM

VICAR:        Revd. Bill Boon        Email: bill.boon@btinternet.com
 The Vicarage Sanigar Lane, Newtown (01453) 811 360 Day off - Monday

COMMUNITY CHAPLAIN:    Revd. Mary Tucker
  Hinton Cottage, Hinton.  (01453) 811 105

Email: marycountry12@gmail.com
READER:    Mr. Stilman Davis
 Orchard Lea, Churchend, Slimbridge. (01453) 890 783

Email: stilman.davis@tolutim.co.uk
 WORSHIP LEADERS:
 (Slimbridge) Mr David Carrington
                        Email: davidwsp1@yahoo.co.uk

(Sharpness)  Mrs Carol Bailey (01453) 810 850

CHURCHWARDENS

Mrs Margaret Price (Purton) The Mill House, Purton       (01453) 811 250
Ms Katrina Bailey (Sharpness) 8 Jubilee Way        (01453) 810 850
Mr David Carrington (Slimbridge) 8 Lancelot Court       (01453) 890 031

Vacancy - Slimbridge Warden

Parochial Church Council Officers
Sharpness with Purton
Mrs Carol Bailey  (Secretary) 8 Jubilee Way                             (01453) 810 850
Mr Peter Crews (Treasurer) 67 Oldminster Road                     (01453) 811 370

Slimbridge
Mrs Jill Joyce (Secretary) Fieldview, St. John’s Road 07871732691

Email: joyce762@btinternet.com

Mr Pieter Koole (Treasurer) April Cottage, Shepherds Patch
Email: koole.pieter@googlemail.com

For Baptisms, Confirmations, Home Communions,
Wedding Arrangements etc...

Please contact the Vicar.
Benefice Website: www.heuristika.co.uk/lfgdiscussion/
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Parish Diary - October 2020
(1st) SUNDAY 4th - HARVEST
9.00am  1662 Prayer Book Communion  St. John’s, Slimbridge
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Holy Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Morning Prayer              St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(2nd) SUNDAY 11th - TRINITY 18
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Holy Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Holy Communion             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(3rd) SUNDAY 18th - ST. LUKE
9.30am  Holy Communion   St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Morning Prayer              St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Informal Communion Service           St. Andrew’s, Sharpness

(4th) SUNDAY 25th - BIBLE SUNDAY
10.00am Benefice Communion    St. John’s, Slimbridge

No Services at Purton or Sharpness Today!

NOVEMBER

(1st) SUNDAY 1st - ALL SAINTS’ DAY
9.00am  1662 Prayer Book Communion  St. John’s, Slimbridge
9.30am  Morning Prayer    St. John’s, Purton
10.00am Holy Communion   St. John’s, Slimbridge
11.00am Holy Communion             St. Andrew’s, Sharpness
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Pastoral Letter from Bishop Rachel and Bishop Robert

‘And what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,

    and to walk humbly with your God?’ (Micah 6:8)

Once again we want to thank you for your faithfulness and persever-
ance as we continue to live uncertain times.  We have been acutely
aware that in August many people had an expectation that September
would see the start of a new term and a sense of emerging out of Lock-
down into something that bore some resemblance to what we once
saw as ‘normal’. However we are once again faced with changes, new
restrictions and uncertainties, and we recognise that this is exhausting
and comes at a time when there is deep weariness which is not dealt
with simply by a summer holiday  - although we do hope you have all
had a break of some sort.
As we leave the autumn and move into winter we will increasingly be
living with question marks and the inability to make firm plans, not
least regarding Advent and Christmas. Depending on the sort of per-
son you are this will bring different challenges and spark a range of
thoughts and emotions.  Please do pay attention to how you are taking
care of yourself physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually as
well as looking out for one another.
As Christ’s body here on earth we are called to be and share Christ's
hope, love and light within our local communities and we need to go
on asking how we are being ‘advocates for flourishing’ of people and
place, not least among the poor and struggling, and those who are di-
minished in the ways they are treated or ignored.  Who are the people
who are hidden behind closed doors or who are struggling in ways we
are failing to recognise, and are there people and organisations we can
partner with as we seek to live God's justice, mercy and love?
We want to assure you that with the Archdeacons we are here to sup-
port you and share in ministry with you as we continue to discover yet
more of what we are called to be and do in sharing the transforming
gospel of Jesus Christ so that people may know life in all its fullness.

This comes with our thanks and prayers as ever.
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In ‘The Day I Died’, a BBC2
documentary about near
death experiences, one of

those who had had such an ex-
perience said, "I think
death is an illu-
sion. I think
death is a re-
ally nasty,
bad lie."

The docu-
mentary
had a col-
lection of
anecdotes
about vari-
ous people
who had had
near-death ex-
periences. But it
went further than ever
before with new scientific re-
search which strongly suggests
that the mind can live on after
all brain function and body
function has ceased.

The final statement in the docu-
mentary was that this "new" dis-
covery that the mind may live on
after clinical death, has huge im-
plications for humankind and
will revolutionise our way of
thinking! But it is not so new or
so revolutionary for Christians.
Since the time of Jesus, Chris-

tians have believed that we do
live on in some way after death.

In the early Christian Church, all
Christians were

known as
"saints". This

did not mean
that they

were any
more ho-
ly than
we are; it
was sim-
ply a
kind of

nickname
for them.

When those
early Christians

died, there was a
very strong belief

not only that they
were with God in heav-

en, but that human beings
back on earth could commu-

nicate with them.

In some churches this continues
today in the form of prayers to
the saints, although it has subtly
changed its form since the saints
prayed to are now those Chris-
tians who have been beatified
over the centuries.

Parsonally
Speaking

None of us know
quite what heaven will be like
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But the Apostles' Creed, which is still used at services today and
which  originated in the Western Church following the confession of
Peter (Matthew 16:16), affirms our belief in "the communion of
saints". We believe that just as we meet with God in our worship, so
too we meet with those Christians who have died and are now liv-
ing with him.

None of us know quite what heaven will be like. The Bible gives us a
number of pictures. All the pictures involve people, so heaven will
not be a lonely state. Some, like the 23rd Psalm, depict beautiful
pastoral scenes. Others, like the passages from the Book of Revela-
tion, show glorious cities where all live together in peace, because
in ancient times the city was seen as a place of safety and comfort
and support. Yet other pictures are of amazing banquets, where
Christians have the top place on the top table, because a banquet
was the height of social activity and opulence in the ancient world.

So, all the pictures of heaven in the Bible are of somewhere wonder-
ful, somewhere to be desired. But they are only pictures; word por-
traits of something which cannot be put into words. Perhaps that is
why Jesus never attempted to describe heaven during his post-res-
urrection appearances - because it has to be experienced to be be-
lieved.

Christians believe that all who learn to love and to trust in God in
this world will find themselves with God in the next, living and lov-
ing with him.

All Saints' Day (1st Nov) is when we remember not just extra-special
people who are so holy that they have been beatified by the Church,
although of course we do remember them. But perhaps it is even
more about remembering all those we have loved who have gone
before us and now inhabit the Kingdom of heaven, for they are
saints, just like all of us.
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THE SEVERN BRIDGE
Remembering a disaster that sixty years ago, on the 25th October 1960,

changed the local landscape and cost the lives of five crewmen.

When the railway era dawned the engineers soon built main
lines along each side of the Severn, i.e. from Gloucester to
Cardiff and Swansea, and from Gloucester to Bristol. Eventu-

ally it was decided to shorten the journey from Bristol to Cardiff via
Gloucester by some sixty miles by building a bridge across the River
Severn just below the Purton ford and ferry.
In 1879 the magnificent Severn Bridge was completed. It took 4 years
to build and at the time of its completion it was the longest of its kind
in Great Britain. The total length of the bridge was 4,162 feet and it
consisted of twenty-one spans and
a Swing Bridge. This latter section
was necessary in order that ships
could continue to pass up and
down the Sharpness to Gloucester
canal.
The two large spans which were
on the Forest of Dean side of the
river each measured 327 feet.
There were five spans of 171 feet
and fourteen spans of 124 feet. All
these spans were on the bow
string principle which gave the
bridge a long, undulating, graceful
appearance which blended well
with the landscape and if anything
enhanced the view.
This fine bridge carried a single
line and was controlled by signal
boxes at either end. The swing bridge has its own box built across the
track high up at the top of the ‘bow’. Inside were two beautifully kept
steam engines (for swinging the huge span) and the usual levers for
operating the engines, signals and locking devices. One special point of
interest is that it had a railway semaphore type signal in the centre of
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the half span over the canal. This railway signal gave the ‘stop’ and ‘go’
to ships on the canal. ‘Go’ informed the pilot of an approaching ship
that the span was about to be swung open.
One dark foggy evening in October 1960 two oil tanker barges – one
loaded with petrol and one with crude oil were approaching Sharpness
Docks on the flood tide which runs extremely strongly at this point.
The barges collided, became locked together and were swept on up the
river in the thick fog. They collided with the bridge piers – the sparks
igniting the petrol – the petrol igniting the oil. To add to the disaster
the collision had fractured the large gas main which crossed the bridge.
There was an almighty explosion – petrol and gas. The fog was so thick
that the ensuing flames could not be seen from the bank. Eventually
the heat of the fires thinned the fog and long lines of burning oil could
be discerned racing up-stream on the surging flood tide.
Cries of help could be heard from midstream but no boats were readily
available. Each barge had a crew of four men. All were thrown into the
river by the explosions. Later it was found that five were dead; the sur-
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vivors were extremely lucky men. The last train had crossed the bridge
just thirty minutes before the disaster.
When dawn broke it was found that one of the largest spans was miss-
ing and the other was about to collapse into the river. The two man-
gled, burnt out barges were aground in the midstream with a length of
railway track across them. They are still there today, visible at low wa-
ter.
Some six years later the remains of the bridge (some 19 spans still in
place) were taken down and many of the smaller spans are now func-
tioning as road bridges out in Chile. If you walk along the canal bank
past the cottages and the Waste Weir you will eventually come to the
huge round stone tower between canal and river. This supported the
Swing Bridge and is all that remains of a very fine bridge, which car-
ried trains over the Severn some ten years before the Severn Tunnel
was built.

The crewmen remembered;

Robert Nibblett

Percy Simonds

Jack Dudfield

Malcolm Hart

Alec Bullock
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The Seafarer’s 23rd Psalm

THE LORD’S MY PILOT

The Lord’s my Pilot, all is well,
His presence brings heart-felt ease,

As I on stormy waters sail,
Or float on quiet sunlit seas.

My soul he doth restore again,
And me to sail doth make,

On every course that he commands,
Even for his own name’s sake.

Yea though I sail the gulf of death,
Yet, will I fear no ill,

For thou art with me, and thy love
So great gives me comfort still.

With thee at table richly spread,
In face of deadly foes,

My mind with truth thou dost illume,
And my heart overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life,
Shall surely sail with me,

And when the port of heaven I reach
I’ll go ashore with thee.

John Moore.
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Attendance Gift Aid Envelopes Cash

Sharpness:        92 £197     £233  £  85.10
Funeral:       £240.66
Magazines:       £  48.00
PCC Fees:       £200.00

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £903.76      £89.47           +£814.30

From 1st Jan. 2020 St. Andrew’s has received £849.64 more than it has spent

Purton:       63 £60    £80  £130.00
Wedding:       £176.80
Wall Boxes:       £  41.65
Donations: (General)      £  50.00
PCC Fees:       £100.00
Fabric Fund:                   (£170.00)

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £638.45       £76.75           +£561.71

From 1st Jan. 2020 St. John’s has spent £158.57 more than it has received

Slimbridge:       29 £415    £?  £?
CBF Investments:      £283.08
Misc:        £  32.00
PCC Fees:       £129.00

INCOME EXPENDITURE       SURPLUS (+ / -)
For the Month: £859.08       £1,330.74            -£471.66

From 1st Jan. 2020 St. John’s has spent £1,929.65 more than it has received

Full figures not available at time of going to print

From the Registers - August 2020

Please do keep supporting our churches through
these very difficult times.
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We commended to the Lord’s keeping:
ROGER BROOKIN (Gloucester Crematorium) 22nd Sept.

Creature Feature
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Close Attention to Text

Written by Martin Percy

Acts 14:8 – end
In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame from
birth and had never walked. He listened to Paul as he was speaking.
Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed and
called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and
began to walk.
When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycao-
nian language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!”
Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he
was the chief speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just out-
side the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he
and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them.

U U U U U U U U

Paul and Barnabas are with the citizens in Lystra and Derbe. They
are preaching and performing signs and wonders, and there are
some healing miracles too. The work of Jesus is continued. The good
news of the Kingdom is proclaimed, and those who are being healed
are, just as with Jesus, the most marginalized of society.
Lystra and Derbe are in what is now the mid-south of Turkey. Heav-
ily shaped by Greek and Roman concepts of religion, the crowd
would not find it strange to attribute god-like properties to Paul and
Barnabas. In ancient times, there were classes of gods. So, ultimate,
distant gods, such as Zeus, were a class above the gods of hunting
(Diana) or love (Aphrodite). There were demi-gods, who might be
more local to a city or country. And then there were ordinary mor-
tals who became gods – such as a Caesar or famous warriors - be-
cause of their achievements.
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The irony of the encounter is deep. The crowd say: “the gods have
come down to us in human form”. and this, of course, will allow Paul
and Barnabas to confirm this.
But it is not them. They cannot proclaim the one who came from above
and abided with us and lived as one of us. Jesus, no less - fully human,
fully divine - and who came to save the inhabitants of Lystra and Derbe.
And us all.

Lord of creation,
whose glory is around and within us:
open our eyes to your wonders,
that we may serve you with reverence
and know your peace at our lives end,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

  6th October

Tyndale was an outstanding English scholar, translator and martyr of
the Reformation.

William Tyndale (c. 1494 - 6th October 1536) was born near Slim-
bridge and studied at Oxford and Cambridge. He could speak seven
languages and was proficient in ancient Hebrew and Greek. As a
priest, his abilities would have taken him a long way, but by 1523
Tyndale’s only desire was to translate the Bible, so that English men
and women could read it for themselves. It became his life’s passion.

For Tyndale had rediscovered a vital doctrine that the Church had
been ignoring: that of justification by faith. He had found it when
reading Erasmus's Greek edition of the New Testament. In fact, his
life’s work was well summed up in some words of his mentor, Eras-
mus: "Christ desires His mysteries to be published abroad as widely as
possible. I would that [the Gospels and the epistles of Paul] were trans-
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lated into all languages, of all Christian people, and that they might be
read and known."

Tyndale’s translation was the first Bible to be published in English, the
first to draw directly from Hebrew and Greek texts, and the first Eng-
lish translation to take advantage of the printing press.

It was to cost him his life. For Tyndale’s work was seen as a direct
challenge to the power of both the Roman Catholic Church and the
laws of England in maintaining the Church’s position.

When the authorities had tried to stop his translation, Tyndale fled to
Hamburg, Wittenberg, Cologne, and finally to the Lutheran city of
Worms. It was there, in 1525, his New Testament emerged. It was
quickly smuggled into England, and King Henry VIII, Cardinal Wolsey,
and others, were furious.

Tyndale moved on to Antwerp, where for nine more years he contin-
ued his work. Then in May 1535 he was betrayed, arrested, and jailed
in a castle near Brussels. Tied to the stake for strangulation and burn-
ing, his dying prayer was that the King of England’s eyes would be
opened. Sure enough, two years later King Henry authorised the Great
Bible for the Church of England, which relied largely on Tyndale’s
work.

Not only that, but in 1611, the 54 scholars who produced the King
James Bible drew very heavily from Tyndale. Even today we honour
him: in 2002, Tyndale was placed at number 26 in the BBC’s poll of
100 Greatest Britons.
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Smile for a While!
The language of church-going

BULLETIN: Your receipt for attending the service.

HOLY WATER: A liquid whose chemical formula is H2OLY.

HYMN: A song of praise usually sung in a key three octaves
higher than that of the congregation's range.

INCENSE:  Holy Smoke!

JUSTICE: When your children have children of their own.

KYRIE ELEISON: The only Greek words that most Catholics
and Anglicans can recognise besides gyros and baklava.  (it
means Lord have mercy)

PEW: A medieval torture device still found in many Anglican
and Catholic churches.

PROCESSION: The ceremonial formation at the beginning of
the service, consisting of altar servers, the celebrant, and
late parishioners looking for seats.

RECESSIONAL: The ceremonial procession at the conclusion
of the service - led by parishioners trying to beat the crowd
to the car park.

RELICS: People who have been going to church for so long
that they actually know when to sit, kneel, and stand.

TEN COMMANDMENTS: The most important – and oldest -
Top Ten list.

USHERS: The only people in the church who don't know the
seating capacity of a pew.

J J J J J J J J
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Miscellaneous observations on our
Christian pilgrimage

Keep the faith...but not from others! - Anon

What we take in by the Word we digest by
meditation and let out by prayer. -

Thomas Manton

Success can feather our nest so comfortably
that we forget how to fly. - Vance Havner

To find your place and to fill it is success. -
P Brooks

The Bible that is falling apart usually belongs
to someone who isn’t. - Vance Havner
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The story behind … HOW GREAT THOU ART

Oh Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hands have made,

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee;
How great thou art, how great thou art!

Like Beethoven's pastoral Symphony, this popular hymn (voted the
nation's favorite in the Songs of Praise poll) springs from the expe-
rience of a summer storm and the calm that follows. On a summer
afternoon in 1885 a young Swede Carl Gustav Boberg, was walking
home with friends from church near Kronoback in southeast Swe-
den. “It was that time of year when everything seemed to be in its
richest colouring” he said, “the birds were singing in the trees and
everywhere. . .a thunderstorm appeared on the horizon and soon
thunder and lightning. We had to hurry to shelter. But the storm
was soon over and the clear sky appeared”.
“When I came home I opened my window towards the sea. There
evidently had been a funeral and the bells were playing the tune of
‘When eternity’s clock calling my saved soul to its Sabbath rest’. That
evening I wrote the song, ‘O Store Gud’, which means ‘O Good God’.
Boberg’s versus we're set to a Swedish folk tune and its first public
performance was in a Varmland church in 1888.
Boberg was born in Monsteras, near Kalmar, the son of a carpenter.
He worked for the church as a lay minister and wrote many hymns
and gospel songs. He was editor of a Christian newspaper called
‘Witness of the Truth’; the words and music of ‘O Store Gud’ were
first published there in 1891. Boberg was also a politician and was
for nearly 20 years, between 1912 and 1931, a Swedish parliamen-
tarian.
‘How Great Thou Art’ has migrated into so many languages through
its history that it can be safely described as a multinational hymn.
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An early, 1907, version in German was translated into Russian in
1912 by Ivan S. Prochanov, the ‘Martin Luther of Russia’. it has also
being translated into Welsh, Chinese, Japanese, Polish, Romanian,
Spanish, Vietnamese, even Esperanto – twice. A Maori version,
‘Whakaaria mai’, was sung for Queen Elizabeth during her visit to
New Zealand in 1981, and went on to spend six months in the New
Zealand charts.
Today's version of ‘How
Great Thou Art’ in English
owes its origin to both a
Salvation Army mission-
ary and a country music
singer.      Stuart K. Hine
was an Englishman dedi-
cated to God in the Salva-
tion Army, who with his
wife Edith served as an
evangelist missionary in
Eastern Europe. While
they were in the Ukraine
they discovered Ivan
Prochanov’s Russian ver-
sion of the hymn and
translated it.
Hine Published his final full verse version of the hymn in his gospel
magazine ‘Grace and Peace’; thus it travelled the world from North
America to Africa in the baggage of refugees and missionaries - and
its travels continued until it came into the hands of Vernon ‘Tim’
Spencer (1908 – 1974). He was born in Missouri and raised in Okla-
homa and he made the song available to all free of charge. The
hymn was sung 100 times during the 1957 Billy Graham Crusade in
Madison Square Garden, “because”, as he said, “the people wouldn't
let them stop”. It became the signature song of the 1950s Billy Gra-
ham Crusades and remains a favourite hymn today.

What do you mean, do you play ‘Modern Hymns’,
asked Johann
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Six months!  Goodness me!  I don’t know whether I feel, ‘Is it only six
months?’ or ‘Is it six months already?  Both I suppose.  Corona Virus
has overshadowed everything, even these articles - because this is a
shared and new experience for us all, I’ve been giving you extracts
from my current journal rather than looking back to years past.  As I
sit here the news announces more local lock-downs and Boris intro-
duces new restrictions with the threat/promise of more.  This is not
unexpected given the relaxing of rules and a feeling that things aren’t
perhaps as bad as they were – the ‘letting down of our guard’ as one
politician put it.  With numerous vulnerable and very vulnerable rela-
tions and needing to visit locally those who are housebound, vulnera-
ble and unwell, my guard (and my mask!) has remained up.  The rules
may have changed but the virus hasn’t!  I do not subscribe to a saying I
heard recently justifying some flouting of even social distancing at a
gathering, ‘Don’t worry, we keep Sharpness rules here!’  Again I’d say
(I didn’t, though perhaps I should have), ‘Oh yes?  And does the virus
know that?’  However . . . .  and about time too as I have ‘gone on a
bit’, things are slipping back towards the way they were right back at
the beginning of lock down and, mostly because we have eased up too
much on being careful and keeping the rules, the risks are no smaller
though perhaps we don’t feel as stressed as we did so I looked back to
the day after Boris locked us all down in the Spring to remember how
it felt then and how God, amazingly, speaks even through such diffi-
cult situations..

Tuesday 24th March 2020
What is so strange is that I just couldn’t sleep last night even though
personally I really have little problem with this ‘lockdown’ given my
preference for solitude (with my hubby) and our geographically iso-
lated position.  Apart from forays out for food (I doubt I’ll get a Tesco
or Morrisons delivery slot) I can happily stay here and get our one
piece of ‘legal’ exercise every day.  I should have been on my way to
Mum and Dad today but Boris’s announcement last night means I will
not now go until Saturday when I will drive there and back again with
only a brief pause to drop off a large delivery of ‘supplies’ whilst keep-
ing my distance and wearing a mask and gloves.
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The work of the farm here goes on apparently unaffected (cows don’t
cease to need to be milked and fed because of Corona Virus) and food
production must go on (in this case Cadburys must get their milk!! I’m
thinking the comfort of chocolate may be MORE important in lock
down) and in this case it’s a family run business but will the milkman
come? What about rubbish collection?  I would have thought so
but . . .?

The sun still rises, the sky is quiet and empty, the birds sing and the
garden is looking glorious – in so many ways ‘I’m all right Jack!’, as
the saying goes, so why am I sleepless?  Because I suppose I, even I,
selfish and hard-hearted as I am, do care about my family, do care
about these communities and all who live in them, do care . . . that has
to be your grace at work Lord . . . so . . . I must praise you and give you
thanks for my sleeplessness and tiredness.

“Prayer heals.  Not just the answer to prayer.  When we give up
our competition with God . . .

(for me that is leaving off constant planning ahead and organising!)
. . .  we come to know God’s love for us and discover how safe
we are in his embrace . . .  God has not rejected us , but keeps
us close to his heart . . . we can find again the joy of living,
even though God might guide our life in a different direction
from our desires.”
      Henri Nouwen

I had thought that continuing with these Lenten readings would not
feel relevant but there is a lot of similarity between Lenten times of
self-examination and fasting and legally binding lock down.  It is a
time for prayer, more prayer not less, as Paul says in one of his letters,
‘Is anyone among you in trouble?  He should turn to prayer.’ And Hen-
ri Nouwen comments on this,

“indeed prayer is the only real way to clean my heart and to
create a new space.  I am discovering how important that inner
space is.  When it is there it seems I can receive many concerns
of others . . . I can pray for many others . . . there even seems
room for the thousands of suffering people . . . of course God
hears my prayer.  He himself prays in me and touches the
whole world with his love right here and now.”

even amidst the fear and danger of these present unprecedented times.
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Wednesday 25th March
A gentle rosy glow on the horizon heralds another beautiful spring
day.  A very good night’s sleep gives me a rosy glow too!!  It’s SO quiet
and SO beautiful – as we settle into solitude Marcel Proust’s words
ring true,

“Do not wait for life.  Do not long for it.  Be aware, always and
at every moment,that the miracle is in the here and now.”

Hurrah!  Two Psalms of praise and joy, thank you Lord (Lent psalms
tend, quite rightly, to err towards confession and sorrow).  Psalm 113
sings out as the early sun blasts suddenly out over the barn roof,
 “From the rising of the sun to its setting
 let the name of the Lord be praised”
and the Psalm 111 reminds us that,
 “The works of the Lord are great,
 sought out by all who delight in them.”

It IS Lent, we ARE aware of our shortcomings and long for better times
and forgiveness – the canticle from Manasseh reminds us,
 “O God according to your great goodness,
 you have promised us forgiveness for repentance . . . “

Thank you again Lord.
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A Continuing Rhyming History of Britain
House of Stuart
1603 - 1714

King Charles’ reign was running out,
And I’ve not said a thing about

The Plague, the Fire, or Nell Gwynn!
Plague, as we’ve seen, was first brought in

By rats, from the unhealthy East:
Once here, it never really ceased.

The Great Plague, though, was much the worst,
And since it meant the realm was cursed,

The guardians of public care
Decreed bactericidal prayer;

If this did not prevent infection,
They left their dead out for collection.

The crowded houses of those days
Were often merrily ablaze

(A groom, getting his pipe alight,
Burned half of Newmarket in one night);

And if there was no water near,
The firemen made do with beer.
When London burned itself away,

They couldn’t do much else but pray
As flames enveloped old St. Paul’s

And lead poured down in waterfalls;
While Pepys, a horrified spectator,

Saw smoke still rising six month later.
James Muirden

London
Mar-Dec

1665

22nd Mar
1683

Fire started
2nd Sept 1666

Diary
16th March

1667
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The Way I See It
Rob Marshall considers the current problems

faced by university students

As the new cohort of undergraduates join their fellow students
at campuses across the UK, a series of reports have highlight-
ed some of the multi-layered dilemmas many of them are fac-

ing after an already challenging year. We heard of significant
outbreaks of the Coronavirus among students in Scotland at several
universities including Dundee and Glasgow. And at my old Universi-
ty of Sheffield we also heard from students, somewhat philosophi-
cally, that there were no parties, little drinking and a freshers’ week
unlike any other. So, in equal measure, we heard both the resilience
and vulnerability of these young people.
October has just begun and let’s hope that the sacrifices many are
already making will be worth it, if they are able to join loved ones
back home in December. I’d also like to pay tribute to the often hid-
den chaplaincy teams, currently working with student welfare de-
partments looking out for these young people. The Chaplaincy
Centre website at Sheffield describes their offering as “a listening
ear and pastoral support to all people, whilst the Glasgow chaplain-
cy agrees that “during this difficult and challenging period, it is im-
portant we all take time to look after our mental health.” They go
on: don’t saturate your mind with bad news and make as much time
to prepare to protect yourself as possible.
It's been said that “universities are far from monastic communities”.
But I’d suggest that in a variety of ways that’s exactly what they still
are. Many halls of residence contain large numbers of young people
living, learning and sharing life in close proximity. Something of
course which this pandemic easily latches onto if the correct meas-
ures are not in place and adhered to.
From the writings of the Venerable Bede in his Ecclesiastical Histo-
ry of the English People any understanding of Christian monasti-
cism or community is rooted in the notion of looking out for one
another; being mindful of another’s travails; and, very often, in
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times of plague and terrible illness such as the one he reports on
vividly around the time of the great Synod of Whitby in 664AD.
Bede’s account reminds me of St Paul’s appeal in his letter to Philip-
pi – “Look out for one another’s interests and not just your own”
which reflects the nub of Jesus’ teaching.
At this crucial time for these freshers I believe it’s incumbent upon
the wider community to do whatever it can to look out for them at
this time. That as Dundee-based Youth Chaplain Andrew Bennett
suggests - in the midst of anxiety, pain, tears and uncertainty we
care for these young people by being with them in spirit and sup-
porting them wherever we are

As is our tradition we will be keeping the last Sunday of the month
(25th) as Bible Sunday. It’s a good opportunity to ask the question:

The Bible is the world’s best-selling book of all time. However, it isn’t
one book, but a library of 66 books, composed by some 44 writers
over a period of 1500 years in a range of literature including history,
poetry, prophecy, letters and apocalyptic (end times). Despite having
a number of different writers, the Bible claims one author: God him-
self!

This is the basis of the unity of its message and authoritative claim to
be the primary way by which God speaks to us:

 (2 Timothy 3:16). The Bible is in-
spired (‘  and presents itself as
a , equipping us to live for God in every aspect of our
lives. We also have the promise of the Holy Spirit to guide us in ap-
plying the words to our lives:
(John 16:13).

At her coronation the Queen was given a Bible with the words
Does this reflect our own

attitude to the Bible?
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Longfield Community Hospice based in
Minchinhampton and serving the popula-
tion of Gloucestershire, is holding a festive
walk this December and are looking for
people to sign up and join in, in their ‘Fes-
tive Reindeer Romp’ to raise funds and
help us support their patients and families
this Christmas. Initially the event was to be
held at the Hospice but due to current
Covid restrictions the Hospice has re-in-
vented the walk so people can take part
wherever they are.
You can choose to sign up to take on a 5
or 10 mile run or walk with a festive rein-
deer theme on Sunday 6th December at

a time to suit you. And if the 6th doesn’t work, people are able to set their
own date too.
The Hospice are encouraging friends and family to get together, all at a safe
distance following the latest Government advice, or do it solo… by digging
out your walking boots, choosing your own route and getting involved with
some festive fundraising.
Once signed up you’ll receive your very own ‘event in a box’ containing eve-
rything you need to enjoy the Longfield Reindeer Romp:

 A pair of reindeer boppers for each person - you might even pass some
fellow reindeer on your way!

Your very own special reindeer medal to wear with pride.
A handmade hot chocolate & marshmallow cone with a chocolate rein-

deer to warm you up after your adventures.
Let us know if you’d like a bandana for your 4-legged friend too.

For £15 an adult and £10 a child you can sign up to take part in the Long-
field Reindeer Romp today by going to
www.longfield.org.uk/Event/longfield-reindeer-romp.
Any donations raised from efforts on the day in the form of sponsorship are
valued, and if you can raise us £50 per person, you’ll receive a free Long-
field T-Shirt too!
Every pound raised will help up us to provide adults with life-limiting illness-
es, as well as their family and carers, free care and support to live well, from
diagnosis onwards.
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BONUS BALL SWEEPSTAKE

September
WINNERS

 Phil Jenkins    32

 Dot Beard    14

 Chris Curry    56

 Sylvia Thomas   45

YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT
TO WIN IT!

Thousands of Pounds Won
Thousands of Pounds Raised

For Sharpness Church

ONE NUMBER IS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

THANK YOU!
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My dear Nephew Darren

I am unsurprised that the cleaning lady took exception to you dismantling
your motorbike in the church vestry. Clergy vestries are the final repositor-
ies of rotting hymn books, ancient cassocks with a certain aroma, buckets
with holes in, which are kept “just in case” and dead animals in various
states of decomposition; but they are no place for bike chains, disc brakes
and inner tubes.

I will concede that vestries seem to attract all those objects no one quite
knows what to do with, but which parishioners can’t bear to throw away.
Flower arrangers creep into my vestry, looking for space for boxes of
twine. Decorators arrive with cribs and Easter gardens they are hoping to
store. And even the choirmaster occasionally sidles in, trying to slip some
anthems past me. I repel them all with vigour, and a firm broom.

One thing I can’t keep out of the vestry are the portraits of all my predeces-
sors, who stare down at me reproachfully. The most recent, in colour, stare
smugly, knowing that I am still being compared to them, and falling short.
Earlier incumbents, in black and white, look mildly reproachful, reminding
me that  all held doctorates from Oxford. The hand-drawn portraits
from pre-1870 are the worst – they all look as if they drank vinegar for
breakfast and argued Pelagianism over lunch, just for fun.  I am already
rehearsing my own look of pained forgiveness for my leaving photo that
will stare down on my own successor, and perpetually irritate him

It also seems to be a tradition that retiring clergy donate their robes for
their successors, probably because it spares them a walk to the dustbin. So,
a five-foot, 18 stone incumbent will leave a cassock for his six-foot, ten
stone successor. There will also be a spare 1960s nylon surplice hanging
on the back of the vestry door, to remind you that should you ever forget
your own, then this is the horror you will be obliged to wear throughout
Evensong.

Notices on the walls will tell you that marriage fees in the 1920s were sev-
en shillings and sixpence, that Communion wine can be obtained from a
shop that closed down a generation ago and there will be a copy of the
prayer of thanksgiving to be used on the Relief of Mafeking.

My only advice is to remove your bike before it gets bundled up with the
Scouts’ tents – and lost forever in the churchwarden’s shed.

Your loving uncle,

The Rectory
St. James the Least
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Word-search
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Sue Gibson School of Gardening
Shepherd’s Patch, Slimbridge

3-Term Courses in:
· Garden Design (beginners)

· Garden Design & Management
(improvers)

Saturday Workshops on:
· Pruning Shrubs & Roses (spring)

· Pruning Shrubs, Roses & Perennials
(summer)

· Growing & Training Fruit
in Small Spaces

(summer)

Call Sue Gibson
on 01453 890820

www.iteachgardening.co.uk
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